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Wiadom in Mbic garb annrMf 

Inunen'd in mptaioiu tnonght profimndy 
And Melancholyy silent inaid» 

With leaden eye that lovca the gTOond* 
Still on dijr Mlemn steps attend i 
Wann Charily the general IVieudy 
With Justice* to herself serere* 
And Pity, dropping soft the sadly-^casiiig tear. 
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ALICIA DE LACY. 



CHAPTER XII. 

For contemplation he and valour form'd ; 
For softness she» and sweet attractive gxkce. 

MlLTOK. 

A LI CIA has hitherto been presented 
to the reader's eye in the not 
uncommon character of a fair heiress, 
desperately in love, and aiming to sur- 
mount the 'Obstacles which interposed 
to defeat her wishes. She interested 
a heart which devotion and patriotism 
had rendered insensible to the com* 
^ mon snares of beauty, by discovering 
corresponding sentiments at a first 
inteWiew, and, without designing to 
deceive, love taught her, a^ oft^ as she 
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kiat ttii' m^K MrHoSe affection she lan> 
guished to secure, to- adopt' the manners 
sind opSiilohs \»hich she kofew 'he approlred. 
Accustomed to hear her father 'expiress 
Ins' ^rn abbori'ence of that' prodigal 
iraste of time, treas^e, and taleatji, which 
diverted the King from his royal' duties, 
@t^ 'pit^stAed herself tMt she detected 
Bi^ Iujhif=jp«nd i^dalgaice of the court } 
Snd'ffiitTPi^i^ed''rife, devoted to can- 
iea^tHS^^Hi abSlMdd, wis most adapted 
ImPl^tk »i!«i^<tireotd, inde^ds banish 
iftP -^st^re Salter WiA%tos6 fi»otn her 
c^ ^''^ut'iif his 8(ea'ff,-be^lk ^th^ fiotiri 
gl^ss, hiiipfe-^R^f'%tid^bnE)^^-b6nes, she 
liidtur^iJ"lh^'^ibdae 'as'^ cbhtairiing- a 
iirfn'ce^'1S?ftift^^"^ife'«er >«y«'ptor. 
M'V(Mb^ Wt^ettg^^ cfitle -dne >ait^ 

I^MiW^ i^^^'bh'tte iffaia(5idi(<«<t 

ia%^i^*I%')iat7«'e dignKf^^ sMU the itbpe 
, '^%A^^^asmi^'^mi ^ meaabgi or a 
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wbisp^y half implying approbj^icm, voukt 
testify that Lord Lancaster's , thoughts 
could sometimes be diverted from musing 
on England's wrongs» rendered it impos« 
^le fot her to hear the garrulous AbU 
teries of those who spoiled an jngenioiit 
compliment by their dull repetitton>or fan* 
eied they looked enchanting by distorting 
their faces^ Or twisting their p&fsoos into 
affected' postures. She had Up ^e to 
bestow on thote trifleiy i all they did or 
said was disgustingt li^cMse it ^rasteA 
her £Fam a aublime jsto4y^ A s^irre} 
ii¥gbt be hdd ia^a wicker cage^ but «be 
was coittriving; to. ensnaxe a Ibn : th^ 
diificuity of such ^ achieven|wt ea* 
haoced* the .nal^e qf the jitise, and in^ 
duce4xhe^; K) f^9S^ ^^4^ cpnsideiatiQO 

w0ii)A4wY# told ipr, tjii^ thoa? 

- B-aift 1^ tii^ .^f h^ .i^^^m^Xpr^ 
Stt«rey'fi;Iett^, 41icft>pej;f}^ji^ a,,di^ 
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race in the behAViour of iLaticister, 
indicating, that he equailly despised thd 
presumption which' affected to feet her at 
liberty, land the arrogance that' threiten^ff 
the^ exercise of her fi-eedom. The me-' 
naces'of a ttiah'gnaht and potent rivSl 
constituted a stimulus' * to an heroic 
mind; and his declaration of fervent 
affection was only withheld by liis scru- 
pulous desire to prevent either the lady^s 
feme fr6m being cortirautfed, or a breach 
m the public tiirntSny/ " ' ' 
' •'The Earl of Lintbtn,* Enthusiastic in 
his admiratibn of'tancait^r/ seemed to 
withdl^aw his thoughts from the grave of 
his young h^if, to conterhplat^ the i^ipened 
wort^ of one*fo txlhcm'irWa^' the avowed 
wish of His heart tfif^t bk-^iHi hei'^ditaments 
might be conveyed by' an adspfcidt^^'alli- 
ance. But in proportibn a^' Afeia saW the 
diffkuUi^sthat imped€fd her lofig-c'heri'sfied 
tk)pesdiinin!ish;the (:^|)ric& tliat indulgence 
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had fostered in her cjisposition, t;empted 
lier tp practise those wayward arts which 
lessen the ,Vfilue of the ^female character 
by impeaching its sincerity. The pilgrin^- 
age to Palestine was, by the unanimous 
advice of the ordainers, suspended^ till 
the impoverished country could spare the* 

remittance it would divert from claims 

»• ■.-•'• 

connected with its vital interests* ^ There 
lyas |io Ipnger^any talk gf Lord Lan- 
caster's becoming grand inast^r 0f the 
knights-templars ; hi,^ jj^erfejrence . in 
their favpuf terngiiiij^t^ with the King's 
pyom.isj,ng^tp suj^nd.h^ decree for their- 
suppressip^,, till .t^eir,^4vQ<;^es were con 
. fronted witl) tl^^ir. accusei;s^ aqd evidence 
^x^roiaeji oi\ tj^e v^i4jty pf .t^e charges 
ijU;^e,d a^a^ist ,thegi.; ,;Zijyas kqqwn that 
the Q;^ej?n o^^N^ya^ref^fi^ised hej^ ^on to 

m^mf^^A i^'^Mt'^mi i?f: thftse.. in. 
junction^ , be }j^ complied,, .l?.eipgj yarned 
president of the council ^ and the change 

^3 
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in his mannei^ augifred an intention to 
fulfil the oflfer. He was now rather ^rave^ 
than austere^ dejectbn th^ed ta.5iere- 
nity, said a eondescendiiig rela^fion^ 6&sa 
amounting % d^orous ^liheatfulness^ 
brought Mm near the levefiF other tnfetji 
^" Ah, Lahcaster,^* ' feaid thie' cxdlltn^ 
beauty^ to hersdff, •* at last, then,^^u are 
my captive.^ But it is imposrible to resist 
th^ pleasure of making yba'feel fortlie 
trauhie y ott*havfc co$(t me j and though 1 
H^^ maiHb h&^^ inesfcdrabM^ I must 

imd ' ddaiice attii^dttice on hrf ik!(ver«!gii 
will.'* 

Conifirmed by her c<Mifidanf, Beatrite, 
in bek"^ resolution of tyrafti&sing, Diady 
Alicia passed over in her tnibd^ z hun* 
dr^ ^wlSmdical moods, pon^Hng M 
whi^fa $he should recehre' ^e* itou|iy« 
ei^tieU declaration. Wlfiaf, if ibe 
were to lift her eyes to heaven, invoke 
Saint Ursula and all her virgins, and 
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protect, H^ tnd)o>iwm^ for .a doistctr^ 
(;avuioosl jr 9ofteaiog t^t ajroaral . . by i 9l» 
lu4ing, tg., J^r hth^'i^ Mghibitipif, pf . j^F 

pose pru^joMS coodicions, ,«plai;ge <»,tl7f 

ip^ist ,«p9«d«. at, court. 4g*'f*» *JVH0** 
^,. were, to xequwe a vf^ificqnt estaif 

blisM^Qit ^tc^r-'WyiM'^^l? castle. |ti^ 

w«r/3 fnuc^ iiio);e.p|ea8i^it ,sii^.^Q|||gfi^ 
tp b^ t^K!fi;^,<be ^«are fait«^ i^ M^ 
Y^s, ti)e,i^(^t^^$tQ^ r(W^^IP^ti||||^ 

employed net youth ; and if the £av| of 
l?ffl^uJ»V^|gn^^^|fe|4yo¥tiatfd n%l|t 

•f^pul^tiof)^ .'Urging, .ftffsl^djf nqt ^ ,^ 
tjje .xauch^ t9, t^^ poi^ i^it^hoae congii^- 
mg ^^0(^9 vrbkh ^j^ec told her shot 
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whkh^had'oftmi' ^sarmedbfoBage^yoy^iie 
tears that ^meked iw.^rn»&t pir][|0»sif 
Such graMe/steady nien as Loud L»ca8ier> 
genendl^ mad« stern Im^fiutd^ die most - 
intracia^le'tace of a»t«^ls in ebe w&tld^ 
who were, always e3i£p^l;iif)gvptaf>i&^ tobaetr 
&c)m r^tsori, ^md to-be to-ddy tlid'i^ame* 
a» yesterday. > llje girlVldquaoit^'^fts^ 
imenrOf^edi by her lady's apparent -dis- 
pleasui^ *She wKs^not^ g^^^i ^^be>6&id^<" 
toemtlaFk dh tftie^Voyag^of^ttfe^k a> 
Fmr Ambrodev 'ci^Id ' 4o ' dil^?ti»e /«>cad' 
affections, and sriiiser^^ in ^ewUd ?ienpe^'' 
ties <rf monastic 'ambitiom - 'The -Earl/^f . 
Lasscaster^* thougb ^v^and devmf^^as' 
a-knigte, rdnd a gentleman -^of^pMK^^y 
race smd ^onrtlyf brilec^Qiiigyilednied^ efl^> 
l^htened, and* cotirt^ous.' JBeati4ee w^\ 
most' happy to^hear^is gdod accent 4»fv 
hfmv- £c)r htsxm^rk h»d ^or its ^u^^pt^atM^^ 
among the Quecli^ ladiesf of ih^n^or.* '; @i^ 
this she was certain^' tkat her dear lady^s 
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super^emiBeftt desats > aod large J»« 
hesatBXice deaerYed 3 a luiid>ami iinade oH 
purpiHv for ;I»r,irand: €oixi}mziiig . tb« 
very^sk quaitties of aU iheiine hmR ^^ 
kiiAw : ^Eit^Iuauisoaifras^e Kiagi vithom 
hi^^iknie-cxf flowircb$^atioa;-a$ s^gcom* 
pliaiied a$a<Ga^vf stim^ withom his vanity 
andftts^hsaqe ; as aihiable'%$ Gkniee^tfTy 
"msimui nbis timid . 9^4ealy } as spirited 
a& ' Warwiek, without his impetuosity ^ 
BdM^c0 y^tur^ to.^, aii4 as g^U^^t, 
^pjieiuM^ « mi gefteroiis, as .the iK^k pi 
Swr^, ^ithtejit ]jus ^cocM^peyi; ^>)ii| 
Aliw^j>tt4de^gi kissfd-tl^r cruciigx^ an4 
prayed' fh^ Virgiato preserve h,^ frooi a 
xnwd^ti** .THe:iC0U|j^g^<^usa9endaQtw»s 
B^tj^ileBged^byiVtbis rebuff; but liegged 
ber ladyntd di^^d^a^^iw^^. bet^ei^a a bra,ye 
gHOtJoiditfi^ gene;^u&: a$Mi sKxpmpiisbi^d^ 
"viiDjiith^iilglfe.ibf hlid-f dpn^ ^^om^ r^sK 
thinga ukki» y«uib^ w» d^ply etiaipour^ 
«(^»-i>e«ii|ifal It^y^^might r9for^h^ 
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hetai; toda^lild^fiefQefiirftcen^whMe 

trade it was to shut up ladies in omIm, 

andDufjf kniglfte Ift dungeoiid; ^ I com« 

toand'die^ sUettce ob^ that thetne^'' said 

Alicii ; '^ naMe^ more the mock gene* 

rpMty c^ aflFi^ctifi^ to libteijite me from my 

vows^ and deittmndifi^^'fengeaiiire on M 

ifrho^ ihall presnttie M aVaH themsdvw^f 

itey freeddrtt*' ^^^V^^- *■' . ^-'i? 

^ 'It was^SfH-r ietate tH ^«»e dABc^ferioAl, 

t6 >prftich the ^(MlSlehtial iiitsilac^p then 

i^!iitl^t^^ between ladies of high i4nk, and 

thos^ who perfonned the double duty of 

atfexiHknts and^mpanions often gav«>^e» 

tfaat'feady AHcia was '{itterrupted t^ ttte 

EaH of Warwick, who cam^, he said, as 

the harbiA^eifMof 6^e Vhd^ Mgh deHeyfs 

needed' no atdtotate to pitAd fiisf suit. 

Lord Lancatster wis cldsetted with hler 

father, urgii%^i request whidl toiild not 

be denied. AAdA assumed the l^lv 

disdahi of beauty, JHid dhiarfcd^ |t irould 
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b»iof.iiiHlnpovtimsftifoii(ib(r.:b^hl^^ tl)« 
ptupQjt^ •f,«t[k»luMi ni^¥^9m the 4«ft^- 
aiiKttioiit 

- " My £n;F flmwin»" 9a#9CKed Warwick, 
while aplayfiil mischief laughed iahis ef/^, 
Sh how does your ^uick iotelligence ouN 
.4lrptaiM)[ hftitkigsnarrative. I might rep^ 
fe(> thift.fKWtty p^uiipgy by af^J^^ whence 
.apfilipL |h^< ^rafi«u«^ CKPCciQUSDfSC, 
that implies your bright eyi^ have bf- 
Wa^^ kfH ff( ^uir tiiijiant heart ? 
pWb^ii^Jl)9A(;a^f^Jr^iV^s.fhatheguy be 
tfBu««hai»f»% wd,fipfp5enre. you from 

wsiifi/Stfjf^ -repay his . k^yiness only with 
As^qjiV^ ^[^- fprt ^^t. your >ri4al 4e« 
tE>,|IMii)^)Si aotd let your sumptw muie 
jffttAW jraiNr pa)£ip<VB'|bp by this time to> 
topr«^ liiftj^to^^y^ur mo^^er's male- 
idfptM#^^U,#9$, pr|!K^t;you from, *uing 

)ft% dHlWP»|b.l¥>'dic^Wf*y^ wife**' lie 
t^|Wi alt"*«li»d<>3be6,3«y!h th€! plot con- 

^%S«^]|>yb£>^bH|9i2if|hi9h Laoc^ter sus- 

B 6 



p^ted was a- snare bid ferliimeel/. It 
might, however, be otherwise. Alida 
turned deadly p<de, and Warwick asked 
her if she was dispos^ to fulfil the con- 

^* Never, never." The image of the 
twin lilies floating down* the Dee, of their 
di^racted mother, of her own <lear lost 
William, all rose to her recollecdon. 
With clasped hands she protested death 
was preferable ; but racoveriog herself, 
exclaiined» ^ Why am I tbusahrmed^ 
Ah, Warwick, there is a wicked' pleasant*, 
ry in your Ibob which contradicts your 
affect^ serbusness. My father is a ijiighty 
barofii and can I lear violeiice, wimi he 
can^brbg^ into the field five hundred me& ^ 
at arms, with.crested.belmetsand. qiulled 
surcoatsv and thrice that number of skilful 
^drchey ? Is he not owner of nine walkd 
caatks ; and woukl not the north and tite 
souths theeast and the west, at bis biddiagi 
anray ^mselvee focmy preservatfca 1^ 
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V^iFdrge*/* skid Warwick, " that 

tonnorrow is the time of danger ; and the 

amy you speak of consists of peaceful 

yeomai^ now reposwig' in ' their own 

dwellings* Nor are you in one of your 

father^ caaites, but in a treatherous court, 

killed toi abet the ravisher's designsf.-'' 

He fuiJrticr' remmded hw, ' tliat ' the 

dstvacted state? from wbich the khnrgdomr 

bitt^just^eflierged;' anUr/riie necesaiity that 

aU: parties ^shcadd^amit a ill its paeserratien, 

d^ermkied doe barons <whd ^er& fa&hf til 

to tise cau^&iof their coahtry, toabstalil 

from app^ltng to '^rms iifatTbiGneiunt 0# 

pcifltsie wroBg^, but' to submit to^ iirjary,' 

tiiib die'^w but peaceable decisvM of the 

bws-' sbauld do them Justice. Impatiatit 

dbdiseierms to iw^faibh^ite i^ snbnntted^ 

the Kfn|g tody waited ixst an occasion to 

doirgie the popubFioids with bre^iffal of 

contract s '^^ ho^ woirfdc'the patriotism, 

\af9f woukl the' deifcacy of Lady Alicia 

endiore the idea ^ bffii% tile osttesiblBf 
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fire-brand ihat kindled the flatfieio£ civil 



war/' 



'^ Oh, send me to one of my fatber'9 
cfi^stles I" wa$ the lady's next reqviefitf 

Warwick repUed, that duty fixed De 
Lacy and his friends about the King's 
person^ but Surrey had no state s^pc^* 
ment, and was at liberty to pursue her t^ 
any of those retreats* Hiii mock banditti 
Blight b0 stationed on aiqr other road; 
and fov^t& and . cai^eras could be fouad 
equally conv^^t tf^r Ms purposes near 

Gaaford^ Dei)I»gkN Pomfifelc%iiCh«9lfib 
#r Liacohi^ as at Windsor Tb^ terrified 
iUjci^ wept, and' asked howv^be could 
be. preserved. Warwick aniiweredf Aor^ 
was a retreat ^feand -honourable^ {tainted 
out by wisdom, guarded^ by «^ui»gf, 
sanctioned by religion^ tinted by love. 
WbfjL manners fwa*e generally ^orrupt^ 
when the mighty were dissolute and the 
rabble lawless, an hoMnrable^/bisband 
waa ^e only guardian to wfaidi xkkkf^ 
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portioned beauty cduld ititrtlst it^ treasures 
and its charm's. The Earl of Lancaster^ 
tvith the single-heartedness of true af- 
fection, de^sed hiS' own peril, to place 
the d)ject of his g^ne^ous love in honour- 
aUe security. The wife of a prince of 
the blood-royal was too sacredly protected 
by the laws to fear Tiolence.^ The Queen 
of Navarre woald receive her as a daughter, 
atid supply, by her wi^om and magns^ 
nimity, that maternal protection which 
I^idy Margaret had renbonced. The 
£bg 66iidd6K*^ Keiutwoiih as a sane- 
tmtj ; tnatriagie woufd ^leas^^hd^^^orii 
Iter attendance on the Queen j' h<?r 
tdnfessor had pronounced her abstvlv^d 
ib coosc^ce from hef^ b^ntract ; Kiid 
darney vroM be but a perverse argder^ 
if,' after signing tier mantimission, ht 
p966umed to call her to account as his 
slave.*' > '*- 

** Y6u read fey e^es, feir Lady AlidA," 
eoHtinued Warwid^, bending to look m 
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her face, **• permit me also to learn ^he 
lanfguage 6f yoUri. By the^sword' of Guy,- 
/tia^ hatred j fi^d disgust^ > imurmountabler 
aversion to my friend/ What, tboiigii'his 
birth h princdy, hi$ disp0^ition nobl€f» 
his' p()^se$sions roytA y I was deceivedr^^ 
when Ifdtnded tho^se-anxiotks looks, wfaidh ' 
coVefrtly watched hi^ movements^ and thatjt 
br&athlesd ddmhnmon twhick' hung oa 
every word he uttered^ marked' the willing' - 
servitude c^ a capritated heart.' Butthm^ 
empire 6f bemty mbst yield i^ petty tyw 
ranny, when' potent en^Dni^S' threaten its . 
destructibn. If Lancaster is not wordvf 
to protect you confidentially, name U^ume 
wbkh of the suitors who bdw iatyour 
train you think meel to prefer, and I 
doubt not, although inferior in merit, the 
selected lover wi41i>e more liberal in prd* 
fesdc^, and' as prompt in aecepting the 
task imposed by youriprcference."- 
* " Ungenerous WarwiGk,*'^ replied 
^Iida):^^ are then? no reasons which 
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shoukLmake me h^ta^ Has JLor^ 
Lancaster e\'er evinced f that* desire to wiq 
my affections^ which wouM afieure me of 
the state of his 0wn ?'* 

^ His mefits^ wooed* you,** aijswereci 
BeauGhamp. ^^ Let meaner lovers apply 
to Cupidts- text-book » for that eloquence 
which pra{M6 the eausQ of doubtful desert ; 
and what more manly proof can he. ^ve 
you^of the force of' his aSection, than^ to 
breve, for your sake^. the enmity of the 
most proud and kiexomble hamm in Eng- 
land, iwbose revenge, libeia covered fire, 
wiH^bitm the fiencest bectiuge it mu^ be 
coocealed.** - •» 

#6. Sunely,** .replied 'AKoia, f* h^tiQUj* 
re^uities me to avoid exposiAg" his »gene« : 
ramy to sudi/periK** • 

" That reason/* repUed W^rivickj 
" iwldsits force in respect to. every o^her. i 
champion, and dooms you to be the un- 
defended victim r/ of. V Surrey's violence. 
BoC'.piieferi that plea personally, and if/". 
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)rou urge it ivith the tsmie look of wuining 
gezitlenef s and sweet surrender you now 
ttse^ I mistad&e much ifk wi.Ufiot have the 
same effect on my friend ; the threats of 
|>road Sttjrrey rendeymg hkn more deter* , 
minedip devote bis life to yoprMTvi^^ 
But theD%Iit weavs ; your safely dc|>eiid9 
oa |»ro0ipt /decision^ and J caoe.to ^son* 
dtiSct you iotfantly $q your father.^' , . ^ 
As Warwid^ hurried Alicia fo 14^*4 
liMoIn's fuifUhn^ her heart throbh^ 
with eommry . emotions ; eren c^quetfiy 
was not excepted: sad she x^eepUeol^y 
but cottld noi arrsfige the prqjj^sedifjiq;^^ 
lations. Joy was subdued by the delkale 
apprehension that maiden pride had beeia 
defrauded of its just prerogative^ |,ihlut 
she had been won before she 19^ ^ywoed i 
.that ptry^ or any other motive than retd 
preference, induced Lancaster to offer a 
protection^ which seemed^ on bis part> a 
gifty while, the hand she bestowed was 
rather the suppliant's plea for aid^ (h»a 
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the reward of faithful service. Witb 
these fearSf suffioieat to alanm aojp.deti^ 
caft^ mind^ wer^r nuxedw^nagvbt^ipettuliair 
to tlijs gay youltgi bdauty. t Shelmd not 
proved'the pmrer hey «tm)r toUrJhbr eh^ 
p^simsed; and.what M|)etionty ^irooMia 
lHiit)|iid :asii»ne, i^vt^m M!f |l»v«l^j beA 
TSSt^PtrmMeA at her^ frcyMidf< sue^ bat 
her 8miteinb]BWaitetl<«i^i»f Caprices; faetd 
A^t^ d|)ptered \»teki^ tifltorabl^^ nottr ri- 
^fiettbtisiy ' eiatl&d' ; had' giMm no praofc 
tftftt te wotttd sttccmnb to ber will; usr 
fiFen aiidixr her^0 fte the guide of Imt own 
a<:ti(^^^ But then this terrible Surrey , -*^ 
thod^h there V9^ somewhat Kke attach- 
sient in hisp^rseiMsi^mg pretensions, aod 
though he might, ><ias Beatrice said, be 
les^^f a manscer than her settled aversion 
d€Scr3>ed him ) yet the ^tk design of his 
eye^' the measured amenity of his smrle, 
ever £eatiulof sliding into the grin of tna- 
levotence : the studied courtliness of his 
complioB^nts, the hurrying impetuosity <)f 
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his vivacity An involuntary shudder 

chilled her blood as*she sketched this por-i 
trait, and she shrunk with contempt fron\^ 
her own wayward caprices, in ^.oubting, 
if she could be happy with a husband 
whom every one revered. Margaret o^ 
Gloucester wept in secret for the dis- 
graces and follies of Gaveston, wboim i^^ 
public she attempted to defend. QueeEk ^ 

Isabella avoided all allusions tp her royal:. 

♦ •*''■.■■' ' . ' 

consort, from a consciousness that no-i 

•i , ' \ ' . . . ■ -"^'^ 

thm"^ could be said in his- praise j but on^ 

one topic she could always ^be eloquent,, 

the good deeds pf the Earl her husband. .. 

If Warwick would not hurry her alonr. 

SO fast, and Kive her time to recollect hec 

scattered thoughts^ pe;*Jiaps in her^man*^ 

ncr of receivm? his addresses she might 

impress tne ^inind of her princely lover, 

with a conviction that shp was not whp^lv, 

unworthy to be considered as the partner. 

or his tortunes. But she was already la 

the presence of tier rather: he looked 
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-paler than usual, as he lay extended on 
his pallet conversing with • Lord Lan- 
caster, who stood unboiinetted by his 
Side, with an air so expressive of respect 
stnd humility, as re-assured the agitated 
ihaiden,' while turning her eyes from her^ 
princely lover, she sunk on her knees by 
her father's couch, and craved to know 
MSs:pteasure. 

^^'fhe Earlof Lincoln rose, and as he 
erribraced his darling, she felt the feeble 
fl'uttermgs of his overlaboured heart.—- 
••'%'chiW,*' said he, '" while I had 
power to draw this sword from its scab- 
bard,' thou hadst no need of any other pro- 
t^or J but how, even thy soft arm slides 
frotn my grasp. Beloved of my soul, to 
whom shall I entrust thee ? Thy mother 
b^ 'forsaken 'thee, limiting her influence 
Cb'tliose secluded walls my will forbids 
tliee to enter. A share is faid for thy free- 
dbm^, thy honour, thy peace. These re- 
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peated alarms hasted a& okl man's journorf 
to the grave. I would not be deprived of 
all I love^ before I receive the partifi|f 
viaticum« I would reserve one hand» tlMi 
pressure of which would fall gratj^ul am, 
my closing eyes. When the richly ladefi 
vine is unsupp^ed, the basest foot treads 
on its produce; but marry it to thestately 
elm, and it forms a purple canopy, luxtt* 
riant and-«ecure from spoliation. Behold 
Ml this Blu^rious llead of the LaKicastrieui 
Ptantagen^ts^ a protector given diee hf. 
thy fathei-; dfld^f princely Earl^'iKth^the 
full fete of aH ^ idy possessbus, seenred t^ 
thee und tliy hern, receive the last nA 
dtta^bt'oP^my children as an especial tniSi^ 
ill#3ldi%ei| too dMiiwitk thee^ Aou ^ 
kindandjusttofaer/' ^3 

'^^"m&'thitf 1^ metoem '^4(W^ sdpakted 
rights, foriiiieeted levity, "dr coy disdtfilil 
LdMasi!ek*i ji^th ^one Imite 'bei^ to^ dui 
^eiind^ Iftd^ witftr^ th6 san^4oK6ic^^<fr«a 
verent lowliness as vhen he first met her 

5 



in ,hk :fi\ffam*9 garby r^eiv^d Alicia's 
J^nd frofu h^i ^ber. ^' Min^ is a^ proud 
bwrf^ L^y'' 69)4 h«, ^^yet would I not 
«Sin6Q€^fmy .gratitude foir tbjs vast influx 
fy[ happiness to the partial gwerosity of 
l^9^i^erated father. If I part with this 
itir hasd^ whic^ now^ tcfinbles like a 
^tl^ve in my gra^p, wilt {tipa again be^ 
stQi¥ it a$ th^ fiignification of thy free 
4bo^, and tbe invalmble reward of my 
igJieti9[)Pj nvowat, ; that ^ot the earidonjy^ 
^icti.fre given aa thji jfjpwer, Oi^r yet tbe 
umiifUkA.h^tntyroff^llij person, would 
hr»} iy§#imw|i 5 t|iy r^rds. from tiiaf 
^»vmv^ck gave theeb^ty, For^J 
n^^ofivl^oed tbatllw 4PW^#«»t? I??* 

graces?** . j-.j. -,: jgui b;i> bii:^ 

i.i>^l«*«cc|41 iAiW3irfniW«rr?i Sifaawras 
•*B!»ji«sl»»i 19 %vois% ; ^^ t^Bjjj^^^f 
hex s©|il ^a«ta4«»2ry*b«.WgI^fe5|iW?85, 

»i^>^9gAieit^7tQ anuHkiwb9ifts^b9l4 
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d^rer ^than ^\\ her natural or ad vend* 
tious advantages ; but on occasions when 
language is incapable of interpreting the 
hearty, nature explains her sentiment by 
the usual associate of strong susceptibility^ 
the unequivocal expression of an intelli^ 
gent countenance. Alicia restored her 
fielded hand to Lancaster, with a salute 
that spoke tenderness rather than joy; 
Then hastily turning from the lord, of her 
future destiny, she fixed her eyes on th6 
ghastly cojuntenano? of him from vhooi 
she had derived her being ; and throwing 
hersetf into his arms with an intensity of 
affectkn which, while it seemed to ex- 
clud€ evary other object, more especialij^ 
endeared^ Jber to Lancfist^r, exclaimed^ 
" My ^e'^yest, .dearest father, who wiU 
miniver to yobf infirnmies if I must leave 

/? A grateful country and a gracious 
God^^f answered the Eaarl of Lincoln,* as 
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Widi reaoVated strength be ro«e from 
his ' couch and commaaded ' Fathex^. 
Ambrose to p^form the ceremony. 
When*' the wedded pair knelt £c>r his he^ 
nedicdon, and he embraced his dau^ter. 
as Countess of Lancaster, it seemed as if 
that name, like a consecrated ^ulet^ 
confi^rring security and peace, instanta« 
neously checked the ravages of decay. 
Raising his eyes to heaven, Pe Lacy in- 
voked the spirits of his glorioud ancestors, 
calling on them to observe, that he had 
given them a representative worthy of 
their inheritance. " The virtues artd the 

renown of the Lacies and the Long^ees,^' 

* 
said he, '^ rest upon thee* Be thou, 

Alicia, chaste and duteous as the matrcms 

from whom^ thou art sprung ; binding to 

our house, with a band of adamant, this 

stately pillar, whose firmness will secure 

its durability and thy safety. An4 t^ow» 

when the angel of death smites me to the 

VOL. u. c 
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dusty weq> not for the removal of atn cfki 
znan, ivhose task m^ life is concluded ; 
"-but lay my c6rpse among my ancestors^ 
ind fill my place with benigner influeace 
iiid Iutpp!er fortone&^ 
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CHAP. Xffl. 

Tis die miiMl that inaket the My rule; 
. And as the sun breaks tbn>ug;h the darkest nighty 
So honour peereth in the meanest habit. 
What ! t»the jay more pnciottt than the lark. 
Because the feathers are more beautiful ? 

SHAKKSPtARJB. 

T^HE Earl of Lancaster reqiMsted a 
private audfieiure of the Kmg, to ask 
a few day$ debty in his attendance at 
Westminster* and assigiied is a cause for 
Bis absence faia intebdon of escorting hi$ 
^^fe to Kenilworth. Edward, starting, 
repeal the word wifel Lancaster r^-> 
plied, most assuredly he was married^ 
and to the heiress of the Earl of Lincoln* 
His manner spoke the calm' magnanimity 
of conscious power and steady reititude, 
as he respectfully waited the ]^gV^Iy«. 

C 2 
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After a little hesitation, ** We mtisflf,** 
€aid the courteou^ prince, *^ rfejoice in kn 
event which bih<fe the iservic^s of'^oiir 
dear and 31ustriotis cousin' to us and to 
Kis couhtry j yet must we Wso c6niplaift 
of secreey and precipitation, Seeming to 
doubt our ^prbbatibh, and preventing 
those public testimonials of good. will with 
w'hich we would have joyfully celebrated 
stich high espousals.*^ * . v 
' ' tandister answered^ that ait event 
y»Uch' In hseif 'd(infidtiited Foil feKcitjjr, 
was xather edcirinbered^thain imptwed by 
diose pcfmpdiis gratdtatioii^, which |)ained* 
4elicacy, and '4istui^d the stiii com* 
placenceof^iie^nght. • Kordldit be- 
cothe one .who had so l(»ig acted the part 
of a censor, to permit in his own case 
^ieheediesseispence and vain frivolity he" 
had so'dfBsn condemned. 

** *€cmsm," replied the King, •« w€ 
canno(t iuxt Hope that the atii^idousrchoicd 
on ^hicb w^ felicitate you, wiH i^itc^ 



^ou tp vi^ with l^ aosterity thpse lldppy 
relief^ to .severe business, in which your 
£dr bride lately appeared as (he best orna^ 
'zaent. We canaot aUow the eiclipse of 
that bi*ight Ittminary, whose beams shone 
%o sweetly on pur court* Grji^e secjusion 
may suit . the years of our royal aunt of 
Navafre, but ev^ gallant of our traia 
'vould suspect you of discourteous jea- 
4ousy or< unknightly fear, were you, while 
jam state employments fix you near 
us^ to cull this just opened ros? from our 
bower,, an4 hi^e it jrt a ^anctuary,^ 
i " Should such degrading reflections be 
uttered/* answered the JEarl of La^cister, 
** I trust my gracious prince will be my 
advocate. . He knows I would not have 
married a woman I could suspect of light 
conduct. He also knawsg^ that> .as a 
knight, I 'only fear my Creator. But 
though chastity is a. tower of strength to 
beauty, these, my liege» are not the days 
of Alfred, when a fair- woinan, with a 

c 3 ■ 
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{Miraefef golden her haiid^ couid (ravwee 
the kirigdoBi in- safety, Impimitjr £(Xt 
one ctimt encoura^e^ th« cQfumis^cux'of 
another ; and he who has the temeritf jIo 
brave the shioihering kw^ by concerting 
a 6eed of violence, is wi&held from the 
accomplishment of his de^ns by no other 
restriction than their kn{»raclicltbilityt 

The King replied) that he perceived be 
alluded to the £arl of Surrey, and o£» 
lei^d bis services as a meditfor. He dei^ 
cktt'ed tba^ the iirst wish of hi$ faeairl wag 
peace. Peace with his subjects, peacf 
with all the world. But the peace for 
vhich Edwsu'd sighed wa$ n^ the • secu^ 
rity that rewards glorious and virtupra 
exertic^, nor the blessed pacificatioQ 
ann^nced- at the adveiu of itcarnai^ 
Peity. His desires pointed to the u^r 
por of voluptuousness, the filtitmber of 
sloth^ undisturbed by those cares wbidi 
Relight ambition^ and simulate fortitude; 
Froiffi^ a wish to lower the h^h reproving 
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cone of liaiiicsister's. virtue to the st»idard 
of the parasites who misgoverned his 
^ctUe mpd, the King depired to keep 
hkn and his consqrt; exposed to die at- 
mosphere of a licentiqus courts, whicb^ 
joined to the blandisbmeiits of the fair 
Alicia, inusty he thopght, transform the 
austere censor ip$o a contented copyist of 
the tiabits he form^ly despi^^d. He 
oflfered his m^iation between the rival 
earls lor a simUar r^s^^on, namely, th^t 
IiancaateTi /bribed by .the undi^tiuh^ 
pos(ossti^ of his wife, might not oppose 
bis atten^pt to , retain . Gave$ton, ^ *whic;|i 
vas^he first m^sure tie intended to l^i^ 
pose to the parliant'ent. . 

I^ncastei^ answered, that the high 2a|)|E 
which he held: in the state mad^.itjm- 
possible for hiniito fear Lord Surrey^ . |f 
after liberating Lady .Alicia itom vo^^ 
which her premature age . r^ndemd Ollgli- 
tory on h^ part, he was disposed, lo 
questioa the use shew had jnade of h^ 

c 4 • 
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freedom, his sword was as long and as 
k^en as that earl's, and his vas^Is as 
^numerous. Nor would the law, whicih 
spread its ample shield over the meanest, 
refuse its protection to th^ first subject ift 
the realm. If, on the other side, Surit^ 
desired reconciliation, he wsS willing to 
give the hand bf amity. But reta&niing 
his opinion, that even in this latter cas^ 
it was inexpedient to fan the flame which 
>Rrant of fuel would soonest extingtiish^ 
he should deposit his dearest treasure it 
KenilWorth ; ivhere the company of his 
adopted sister, and august mother, would 
ifford that endearing solace which an 
mgenuous mind vainly seek^ in the hurry 
of mixed society. 

* £bd Lancaster intimated his intentidfi 
of retiring from the management of pub* 
lie aifairs, and secluding himself with his 
fair bride, most willingly would the King 
have commuted for the " ecl^se of that 
bright star," on seeing at the same timfe 
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ih^ port^A^ous planet^ whose ipflaencQ 
analigjx ^e most dreaded^ retire from his 
i^^n^di^te horiaxm. Bpt, h^ knew thj9 
I9an. Im^ioyeably steady to his prin? 
piple^t h^ ^wpuld. rem^n a watcher 
f^, bis 2((:tioQ$ i a perpetual monitor to 
i^emind him of his promises^^ sind to pre- 
yenj^ their viola^on. . It was paly by 
Alicia's infliience tha^ hi$ character could 
bepra^sformed ; and (hat influence would 
be.Jesfs epicacipjas^ Jf only.ei(ef,ted2^t occ^^^ 
;^nal j(pj^Yie,w?j^ |ha^ if mi^for j^,a<e^ij9^ 
Vpon his mind in all the<v|rious inodul^* 
tipns of humour and feelipgi Alida, top* 
young and^eiible» n)%ht 9dapt't,hQ,in<»n- 
ners^ as weltas the principles, of Qi^^^ 
Blanche, and confirm the patriof; §be^w^ 
desired to rela;K. For all these re^^cAs 
she .must be Js;ept at court* , ,, ^ ^ 

. Unwilling to have jecourse to t|)f 
hardness of a command.^ the |^ii)^ r$^ 
sorted to less peremptory measles. .^,.Hp 
closeted Surrey ; caliped th& Vidieipenc^ 

c 5 
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6f his rage J disclosed the fine of fcotldticf 
he wi^ed him Co adopt ; and isoon wdii 
his apparent' ccMncidoice. The inteif- 
fereace of the Queen was agaJA solicited^ 
Never did Isabella exert It s6 willingfy : 
/ the society of Alicia was indeed her pecu- 
liar delight. It had been publicly an- 
nounced that she was likely to proMce 
an heir tdlEnglanci j and she claimed thfe 
jprivileges annexed to her situation. She 
•intreated^ she conjured Lancaster, as a 
knight liound to a courteous attention to 
the requests of a princess, n6t to deprive 
her of her beloved friend, at a period 
ivhen the solace of her society was Ne- 
cessary to her rife. He did not know 
how very apt great ladies are to die and 
Recover J but that the concession might 
come from her whose acquiescence would ^ 
make it more peculiarly grateful, he an- 
swered, that Alicia should' determine her 
future residence/* Perhaps he would have 
yielded with less difficulty, had he 'not 
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esteemed it an important duty to vratch 
over tbe lapses of his own heart, jest, if 
he did npt sometimes deny himself thq 
solace of her society, his strpng afiectioa 
for his enchaQting partner should with- 
draw his. mind from those stern exertions 
of talent and integrity which the times 
required. 

In the meantime Warwick, rejoicii^kg 
that the most formidable inipediment to 
his hopes was removed, xwhile he congra^ 
hilated the young County of I^ancaster 
pn her happiness^ alluded to his own 
amour. He described Kenilworth as a 
paradise fit for angels, and inhabited by 
beings of another world. He sketched 
the Queen of Navarre with great strength 
of colourings but, undesignedly, made her 
rather grand than amiable. He dwelt 
largdy on the virtues of Matilda^ — - his 
Matilda henowventureij to call her; — ^and 
in the openness of fraternal confidence, 
and the fullness of his regard for that 

c 6 ♦ 



< 3« ) 

geiitte maiden's peace, hfi. endeaTowed 
to awaken Alicia's sympathy for.atrivaU* 
^hoRi, securie in b^iiBourabie posse^HOD^ 
she could not fear, by owning the love 
he supposed -she entertained . for Laa^ ' 
caster. Voluble ia the prakes of 'ons 
whom he •avowe4 to be tibe mtatreas^of 
his hearty he forgot that the theme which 
to him wa9 mu^ic might be discoxdankto 
his auditor. He $pdke of Matilda as a 
perfect being, whom k was an smposf* 
sibility to emulate, aqd a> duty :fa,jad- 
mire; whose Iqve wa$ all iatell^^ttai} 
-whose manners we^'e entirely faultfeas. 
He li^new that they wo^ld, be firm friepdi^, 
but by the well remembered delio^y of 
maiden pride, he adjured. Alicia to toueb 
lightly on, the topick Wi^iich was ino^. 
gmeful to herself; to avoid the pnueeid 
of h^ ov/n beloved Lancaster ; and to 
interest Matilda about Beauchan^ who 
only lived for her, though bound by feear xi* 
goroas ijij unctions to avoid tliesubject <4f/ 
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lore* Lady Lanca^ar £uiirIy'p^ofnised otk 
sorvance. She saw nothing so raptti^atisiy 
tMn^orting iii the paradise of KehiliK^drth; 
Tie turrets might be loftier, the: arras' 
nyure expensive, the park more spacious, 
and the cohered parterres more curiously 
oraamenled than those belonging to any 
of her fiber's castles, but the eye soon 
grew satiated with glazing on tinVarying^ 
w<m4exs. He ileseribed no stage plays ^ 
and jugglers, minstrels or maddtig balls, < 
or touniaments^) Queen Blanche ' might 
be exa^lary for dkcretioB and charity, 
so Ji^as^her owa mother, the Lady Mar- 
gagpal'; and yet, '\i4th a sigh that spoke 
no pleasmg recollectioa of the maternal 
character, «he fancied thkt her royal 
fri^d, IsabelUi, was ahe mo^ agreeable 
companion. As 4br th^ fiiir paragon of 
perfection, the visionary captive of 'her 
unseea lord^ ami 'now self-devoted to 
singleness for his sake; though she^as 
carious to see the featul^s which had 
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£iildd to- erase the impriession of her omi^ 
early habit, had rendered the society of 
those who conformed to her opiaioas^ 
and reflected her manners, so easy and 
pleasant, that she bad no wish to ex^ 
change it for the conversation of persoijis 
who, by Beauchanip's acconnt, arrogated 
superiority; and, under the officious pre* 
text of improvenieiu, might be xmper<t. 
tinent, or at least would, by their. as<* 
sumption of perfection, impose on her a 
painful restraints . A perpetual mental 
(essay, purifying the thoughts of all adhe* 
sive dross,. was a troublesome, mortifying 
occupation, tending either to insincerity 
or undue humiUaiion. It was iquch 
more agiieeable to associate with those 
who let the mixed metal pass without 
applying the touchstone, and . even took 
k' diankfuUy, though,, perhaps, they paid 
a still baser currency in return.. If she 
was displeased, vapoured, (great ladies 
were, even then, subject to vapours dur- 
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1n^ an interrtfption of amusements,) moift 
lified, or indisposed, 0orcas aHrays tried 
to" apjiease, and Beatrice atteifipted td 
'df?ert^fier. In fine, though the Sawy 
^acte (h'ef l6rd*s town residence) might 
'tiSt 'W ^ ' spadoGs as l^enilworth, nor 
'Qtr^'Isabeflla so learned and wise ^ 
Her ''royafi aunt, nor her own hdies so 
'g^ttt, (iSelicate, and refined as. Matilda^ 
tfer^ itffeas of retJfement were so con* 
'tiKrted^with restrSiht, mortificarion, and 
tchfegrin as the associates of a lady m 
Iref^btfrdffial casttt^ :that when Lancaster 
%ttbttlitted her fntferB residence to her 
*cfi5&?ee, she onlya^k^d, if she might con- 
sidifr feiVself as secure from the violence 
'6f Surrey ; and when hei^ hu^and indigo 
•rtimtly diecked an apprehension -injurious , 
tty- hSs "rank and power, she decided to 
iteccom'pany the court -to London, with- a 
protnptiffide w'hich -staggered ' his faith 
% that elevated tutnof ihihd which » he 
hitherto thought^ the baSfe Of her ' cha^ 
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)»ct^r,rmd he inqii^edf die reasons of b^ 

Alicia, though a sciif^deceiver, w^ 
^ahpv^ the basq^e^s ^ of .trying ^ to ^ecej)^ 
ianpther. Among the mau^^^ which had 
decided fher choice, was her reluctance 
$Q leav^ h^r lord j th^s she avowed^ or 
rathey implied, witha^mile and bluehi^^ 
qha&te afiec^ont ^hP then pleaded har 
^y to th^ Qu<ien ; hot.she ^aultered as 
^ spoke, s^Qsihle jii^ to give t|^at naxne 
to selfpindtttgezKie i)i|a& disingenuous.. O^ 
the claims, of filial pi^ty she could (pea^ 
with frat^esG and volubility; tho^Earl 
of LiiKoln's advanced age, decliain^ 
health, and de$tituti^a of domei^tic con;i- 
.forts« This argunnent was sufEciently 
cogent to silence the hufibandfs app^c^ 
hensioiDfi ) and the faur bride, uQpractisf4 
in the duty of self-examination^ and ig- 
fioraiU how little wfigbt . these^ rea;^cs 
reaily .had on her decision, fqrbore;.to 
isi^ntioa others, which almost without 
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lier consciousness had really i 
her. Yet her sincerity was hurt at the 
transported admiration her lord bestowed 
on her duteous observancei Though a 
severe worshipper of truth, he adopted a 
style of florid compliment. He, called 
her, not only the delight of bis soul, but 
the guide of hk conduct. " We must/* 
he said, ^* divide the task of renoering 
yb\iT venerable faither happy ; and if mj 
p«t)Iic occupations ofta% call me. froflgi 
the couch on which, at the close of 
a long useful life,' the warrior retts his. 
toil-wom form, meditating the plans to 
which { must give efficiency, sweetest 
Alicia, account the ad^tional visit which 
your tenderness pays him in my name, 
among the numerous undischarged obli- 
gations your^ happy husband will ' ever 
owe you.'* 

9^11 Lancaster, though he dbtibted not 
his consort's prudence, felt apprehensions 
which he knew it would be iiidecoh)as. 
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and/ .psriiaps unworthf of . hiiQself imd 
her^ *• td acknowledge*. The first time 
they met at courts Surrey held cmt his 
hand \i3th an air of frankness, reminded 
iitm of his cmiduct at the totimameotty 
and iK^idi well^^t^npered flattery, protested 
Ifce V0as the only mlm in England MrJiom 
he ctfuld patiendy see reaping the pro& 
of that itoMpiracy, against his love and 
his honour, which had been formed by 
base dander and narrow bigotry* But 
though hii^ pride waa not imrt by a pr#^ 
ference,. which being univereal must be 
just, k was only his patriotism that bad 
rdactaatly counselled him td overkxik 
the wrong old Lincoln had done him. 
This he should be^ in mind, and pexiwps 
when .England wore a better aspect, Ins 
sense jof it m%ht speak in thiinden But 
the Earl of Lancaster was his fsiend,: aasd 
be knew the force of that dbligation on 
an faonottrable mind.^-. There was . mnch 
in this which that Earl disliked ^ which» 

6 
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addeH'tathe presente of Gavestpn, vAuy 
s»H loitered near the King, gave him such 
a disgust to*the^ourt as^ perhaps, gene- 
rated f^rs and suspicions for which there 
wa$ ti6 just ground. Had not Alicia been 
educated in a guarded sonrement f Ihd 
ndl her mkid been early imbued with the 
strictest principles of patriotism and piety f 
Had she not r^iEised^ from the be^ mo-^ 
tms, a man of ^corrupt character; and 
with unstained propriety passed warify 
through the dangerous hbyiinth of ad-^ 
miatdaxif ^so £itai to £emale rectitude and 
peac^ii £wn in that ' prefer^ice which 
stia aiow da sweetly avowtd, had she not 
been sacoyly secret that his own guarded 
pbsanrano&iwas long ere it detected her 
latent ioi^? it was ionposstble* therefore 
tbalt pleasuire could debase or alienate her 
heart* > Nothing but violence could tear 
her from him ; and against that, while he 
aflSa:ted.aj<|>erfect security, he resolved to 
use' every precaution bis wisdom could 
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(Suggest, or his power supply* In all 
.other f^espects he would leave her sole 
•mistress of her own cooduct*^ 

A court residence being' th«s detef- 
/mined on, Lady Lancaster's fir^t use q{ 
iber independence wa$ ,to arrange her 
•household ; and here she found able 
•assistants and active advisers in the Que^ 
.and her own waiting damaels* . The jcciost 
idifEcult point was the confessor. . Father 
-Ambrose was imposed upon her by the 

* Countess her mother; but with united 
"vdce the whole of her attendants prq^ 
tested they could n^t bear lunu His look 
imildewed joy i his voice waa the ahrum 
of detain Beatrice vowed ahe nev^ 
could go to- confession if be continued in 
the chair ; and Dorcas ^ol^e with horror 
of a penance which he had enjoined h^r^ 
never to read a legend in which wa^ jafqf 

• thing about love. She had tri^d to soften 
.the rigor of this doom, , by careful]^ obU- 
iterating the word wherever she met witJi 
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it) attd now her conscience reproached 
her for defs^cing holy records. The Earl: 
of Lancaster heard with wonder of his 
bride^ objections to the early guide of 
her conscience ;^ but Alkh, persuaded 
hiiQ tl|at his austere manners, and rugged 
temper. Impeded, rather' thdai inspired- 
detroliDn* She further said, it would be 
wronrg to mortify the good mian by fixing 
hijn in a spot where he would be con- 
tlmiaily turning up^ bis eyes, and railing 
at ^bommatlons. He wou^ be infinitely 
happier aniong^ the ruins of Bangor,' 
pfisummg the site of -the monastery her 
mothe)^ inti^tided to found, to pray Tor 
the scnd^of her brother, and all the la-^ 
rrStf.' A learhed Augustihe had beea 
rebDtxtmended fo he)-, devout, polite,' and 
Ubend, Hit Hilary by iiai^ie, humane in 
hk cttara^t^r, and plesslngin hisman* 
ners. . In hibi piety appeared in a decent 
cdif, and did hot perpetually protrude 
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die exteminatiog baklness of the mo« 
ilastic loasure^ 

\ Assooa as the ycmsg Cou&tess had 
arnoiged her. establishment, she laid (the 
plan before her lord. Beagles, fdcoos, 
palfreys, pages, and damsels were passed 
over with rapid assent* But he puaed 
at some subsequent appointments. Either 
from pity of Lady Audley'a sorrawsfr in* 
dignatidn at Surrey's crimes, or from .the 
better yiotiv^ of benevolence to a faftid 
old man, she had hitherto retainedlidyd 
in her Service as her own minstrel^ aod 
had often employed the hour of todli^C 
m hearipg hiih ehaunt hid.piiBQus>.iiitty; 
bik she -now tboughic his ^furrowjed £Ke 
and blading ferrn^ would iU l>ecome>the 
heed ruff, and. rich> lixevy of vgrenraiid 
9old^ int wfcV^ -It^ othar couH ladies, 
she meant to* atore hdrrduef faatai':^}te« 

4 

sidie, his one tKiRewas so isisiple and so 
aaonotonous that, 'though it might draw 
teays fMtel Mabel and Humphry Lack- 
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mgtoa dt Font^ract, it ^fould- ipake 
ladies and knigbts kugh wha were ac* 
customed to madrigate ^md roundelays, 
liloyd therefore received aawdpie lai^ssi 
•md was mfely sent. bacfc to his onm coun- 
faej f bat in hist stead the lady retaiiusd, 
teside the 'chief romstrel^ (an eminent 
iiodbadour^ recommended by theQueeo,) 
tbcee trumpeters^ a tabourer, a lutist) 
and la player on'^he rebeck. Lancaster 
4»ranf ed over the number seveb on the 
jooBBflical tist^ He tolerated state $ he con- 
sidered that a pr bice of the blood ought 
jQfreacoiu^e ialmt, and; keep: a ikoUe 
CBttUistBiiBpt) but he^ thought, seven 
sttosnaaoDs, who had. no <xther eit^doy^ 
ttent^ must, very at^opl^r.- supply - every 
f im p BB ea o f iibeaiity andiharmdny. , « . 
.«tiAi set ofi ^tage-<pla)fieis :was next upMi 
1^ Kst^ bttt here M&cm i^fessed tobe 
srtty *.idGd8fate» Her. company was to be 
kfis/^fay a .third) than the Qaeen'% and 
the only wished 40 rttaiii them in her 
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s^vke from Allhallows to Sl^ro9«tide, 
and fram Easter to ' WbHsuntide. M 
other tktM6 th€f might travd aiid colb^t 
conjtfibutiQ&s among the BobiHty. LoyI 
Lanca^er^ doubted the expedieticy ^ 
partially employmg nien who tnust^ at 
other' seasons, be itineranis, especially 
when the state iras,< in extr^tfta need of 
soldiers^ husba&dmen^ and mi&Qt»$. 
But then these pwple w«re brought n^ 
to no otfier employ, tbey were Mkc^ 
with especial attention to th^ miarati 
and abilidesy and bad jcorenanted to 
con^e th^ exbiMtions to mystienes aisl 
moisalide^, ex^oept on jboHdays, wlm 
samp ipleasant ioterl pde, repre^jmtmg fbe 
bmningiqf ar cattle, or the <Ssench{rt^f|)lg 
a fair lady wbo had Jbeea trusfi^r^^ 
&119 t mrpeut £or {^idfpi a Ad cruelty, 
mer^ p««ci|tted by allesiosptiyy tk^ioek 
rigid 4«vpt«Qs. The Earl sodded ivi 
assent, and theitage-pl^yersw«reentpred 
on. hisf honsibh&td |N)ok. . 



^ 
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.« diraiff came next/ a most^diviJrtmg 
mo^en^e creamre, procured with the 
^eafes^ difficiiltyy and less, by an ihcK^ 
lii the Queeii^s. Lorcl Lancaster asked 
Tfis vii'il iiiA s'aid^ that his thdtlier had'no 
ISiclH appendage. P5er&aps not. She might 
di^t&e the fashion, and yet it^ was very 
' ^efierif. 'iKven the Princess' liiargaret of 
CrlSutieSer, imhappy lady ! ' thougli all the 
#or^^ew tlilft herhushaild was pro- 
Tfliwft/^i^bfiging, morose, and hegli* 
^^tft^ hM a little antic of this description, 
'^if^'a f uncisity ^tor Ugliness an^ defor-> 
mftf* ii^o ' rd^e* on a t aVih^d 

S-pie!^ '^ii i sword oT lath and shield 
r&shl^, '^Vetenlling to te her 'knight 
'^-^•^elTaihpfeni^ ready* to"^ siSed his hlodd 
te'tef^f^cr "^4 coiirt ladies 

ieSt piuriilSF dwarfs. ^ and ' isiippliea their 
^^ o With the unadulterated succession 
OT thtt cnoice variety olF* Hfie human 
spKies, from tneir nuf^enes; but she 
only wished for one dwarf to carry her 
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Ice^dic lap-dog q^ a clo*. .,of, ggjd 
cushion. ** !Dwarf — Icelandic doe-*^ 
cloth p( gold cushion !^' . It ^i^me^ ^ 
if the blood of the Fla^tagei^ts wqul4 
not endure much more.;, for,tJieI)arj| \xfJt 
his lips as he ordered his clerk to ^ot^ 
them all down. 

The next retainer was a ju^Ier. His^ 
Alicia owned, was but a contemptibly 
amusement j^ but her dan^sels jvere irrp- 
sistibfy importunate to be allowed^ 91^ 
and she consented, as a compromise 40 
get rid of their desire to have a sooth- 
sayer. The Earl rose from his chair, of 
sjtate, and closed the book, observing^ 
he would hot permit a trader in forbi4- 
den ^rts in his family. Alicia joined , in 
reprobating spells^ incantations, conju]^- 

tions,' and all unlawful means of com- 

• • . * • 

pellihg the stars to shed benign influence^ 
or to foretel events by disturbing . th^ 
peaceful dead, and then, with a smile„' 
observed, she had now only to name the 

1 



especial attendaots on herpersibn. Be- 
sides' embrdd^rers, tailors, the corset- 
maJ&er, and tire-maker, the keeper of 
her wardrobe, and the burnisher of her 
jewfels, die must have ^ compounder of 
cosmetics, a distiller of sweet waters, and' 
a skillful leech, adroit in the science' 
of fabricating and tempering medicated 
batdis« 

The Earl dismissed his secretary^, and, 
turning on his Countess a more austere' 
look than any he had ever worn since 
their, marriage, gravely repeated the list 
she Ifad just enumerated* Alicia answered; 
that: she believed some of these retainers 
were newly imported luxuries: as to 
cosmetics, she never used them, nor did 
her health . require medicated baths ; but 
the Queen told her she must have them, 
if not for use, yet for state, to encourage 
ingenious people, and to appear as splen^ 
' dftd and liberal as the rest of the blood 

B 2 
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tancaater answered, l^ tmu^ '^ 
simple but: grand, in att tier eiobelfish- 
ments ; while her boM impugnefl^ (for so 
he called them,) by the mi&uteaesgc^ their 
petty contrivaneee, aimised t^e fimcy bui 
chilled the aflfectiQn& He pointed' to 
two pictures in the apartmait where they 
sjit, Magdalen wiping the feiet of h€t 
iLordj and Catharine awaiting martyr* 
dom* ^^ Can imagination/' said he, 
^' conceive two foraw mum anqMttite^ 
the one breathing the love of a for- 
given penitent^, the^ oxher^ the rap* 
tures of -a spul expecting instant beati* 
tvide? Has the painter implied that 
these hojy women, owe any portion of 
their attractions to the compounder of 
cosmetics, or the maker of tires, and cor- 
sets? Observe the simple: elegance 
of Magdalen^s robe, the easy fail and 
graceful bend of her jredundant tressesr 
how they twine round her finger 99^ 
she .applies them to the sacred^ foot. 



wh^t^, vndk lilt Hlw ImuuI, die clasps 
% her contrite boson« ^w turn to the 
martyr* The bn^ea nda lies near, 
which 4ie heavenly guardian, hovering in 
the air^ who iR^ts to bear her pure i^rit 
to paradise, has just destroyed, to evinte 
his divine power, ^d consummate the 
guilt oft persecuting Miutenttus. The 
saint discovers no joy at the miracle 
which has saved her from torture, no 
fear of ^ the unsheathed sword which 
the executioner holds over her head^ 
while, with rude hand, he rolls up her 
lock^, like a golden coronet, round her 
brows, baring her neck for the deadly 
blow. The eyes of the expectant mar- 
tyr are fixed « on heaven. She has no 
remaining affections for that earth which 
leems scarcely pressed by her feet, so 
visibly does devotion raise and atte« 
nuate her almost etherial form* Save 
the chaste fear of exposure, marked by 
ber |;fa8ping her robe pn htr bosom,^ 
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: ber ^oul seeHis to havefoi^otten that ivk 
y€t in the body. Yet, how kwely is thai 
form^ how just its proportions ! Can tbe 
luxurious fascinations of the Queen yoo 
$0 much admire and so closely imitate, 
Qd even your own stSI unaliulterated 
beauty, compare with its symmetry? 
Yet its attire is a tunic, a mantle, a ireH, 
and a wimple ; instead of a stomacher, 
•tiff mth gems, the cincture df th^ un^ 
obtrusive girdle is only marked by the 
depending rosary, and the compression 
of the tunic* Imitate the dress of tthese 
pictures if you would be thought attrac* 
tive ; if beautiful, study their character, 
k is the sentiment of devotion impressed 
on those faces, which bestows thd? soul- 
subduing ch^rm. Let ^iety theii be 
your daily cosmetic, wash yo6r hce 
every morning ^with the tears of Mag^' 
dalen, paint it with the holy glow cS^ 
Catherine,* and rather than encourage* 
your f^low creatures to* waste theft Vti^ 



\* 
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io3i talents oh artsr of seduction which 

-yoii profess to despise, employ the 

iiirealth you possess in being the patroness 

of useful inventions, and teach the prin'> 

cesses you af e called to imitate, a more 

honourable ambitbn/' 

' This was new language to Alicia,. 

sometirhat ungalliant froni a bridegroom, 

aild ' father indicative of the sternness' 

^bich ISeatrfce prognosticated. Yet he 

was s6 discriminating (for the compli* 

ment he had paid her at the Queep'i 

expence was not overlooked,) thai .she 

would attribute his want of taste to the 

sihgulanty of his education. His mother ' 

> * ' ¥ 

must be an odd character. * " Shfe was. 

glad she \^as not fo reside with one who 

would have been a very Father Ambrose, 

except thit* she could not be ordered to' 

Her dormitory, ^hen' she grew very 

troublebome. 

- Though most anxious not to ofifen J, 

she yet ventured on an expostuhtion.- 

D 4 
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PMple might be very good yA^^ tifffr^ 
ing to imitate saints a^d mjurtyrsj.aiid^ |1k 
indifferent things, conformity to a preVfUl*; 
ing. custom implied courtesy, ^ P9c|> W^ 
SQgularity did pride* To divert upi^fah * 
sonable^ gnvity, Ae ralUed l^xfLf/ffift^ 
o^ the dress of his mother's ^a^^ 
A^tilda, and revenged 1^ . lepipvjntg 
g%ice at, hfT peaked s^oes .9114 tiinpet- 
bq||lt coiffure, by suppQ6i|)||^ ihft V^ 
w^d ftill vpre tl)ej^(ffk SfUiidal, qK)9d> 
a])4. bodkin* l$h$ woyld sketch her por-. 
tx»t to divert the Qv^etn, and ipake hat 
seiid for the orij^aiK 

•f My ngral mpther/' resumed Im^ 
c^?lPP* *• preserves, in |ie^ cqwt, tbf 

hsy^ts and «u^^lers of her pist^, Qfmtt. 

4 

a%4 d^w^nif firtjies cbarmied the hfsirt 
ofjhat £;j|^, «ho» administering justigpf 
ii) hi* plaia gaberdine^ asked ;a jnch*,i 
}> .s^%d , pfies^, if . God was a ire- > 
S9IE^' ^i<pl^«^ baWt& Him»lf)a||.« 
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giUipIc |6^ hb nbjeetsr bf his noble im^ 
flkkfi be pointed ovt the attire as wA 
at'tiie viitttes of hit lainenied consoM^ 
Mtln^fnStatioit of uabom agea, by tba 
atr«etttteslie erected nrhererer Iwrrevwed 
liiiiaiitt retted in dieirway to die maoac^ 
lein* of tiie £ngs of Es^buI. At theat 
GflMna SAward caUed on his sobjects tot 
ps»f 6)t^ the qKedy beadtode oi ik 
ctostanr ompanioiiy the endeared' asscH 
eimr of aU his dangers and glones ; die 
vteseifortilude never shrunk from perfl, 
whirtbe» it wore' the diape of an nstb* 
masiAxg dervise, of a Bagan soldan^ dt a 
pMMt^ ^falssiy? calling himself most chrti. 
tiad, who'baisely endiaitvAnred to pitriider 
ther tteybvwfaott he had deSeited. By sea, 
byrUftd^ whei'eviei^Ed'^atdfmighr, toiled, 
mMs^nii ^Gfr mfl^e4 Bleanora; lilon 
the* ^gA^ of ednsriation, ikdffisteired 
to> hisi wants. AiA even the' incehtod 
eMtinRis »eaied ^o respect their insepa^ 
nMe' satac^sBenr, for tlie^ thunderbolt 
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VfKich fell at tlveir feet 2^ tfiey sat'Soodly 
conversing at Bourd^uz, spareS tbar 
sacred . lives, that they nrigfat a Iktk 
longer: shew to. an admiringr world a gimk 
pjMcey pTovti . of being faidiftil to a 
princess who despised all m^retridous 
arts, and preserved her husband's ^hi^urt, 
by ^ simplicity^ charity, and . obedieocen 
As often as you see the : sculptured 
%ure of Eleanora, pay hosna^ to its 
matronly graces, respect the accom^ 
plisbed native of a distant xUme, who 
left the bright sun of her own country 
and gave her heart to England, and aa 
example, eminent even in a country most 
fisrtile in domestic virtues. Some of her- 
daughters, by then* higk alliances, .have- 
filled . foreign ' courts with her prauses;' 
the Countesses, of Gloucester and Here- 
ford lived examples to our own ; and; 
the pious nun at Amesbiiry,. continues an 
iotercessive saint, to supplicate, that' the» 
£uU.viai of heaven's vengeance ^ may notf 
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be poured . on the degenerate nation, 
which* has forgot the example of her 
parents. The royal Eleanora was not a 
saint or a martyr ; I may therefore pro- 
pose her as a fit object of your virtuous 
emulation. She . was the friend of my 
illustrious mother, and the model by 
which the manners and mind of Matilda 
were fashioned." 
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'tlTE niust now return to the sitoatioA 
of public a^airs. It has been seen 
that the Queen's wrongs erected a third 
j>arty, some of whom were sti^ulate^d 
by the gallant spirit of chivalry, whili; 
.i)thers were urged on by emotiops \e$% 
pure, an4 audacious hopes inspired Jt()r 
Aie condescension and C9nfidence ; of 
injured royalty, seeking protection froiM 
an inferior. Elated by the number ^ 
ptisans, whom her smiles and te^rn 
B^d collected and precipitated by. tfaeit 



CHAP. XIV. 



Domestic hsppinesf , thou imljr ^Tia \ 

(if PaprfKluc* that h*t^.surviyUthef4S< ..t [■* 

Tho' few noN^ taste thee unimpaired and pvre^ 

Of tasttng,tl(ing enjoy th€^f too tnfirin» ■ » 

Or too incautious to preseiVe ihy'.sw^ct^, 

U^mUM with 4f opt fiflkkter. 



\ 
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ifi^ COua^eb)) this h^^^pirited princtts 
Bom^shed a deep awl deadly resentment 
agawst her hu$ban4 A& ber years in* 
creased aiul her bteuty^ ripraed^ her pas* 
sipii^ ga&ered sti^engtb, and the ^Jk 
tmi^, q{ her chacacter hecanie: Tisibkw 
Sh^ was nQ lofi^er the w^eeping^ trenu 
btmg child, easily krkatedl and sooa 
appeased ; but tbe< dar^ intrigtielr, db>*. 
teriMi«d^ to etnploy against^ hei^ eaemies^ 
i)Q| only th<^e means of defeice :.whidi; 
prdd^nce *^uggest$ and hoooar justifies*. 
^<lt/^ery stratagem wh^Qh protnised lit 
pnp<;u2!e their clestrqqtion ; Careless horn 
hr tt might tend t6 embroil the staler oi^ 
K^at danger an3 odium it brought oa 
4t|e whos6 interests reflection ought tar 
]^(t^tp7d her were insej^rably connected 
Hhh Her own. She hoped , to prevail pxf^ 
lite! Sari of Lancaster to become her paiw 
tltat, Bcjfides being the Jirst subject i>f4he^ 
idotim, he was venerated aa<he moderacon 

bdtvieeo. the Jui^ amd^ 
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hk barons, to whose steadiness it was 
chiefly owing^thut theparlmmentwaskept^ 
firm to the terms of the convention at Wal^ 
lietgford, compellilfg the King, though 
with every sign of weak reluctance and 
uiidimmished regard, to dismiss Gaveston 
10 his Guienne appointment. Lan- 
caster's high character 'was so univer* 
sally appreciated, that whatever caiis^- 
be d^xiosed^ rectitude and re^ectabttit]^ 
seemed alKed to hia determination. * Ae 
Isabella's sagacity l^d her to discover thje^ 
superiority of • these quaHlies to those^^ 
the widings "by whom he was sco£Sed at> 
she checked the ridicule of her iiravpious^ 
atttendaMs, and treated him with a wiiv^ 
aing' deference which might have caught' 
si less gHar^ed heart in the toils of dajnn^ 
gerous beauty.^ But thou^ disposed to 
shew the wife of his sovereign all tho^* 
^inctaons which knighthood imposedy 
jg$ d«corou$> sfHrit, joined to the to- 
mukm^MxiisSmeariBl fiety^ made hif» 
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bxi ' the Queen as a wombn whdse 
dangerous - beauty and unfortunate situa^. 
tiEMi,'. required a greater share of pns» 
dence aiid forbearance than she possess*' 
ed." Too disciJmmative to oonfound the 
suavity of highly polished manners, ac«^ 
quired in the most refined of European 
courts^ with that anbred gentleness 
"Miose meek dejection seems lather to 
fear its own unworthiBess,' than to excxfe 
vengeance for its- wrongs,— -he saw in the 
ufliappHy wedded Margaiiet of Gbu* 
cestery an object Eur more likely to touch 
bis hearty though her dim eyes cast nl7 
kstrroa a cheek destitute of. the rose of 
beauty, and not one irrtsistibit grace 
s{kuted in her tresses or floated in her 
timtd air. While IsabeUa, quick at disk* 
GQvering insults^ and detecting foliy,: 
Aewed by her eye and gesture, even 
ibhearher toi^ue wi^ silent, that dii 
despised the unworthy princk by lAodi. 
tte va&iie|;lected y <lMr wife olGv^rnxm 
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tfinced, by alt her actiotas^ and loeSm^ 
the defvdiidn of genuine kve^ txocx^ 
tiligiiished by the most crxiA wtrongs. 
If she had a deKght, it was to hearhiM 
commended ; and if, in the cruel sh^ - 
wreck of her happiness, she retainei^ ft 
fear, it was that her brother or , any- efi ' 
her kindred shoiihl seek 'to avenge hdf ' 
wretchedness. On her Lancaster hii 
oliten gazed, white she, heart-broken^ y«# 
faintly smiling, stood by^ (he side pf w ^ 
man from whom she had i^ec^ed ihe^' 
most galling reproach, afl^ting asr^aitf 
of cordiality and happiness; endeafvouiv 
iiig, by the courtesy of her Mnaimtn^. fedr 
soften the offemivefraedom of hi$^ aifA 
CDnicealiiig the sacrifices: she* had ndnir 
to thife wantonness o€ ins timstef, by^aiiteg*' 
her scanted redlnue and* tneah njpp^tUs ' 
ance to the ajxzounr of ohoiee rath^^ 
^n necessiey. Aw Lancaster viewedr 
Ae 'fiiartyr4ifce stiflenngs of liAiha^r 
he taw" not^iftie @ueaD^' andttmly^ fUi 
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me9parele(53 coment which 'be3me4 ia 
t)ifi snules of his Alicia^ copld jpfsrsuade 
•hilf to think even Jber more attractive. 
Pf))C^vixig that the power of this youog 
iHS^mj was not diminisbed by m^jrmge^ 
the Qi^een mdeavour^ p eoiploy her 
^Iwdqfltnveni^ to induce t^e Earl of Lan<^ 
cast^.to decide hioiself of her party. 
The friendship yfh^^ she had. felt for D^ 
I^cy'&d^p^ter ivas limited to thecooir 
snpQSf cept^ion of that commodious term. 
Shje lik^ her as the most lively and 
st^DQi^ble . of h^ attendants* ^s having 
ifm^^n to contrive pleasant amuse- 
]X\^ti^.4Ux4 tal^JPits to enliven ^onversa- 
1191^, and dissipate cha^^riiv; ^ one who 
ha^i^.^ered into her ijfrrpqgs. and mortifi* 
caliQi^ijWith th$ impetjiiQ$ity incident to 
livfly ^^sihi}|ty, whilg h^ wit enabled 
her either tp.jridicvle th^ I^gor jpfko^ifj 
hk/fifourUe. Jt jt¥a$,/or these reasons 
laali^Ua declared she ^f>fi\d i^^t Uve with-. 
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^hen she saw her. a beloved wife, an<F 
even often capable of influencing thcr 
superior judgment of her husband, in- 
stead [of endeavouring to improve her 
own less happy lot, * the contrast of thehr' 
situations gradually changed the Hghf 
preference bf convenience into ii^differ- 
toce, hatred, and malignant envy, stilf 
jroncealed under that gay amenity of 
manner which in this Princess unit^ an 
smgeFs sweetness with a mur(^erer*6 
heart. 

While sh^ had hopes to render Alicfar 
a decoy to ensnare Lancaster, the Queen 
sliewed no abatement in her exterior 
marks of friendship. " You are happy,*** 
she would say to her ; ** the first man in 
England lives for you alone ; and feli<iity^ 
has its usual effect on your memory' r 
you forget your afflicted friend." 

The * young (Countess vebementlf re* 
pelled the accusation. 

" Thenj**- said the Queen, «* am I fa 
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%dieYe that youif infjuencre is e&n^d 4a 
yam to render him less unjust to me ? 
Do you ever tell him, that his* praise is 
Wy darling theme ? Why, then, on his 
part that cold courtesy, and those reprovi 
hi!g looks, which indicate abhorrence? 
I ivould regard him as tny dearest friend ; 
I would entrust him with my most trea* 
sured secrets: he should be my coun* 
selloi', my monitor, riy champion ; but 
lie shuns my proffered grace,- and evades 
my supplicatory pursuit. Is it from his 
dtfvotedness to his unworthy kinsnian ? 
r flatter myself, my soul is more con- 
'genial to the high-minded Lancaster, and 
itiy understanding better capable of bring 
enlightened by his wisdom/' 
* ^ At a time when the Queen's vehement 
resentments of the King's behaviour had 
produced a temporary separation, Alicia 
r^a|ed this complaint to the Earl of 
Lancaster. 
- ** On whaf services^?' said hfe, "would 
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sde employ me i Tender to Her Grac^ 
ihj humble duty^ and say I am really to 
mediate between her and the Kingi ai)d 
wx)uld gladly bear from her a submissiY^ 
]>roposal of conciliation/' 

** Submission !'* replied Alicia, " to a 
contemptible debauchee, who, al^sorbe^ 
in the grossest indulgencies, neglect$ and 
misuses the fairest princess in chi^isten^ 
dom ? No ; the message she would 
$end would be deBance !'' 

Lancaster threw a reproving lool^on 
liis consort, and bade her sketch the at« 
titude of a defying lady. Recollectmg 
herself instantly, with arch viya;:ity, she 
watched bis sword ; but as she tried to 
wave it in mimick menace, the weighty 
fauchion twisted in her grasp: she dropped 
her sprained arm, while pain compelled 
the starting tear. 

^^ Alas V* said Lancaster, *^ that im* 
becility should desert its own .weapons I 
the tear has conquered, where the de- 
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i^nce failed. I wilt attend the Queen^ 
and hear the secret with which I only, 
of alt the courtiers^ have not beefi fs^ 
Voured from her own lips, but which my 
flknplicity. has, nevertheless, discovered, 
namely, that she is a bad wife to a bad 
husband. 

"When Lancaster waited on Isabel- 
h, her studied preparation for receiv- 
ing him, shewed that she meant to- 
work upon his feelings. Her dress was 
artfully negligent, her hsdr disordered, 
her cheek wet with tears, and the infant 
prince reclined upon her bosom. The 
Tuture hero df Gressy slept, imcotiscious 
of those high destinies by which he 
was designed to revenge his mother^s 
crimes on the country that gave her 
birth* She seemed to regard the child 
with the fondest maternal tenderness, 
but her eye watched the effect of her 
caresses on^ the Earl, and thus prov^ 
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that tbey were not the igtnuine impulse^: 
of nature* » 

f^ Illu^rious and Tight 'worthy Prinoe/'^ 
said she, ^^ tt suits well with your accus- 
tomed goodness to vi^t the orphan and: 
widow in their affliction V\ 

The Earl kissed his crucifix with fer«' 
vour. " May the blessed Son of Mary/' 
said he, '^ and all the holy saints ioqg' 
keep that implied calamity from Your 
Highness, and from England/' 

" Shew us,*' returned the Queen, 
** the difference between a deserted wife 
and a widow : and unless you coi^e here 
as the King's advocate,, we will convince 
yoi^ jthat supremacy in wretchedness is 
the painj^l pre-eminence the, former may 
claipa, in such greater proportion as the 
perverse maligi|[uty of Satan inflicts more 
stripes than the fatherly chastening of - 
Heswen^". 

^^ ,But the grave,'* answered the Earl, 
^' is, riniite . and deaf} no supplications 
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C3B 4Uilock; its inexorable door, and itt 
prisoners can speak neither of for^hre- 
ness ^lor bope; Yet^ ^kethe vibite alb 
of.b9|tfism> the shroud has a parifying 
e&ct -on. our remembrance^ hallowing: 
those it enfolds. Hard and relentless must 
tltejf: be who can draw aside its curtain to 
glut the eye with the awful sight of bu- 
rn^ infirmity^ gone to attend its fvial 
au4ii» incapable alike of vindicating or 
reformmg its actions. Proud and iu^ 
corrigible nuist be that heart which, when 
standing by the grave of an enemy, does 
not change reproach into self-accusation, 
and the memory of past injuries into con- 
trite prayers for forgiveness* As to the 
office you assign me, of being the King's 
adv^ocate, gracious Lady, when truth does 
not, permit loyalty to be eloquent, itr ca|i 
yet, be silent/' 

^^ Noble Lancaster," replied the 
Que^n, ^^ you then admit that the in- 
juries of ^ Isabella have been beyond «u£- 



ferance. 1 came to En^rfd '^ m^' fiiy 
childhood, the darling daughter of ^a 
p&lnrtaffvi kkig. l^catiDe lil^e '^e peace, 
of which I was the pledge, fatr iii form, 
and breathmg good will to'^aH' I saw. 
Btitf as my understanding^ ripened, my 
dream of happiness fled' away. The piir- 
stlits of the vulgar, and tlie society of tTii 
vicious engrossed thy husband : hd hcaf f, 
fitis dme, his solicitude, were an'devt)te2F 
tb pleitiures m which I could not jofti; i& 
Conversations whose bufibohery oSeidded 
taste, whose grossness violated delicacy. 
My espoused prbtector abandoned liie to 
the malignity of thosie whose influence I 
sbught t5 counteract ; and he ihisid^' 
th'df enmity the more abute, by beJtfg 
the first to' hold me out to contiidle- 
If. I was a sovci*eign^ que^n, arfd' yfet 
restricted in all my actions; a ybiitli- 
fdr beauty, and negfefitedl * Even' wHen 
the existence olF"the Kai* of your crow5i 
deeded on my life, the King left me 
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exposed JO .real peril, to esport to the 
set his Gascon parasite, the compaaiogt 
of his ioteiaperate orgies. Yes, rojal 
boy, a jester was dearer to thy unnatural 
father tliaa the lily that France placed in 
his bosom, or the illustrious line of Plan- 
ta^n^, of which thou art the treasured 
germ. But the hour of endurance^ is 
succeeded by that of vengeance. I have 
written lo my father ; I have stated my 
wrongs, . and invoked his aid. It will, 
doubt not, be prompt as my desires. 
Start not, my Lord of Lancaster, the in«> 
terests of this child shall make me guard 
the integrity of the crown of England ; 
and that its tarnished lustre may resume 
the brightness it boasted in the days o£ 
Edward the Great, even for that especial 
purpose, I would place its guardianship 
m your hands, that it may be preserved 
for this your yo|u^ monarch, who shali 
owe it to your prowess, and be schooled 
to wear it royally, by your wisdom.** 

VOL. !!• JS ^ 
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Lancaster's heart sunk mthin faim^ as 
lie listened to the Queea's rash designs. 
He smote his breast with energy* ^^ Gnu 
cious Mary/^ said he, *^ why hxn I lived 
to see this hour, when I miist ^her ac« 
cuse tny Queen of high treason^ cnr see 
the realm of England trodden under foot 
by inTading Frenchmeili, and iiifanait(^ 
insurgents, because the King and /his 
consort cannot hnitate the wisdoni of the 
cottage pair, who finding the^^e ceoid 
not be taken from their shoulders^ agveed 
to endure it, and did so, till ' they foeod 
it so pleasant^ that, ^tis said, the survivor 
died of grief for his lost partner.'* 

" Come,** continued he, lifting the 
babe from the lap of 'Isabella, ** come, 
most dear descendant of a long line 
of princes, and plead with *tne to 
your royal parents, foibrdiKng them 
(6 throw away a kingdom^ Welfare, and 
^ehr own content. Spetfk bf the eoD-» 
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nubial feUchy t^f jotsr -grandsire, — that 
"tfaeme of Europe'^ admiratiom Say, 
alsb, hcMT khully the hand of Eleanor! of 
i^oirenctf weaded die diorns that rankled 
jin ^the- CFown of Henry of Winchester. 
jFfae natbn rose in rebelfion, but she was 
£atbfiil; Hfe was knpnsoned^ wounded, 
insohed, Init she shared his fortunes ; 
and ftAkea^ at last, the misguided prince 
•SDDighc that "peace in the grave which the 
cnvdi desded, tell thy mother that his 
fsidiftti widow, though still in the prime 
ni her days, renounced the 'world, as a 
pyfaass void, and spent twenty years iit 
contemplative seclusion, praying for 
die peace of her husband^s soul. His- 
tory records her Henry as weak and 
negHgefit, aa infant in policy^ charmed 
by the baubles of royalty, a syphon, skil- 
ftAlf played by the papacy, to divert the 
stream o£ EngUsh opulence into Saint 
Feter^ patrimony; But in her eyes he 

£ 3 



X 7^ ) 

was great and magnammous ; for true 
love is a potent enchanter, and can create 
a peopled city in the wastes of Zaarah/* 

The Queen listened to this tender yet 
forcible appeal, but it was with increased 
^nvy of Alicia, not with subdued disgust 
of the King. She pleaded, that she was 
the victim of state*^oIicy, not like Ae 
priticesses he alluded to, the choice of 
a£fection. She admitted, that Iter" hus- 
•band never possessed her regard, aiid 
asked why she should bestow what was 
neither wooed for, nor valued* She h* 
mented that though bom with exqui^e 
sensibility, her heart must be a stranger 
to the soft affections. Love, she sai^, 
would have created paiieHce. 

" O rather," answered Lancaster^ 
*^ let patience create love. Shall the 
world say. Your Highness found k more 
difHcuIt to subdue irritability ihan other 
.princely sufferers have tione to heal, or 
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rather to hide the wounds of tenderness. 
O respect the motives of a faithful subject^ 
if zeal urges me to discourteous boldness. 
Try, I beseech you, if our too yielding 
SQvereign is obdurate only to you. Let 
me place, this sweet minister of concilia- 
tion in the ^ums of his lather, to tell him 
4iat b^ mother weeps, weeps secretly and 
sinc^ely. Biessed be Your Majesty ! those 
gracioi}^ tears justify my presumption. If 
hfi returns that answer which my confi* 
dence m his inborn royalty warrants, I 
will mysdf set off for France, bearing 
your signet in pledge of my veracity, and 
jremiad your &ther of the fate of those 
yfho interfere in domestic feuds j con- 
juring him not to think so meanly of hia 
daughter, as jthat she would consume 
cur land with firebrands, when she has 
brought forth a pxince to govern us* i^ 
will tell him, too, that your pjresent hap* 
piness waists but one addition, namely^ 

B 3 
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that he should forget you fever believed - 
yourself ivretehed/* 

" But," said the Queen, ** if your 
suit should fail ?** 

" I vt^ould still go to France,^* all* 
swered the Earl, '^ and trustmg that I 
am the only person to whom your High-* 
ness has entrusted the. rash step yoa have 
taken, I would efttreat King Phjl^ not. 
to add to your remorse, by acting upon 
a repented desire.'* 

^^ And would you then become my 
avenger, and the guardian of my child ?" 
inquired Isabella* 

" Not since Your Grace has power to 
engage i, wiser avenger, and a moM 
powerful guardian," replied the Earl, 
^^ even the King of Kings, to whom 
pnfices are subject; cm earth, to I»s 
Mrritten word,*— hareafter, to his tfibii&iyi« 
For my ovhi part, I will not be the 
guardian of a minoF prince, but tlie Aitk^ 
ful executor of the wise meaamres of a 
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pbteat soTerdgn* Royal Lady,; I must 
be^ the Prince to the King, not as a 
rival come to dispute his crown, but to 
remove the misconceptions which thoset 
most of ally must lament, who, unhap- 
pily, persuade themselves resentment is 
ea^r than reconciliation*" 

*^ Go, persuasive Lancaster,'* ss^idthe 
Queeiiy ^* but beware of cgmmitting.my 
cause by uiidue concessbns. In all pur 
contentions I cannot recollect oae instance 
ioi which not only the first provocation, 
but the acrimony of the dispute did not 
proceed from the King." The Earl smiled 
at. this instance of feminine tenacity, 
and observed, that a vi^t from His Ma« 
jesty would probably prove refreshing 
tQ ker memory, or at least convince her, 
that they who we^e mpst ^pt to offend, 
wfori^i^ 9iQSt expe]^ at conciliation. 
.« Stay,!' said jh^ Qu^iE9, \(rhile a sn^Ict 
and; a>l:^$h glBLV!^. ttH» QOfl^sup^qate charm 
tQ her }f(m^y • ^V I .have the curio^ty 
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to fcnowi if when you dispute with 
Alrcm you are always victorious, bi* is it 
my unaptness at argument that makes 'toe 
so easily defeated ?** 

^* We never dispute," repBed Lan- 
caster. *" ' 

•• Never dispute,*' said she, and the 
roseate glow gave vtky to the pale hue 
of envy. She added, " but your love^* 
are at present young j*' and i^ecdllecting 
herself, proceeded in a dignified accent, 
" To you; my Eord, we intrust the 
Prince; and we shall expect you Safely to 
restore him to our own care/* 

** The graciotis inclinations of the King 
will re-Unite hinjself to his wife ahd his 
son,*' answered he; " but as in three' 
days 1 hope to breathe the air of your 
native France, what pledge shall I bear 
from Your Grace to prove the confidence 
with which I am honoured ?" 

The Queen was tempted to send her 
ring of espousals, as a reproacih to her 
father for having bestowed her on an un- 
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worthy partner ; but fearing to provbke 
a stern rebuke from that virtue wh^h she 
at once dreaded and admired, she gav^ 
him a broach bearing her device, a lily 
formed of pearls, ^circled by a zone of 
emeralds. 

** Bear my fond grieetings to fair 
France/' said she, with recollections that 
revived better feelings. " IVIany a cloudy 
day has been my lot since my father bore 
bis happy girl from the banks of the Sdne 
to the Garonne, whUe the mild sun of 
winter illumined the clear sky of Gascony, 
to grace my espousals. Four kings stood 
at the high altar; three queens en- 
couraged me with th^r smiles, while I 
received and kissed the consecrated palL 
AH that was beautiful, noble and brave, 
crowded the cathedral. I looked up 
timidly to the man for whom I had re-* 
Tiounced country, Idndred, and friends. 
He was in the mom of youth ; so ben%n 
was his aspect,^ so graceful his figurej^ 
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dtlt r scarce -sailed over th^ ^saoriftM I 
' }tad niade. I had oftM h^anlihe ^£^«iish 
called the lord^^df homte Idiki, aa4 I 
sfuppos^ a RHneesd^tMiSd nj^^rimnt a 
friend among 4hiit getftrdtifii aart^/^ - 

^^ Let Tbui' Ck'ac^flfe^^d the uwMOidy 
htimflily ^i»%idb mtikefr ^M st]{>[M)8e y^iiv- 
sdf friendless^'* i^R^ered the Earl 4tf 
LaticaM^> >< fbJr '^r doftiestibtioiiUeis 
rsBrel^TeqQireaetive ihtto&t^eike^oy ioot^ 
"poteftf-remedm than tfaofie ^ieamv4^T^ 
own jihidebce may fni^ish; At haat 
jbrbear toccaB'^tbbse friendr who would 
persuade you ^toforgdt thai> piedg#d as 
y do are ^o ]&igland and to its King) your 
glory ahd happiness are inseparable fMm 

The 'Earl of Lancaster conv^ed (be 
jrbung ^mce to Eliham, whither the 
'ICfng bsRl- moodily Ktired^ and reqoesled 
"tatt aod^ce in the name of his fint sob* 
jeotj^ who came to complaitf of a grievance 
"in^bi^ His Majes^ • onty could ndress. 
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SirffQUoded by d2o«e base sfixitB wild 
fiwided iheif importance on geparatiqg 
the iJUstnt^ jndolesLt pxince £rom bis truest. 
frkc^f «d4ui fopucoting Jtbe rpyal broUs^ 
this mi^efigfi ws e^^Iy inteipret^ i^to z 
jBttmm^^w anrogatba of importaace. 
But jtb« boose of Lfmcasterstood too near 
die.tbroM for its bead to be treated with 
diNseapect; and when be appeared v^th 
bisiBatwre King inhisanns» hisacca$ei:s 
ikrviak ^mhimded, the huar^cf Edward 
aadteds and* receiving his chiM* ^^ o^ his 
iijtbful ftmiii he : inquired^ ^^ What 
would our mhle cousin ?"' 

^* Your private eajr» Sire^" ;5aid Ian- 
ottor, and the cAurtiers withdrm* 

Clouded as were the King's inteUeOy^ 
hf A long course <^ inactivity and induU 
gence, he £elt a^wmed of being surprlf^ 
in im luxurious reireac ; and suruuttvff 
die intended request, deierniuMd.tp ni^ 
vent the comfrf^btfa be .antic^}it»dt) by 
sMing his own. He thanked tI»e,i|Sarl 
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f^r taking, the Prince froigi' ifae Qise^y 
dsloiired the child's iqiproveiaeaf) and 
lameated the. knperkH;ss|fltit oflsab^k^ 
who had reproved hica vith sosttudi^id- 
solence as to induce the nAOKsaQT' of* s^pa-» 
ration, . Lancaster li^^tened in sitoce, 
ti^hich the King interpreted in 4iis emu 
favour, and proceeded to narrate a plot 
of the Queen!s, which bis anisearies had 
just disco vered^ ta escape mth the^hitd 
iotoFrancje^ and jexqteherladMKta^iir- 
vade England^ to prevent vUch he had 
also deteripiped^i^ put ber>under an ar« 
rest, 9nd place a guaird cm her conduct* 

Hh^ EarJi.4>f. Lancaster had studied 
haman xiatutes and knew, that as fame 
and selfapplanse influence lofty minds, 
80 fear and interest are the.naeans of 4u:c*- 
mg op. base spirits. He there&re an* 
swered that he came in behalf of the 
yonpg Prince, to lay before the King the 
isondition of a kiiigdom whidi he would 
one day require at his bands in th$ same 
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ft9Wrri&kftr%8tiite he had liimselff d^d^^ it. 
^e^i^Aftn ind ta%rgy of th^ pkrllktt^itt 
and the cduhdl had indeed repah'ed iriany 
w»Aigtf^;'^but;' Hft^ grievfed to add, the 
arddiT'^ai^ wMF as? the labour was solely 
l^leks. They had rtJsed ananny, and 
stet it inw the notthv tinder* the command 
6f .' the Earl of Gloumt^'; fmt ac- 
^stmild to the prc^6ndeofih^irsove- 
'«igli,'^the dfepiritdd soldfers idked why 
they ivfere led fey the 'grandson 'faist^d of 
the son of the conquc^ror^'ttf Scithhd. 
Should k be acknowled^dB4hat he was 
guanUng bfs .snmm^pahice/ or waging 
war with hSs Qtaeerf^ or that he was^oc- 
copied With the tih-yard atid i^ tennis* 
court ? Though, by the ^ fismis&l^ of 
inaay eicacting 'ministers, and prodigal 
favourites, the people would be4e$s op« 
firessed by taxes, and' harassed hyy6x^^ 
xious senrtces, they would also ^f/d 
OKHre dang^ously emplojted than white 
struggling for 4he means -of existence. 
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7%e < 6bi» jii complfte ignwance and 
passive sobnusskm were now pasaeii by« 
Tke fostering hand of the late Kiag had 
isrised the toiiing mukiCude ^ tochka^ 
poitance, that they now fireely canvassed 
the conduct of thdr superiors. ; Royalty 
had unhappily and most unwisely made 
them the uinpife of ks dissepsioQa ; and 
thus furnished a jest fw the vii^ar^ aa 
eiswse fior the jEsctious, disec^ for die 
present tioieey and a warning for the 
future. Instsad of bending to grave 
authority, and findbg ease and happmess 
in obsdieace, laiiaina and ^zns. vnsre 
adoptmg badges, of ifisdndson, oalSmg 
themselves king&^neii and quesnsohent 
and doubting if they ipere not released 
from then? allegiaiice to a pnnoe who 
did not rule h« own household ^widi 
discretion. ^ Those disputes,*^ con* 
tinued he, ^^ which, whenever they oc- 
cur, should be kept amosi^ed :60m 
profaiie^29srs, ase proclaimed at madket* 
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crosses^ and occt^y die tfaoi^htt of Eag^ 
land; while France menaces your mster^ 
nil uibrntanoe^ Sootland mamps on 
yoar northern border ; and Wales^ xe* 
paffmg her moaniain-ibrtresses, thrcaient 
Hio archers of the vadley with the renewed 
toils of conquest. Unhappy Englaindi 
Bixak like ihy fortuMs^ bast thou no better 
theqie;lo execcise thy intellects than such 
bkkedngs ^s supply tc^(» for the vilb^ 
gossip ? Where are the glorious sohfeds 
whidb Palestine or Locfaaber once aflSord* 
ed? ImpertmoBt GaAf«M^:e of ifialmeated 
wfaiqier% htttead of gmre diMiaw^Ss i^ 
legishtion and war» will a nation of oivea^ 
Rappees be worthy <^ the x^ of vtluit 
r^reseniative of thirty Elfish Kiiigs 
whom the Pifaice yon vilify now cla^ to 
his aching hesot.^V 

♦ "^^ My Lord of Laneaster/^ said the 
King, ^ you ^peak as if ottr incUnatiws 
were a party to this dhange^ jmtead of 
their bmxxft^ as is tnifar the case^ mofit 
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sorely grieved at whatever impugns the 
happiness or the honour of our subjecrs* 
It is our misfortune to reign in disorderly 
timesy when the nation, intoxicated by a 
long series of glory and prosperity, can^ 
not soberly endure that change of state to 
which kingdoms as well as private men 
are subject. Must we repeat, that it is 
our study, our wish and our prayer, that 
these dominions may be prosperous, and 
all our people happy ?*' 

^' My Liegei** returned Lancaster, 
** when I last addressed Your Grace, you 
doubted the truth of my^ faithful state- 
ment ; yet the cry of discontent was not 
only whispered in closets, but proclaimed 
•on turrets ; and the amelioration which 
has since taken place is referred to those 
who, as loyal subjects, regret the reputa- 
tion which they have purloined from their 
sovereign. Tet is the case not wholly 
desperate. Th« English, though aa ir- 
ntaJble, are aa honest nation^ . They feel 
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that the reputation of their monarch is 
their own ; and if hfs vices offend their^ 
honour, their pride leads thenf to glory 
in his virtues. Give faction and insub- 
ordination no topic on which to declaim* 
Supply loyalty and affection with themes 
bright and hiappy as the inspiration which 
they delight to feel. Burst from this 
retirement, which is dniy fit for a King, 
of the Sybarites ; call on all your faithful; 
barons to follow you ; appoint your head* 
quarters at York, and ^send from thence 
your defiance to Scotland/* 

'* And leave the Queen in London, to 
ripen Ker machinations in a turbulent city 
where she has gained so many confede- 
rates ?" 

** Isto, take her with you. Do not 
offend her high spirit by constraint, nor 
compel her to b& a traitre^, by appearing 
to suspiect her conduct. Yet sdll employ 
some highly trusted person, who shall so 
carefully superintend her conduct that it 
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shall be utterly impossible for her ft) rob 
Etigland of the Prince, or to excite a 
spirit of discontent in your^rmy.^' 

The King answered, that he had ibrmed 
too slight an apprehension of the con- 
trivances of a woman who would elude 

m 

the hundred eyes of Argus, He then 
asked Iiancaster whom he cipuld seiect £ar 
this important post of superintendant of 
the Queen's conduct. ^ 

" Yourself," replied the Earl j ** your 
renewed affections acting on her revived 
sense of duty, will be her best guardian. 
It is rare to find a female heart .so inscb* 
sible to love and gratitude, that it cannot' 
be impTOved by attendon* and confidence. 
Lift thy beseeching hands, illustrious 
babe, to lUm who for our sakes once 
wore the £arm of. helpless ionocence. 
Supplicate ium to restore amity to tfay 
royal ptiients ; .so shall the. true friw4i of 
EogkAd Mase to isa^ the rairages ^ ikstt 
flame which dovaesdc ditoard draMois^ 
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My Liege^. you press your child to your 
bosom ; extend the embrace also to its 
mother, and thus transform the fire-brand 
of Axe into the olive of peace*" 

The King hesitated, and like many 
mxffe. indignant husbands, felt almost 
ashamed to partkularise the grievances^ 
which, when accumulated, appeared ia- 
tolerabie^ His friends, he said, had not 
been treated with due ccoisideration ; his 
temper was not studied j and instead of 
permitting her favour to £oUow the gaid* 
aace of his choice, by aa inverted rule the 
Queen regularly preferred his enemies. 
Lancaster asked if such provocations 
should weigh against a kingdom's peace, 
and forcibly stated the public obligations 
of royalty, which, as a counterpoise ta 
many peculiar distinctions, imposed an 
imperious i«8lraint on the appetalies and 
passions of the conservator of national 
greatness. He cxmtrasted the >ben%n in^ 
fluc&ceof comiubial hsppttess,iMeDJ<qred 
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by his father, with the miseries that befel 
England even under the reign of a wise and 
gallsttit Prince, from the contentions of Hen- 
ry Fitz-empress withrEIeanora of Guienne, 
when four sons, taking part in the quar- 
rel of their parents, successively rose in 
rebelHon aga?nst their father. The fruits 
Cfthis tontest were an impi^isoned queen, 
a natioti d^raded by the forced submii- 
sJon of its sovereign to the papal yoke, 
and ah!gb«$pirited king dying in the prime 
of his age of a broken heart, cursing, 
with his latest breath, his disloyal wife 
and viperous issue. Reluctantly yielding 
to his better convictions, or his awakened 
fears, Edward objected only to such con- 
cessions as would compromise his dignity 
by appealing to acknowledge his errors. 
But Lancaster replied, that when there 
was a large field for recrimination, the 
most abrupt way of settling a dispute vm 
the happiest. He proposed that- the King 
should return with the young prince to 
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Westminster, thaink the Queen for gratis 
fying him with a sight of his scm^ and in- 
vite 4ier to spend the Christmas with him 
at York. The winter months would . al- 
low him lasure to r^inew his acquaintance 
with martial exiercises and military men ; 
new scenes and characters would suggest 
iatenesdng topics of conversation^ and 
divert their n&inds to useful oocupationsy 
from {>ainful and. useless recollections. 
The new year would c^pen with the hap- 
piest auspices ; and by the time the forces 
could take the field, the King wotild be 
armed in the impenetrable mail of his 
subjects' affections, and braced for the 
hour of peril with the comfort afforded 
b^ his. domestic relations. With the 
fluctuating weakness of a judgment too 
easily influenced to adhere to any pur- 
pose, the King yielded to a plan which at 
least promised a journey, a holiday, and 
a temporary relief fi?om his difficulties. 
He set out for London } and the Earl of 
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Lancaster^ relying on his promise to re- 
store the Prince, and be reconciled to the 
Queen, proceeded to Paris, on the harder 
task of persuading Pbflip the Fair to for- 
get the complaints of his daughter, re- 
nounce his alliance with Rd)ert Bruce, 
and forego, in respect to the interests of 
his^ in£uit grandson, his views on those 
rich provinces in the south-west of Finance, 
whichy by inheritance, or by the mar- 
riage of its sovereigns, were now vested 
in the crown of England. 
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CHAP, XV. 



'* Wora«n posseisetin invincible fortitude gainst pain, but 
Is nibfe to be seduced by pleasore. 

CH^TKAUaJlXANII. 



'T'HE minds of the King and Queen 
hdd been too much alienatedj and 
thdr. relish of pure domestic affection and 
quiet cordiality was so vitiated by a keen 
avidity for debasing pleasures on one side, 
and by intriguing ambition and vindictive 
pride on the other, for them to feel any 
sincere or durable joy at their ostensible 
reconciliation, or gratitude to the friend 
who had acted as a peace-maker. Their 
respective partizans, indignant at the 
apparent diminution of their own conse- 
quence, agreed in one j)oint, namely, 
malignity to the man whose interference 
suspended their petty views. His absence 
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from court enabled^ them to s*t the to- 
gmes of detraction to work j and the royal 
pair were individually perstiiE^eS to be- 
lie** i thfe Earl c** Lancastei*' wij«* amd 
pai'fla!. Tljp^. Kihg,' in particular, ^as 
ihduced to thin^liis $uddeh ^Rsappearance 
fif6m court was worse tHaA enigmatical* 
Why ffidfife no* sta^ td- tonsoKdate the re- 
conciliation ti^tch hfe ap^eafed'to thttilc'so 
inlportant ? Was heafiriid the^Eing should 
discover, by hiSf sfolAi glsihtfeis it Ae 
Queen, that he' was awirfe 'of iKe ServS:^® 
he had rendered Her Majesf^^ ahd%iiew 
how to estimate'-fbem? -Wher^ was he 
gone without a passport? The ' Countess 
of Lancaster, 'when question^d^ ihgemi- 
ously answered^ she did ridt kndw. * Hfe 
Jiad stopped with her but a moment, to 
give her some counsel relative to her con- 
duct J ^nd in answer to hfer enquiries, 
only stated; that he was bound on im* 
portkrit business, ' and could" hot predict 
the periocf of His 'absence.- Alicia dwhedj; 
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y^ s^ had wapt so mikh at this their 
ftjst sqpafyioiij xhat s^e ^£qs§cA to iii||e 

It ifos^poa d}«€QV€red that he had Ma- 
Jii)r)»d for Boulogne. He had large pot- 
ie$§ijapg ia the how Countries in r^ht of 
W mrbeti hut if the coaservacioa of 
Bdanf^it a^d its demesnes teqfike^ his 
]K^0;^9iC€bihe needed not have wn^l^ 
gimji that reason iot his journey* Was 
it flv)t<pr^rbal^ that he was the Queen's 
agsatt j[o|ie to th^ Freoch ccwrt for the 
pur|M0a:of foaa^tiflg^the sdife he seem^ 
toddprscate, ^nd to ri|»en the conspiracy 
ha would not allow to be crushed^ hy the 
iQpst decisive method of removing tl^ 
Briaoe, ami setting a gu^d, qv^ the 
Quern ? Thus did the Earl's eyeful con* 
ccaijPiwtit of IsabeUa's rashness c^erate on 
tb^ l^kigt creating a susjucion that he wa^ 
ainrQii^r in the guilt he endeavoos^ to 
<^9Wtei»ct ; a conclusion which that^ un« 
^I'tmnte sovereign was more prooe to 

VOL. IK F 



tfniw, ftorti €Avy of his eope^kor qoii&fb^ 
-and resettttnenf of the freedom of lmii«^ 
bukes. The Queen vfBs s^afed by:fdi& 
^i^nt passions. Bottnd by an indiflSiiB. 
iiihle tie to onie from ^vhotn 4ier>b^ai«ire- 
Tolted with contempt, but not'yei reofftt- 
tiled to the gwlt and degradJiti(JW '^rfi pctv 
fonal infidelity, her eye wandered amdn^ 
the nobles of the court of England) '^dlei- 
nately preferring one to thet^diKT^'^afll 
*aH of them to her hu^rid;' ' Thfe-mlu^ 
ners of the age permitted If {ye{!uIiaAfy^tf 
aftt^ti^fibn, and a d^v^fedn^bfi^ifil^tion, 
^^^ithotit ^*^erv?ng into critnnv&l iht^^ 
cour^ ; aiid IsabeHa was solicftods to Ciii. 
'^ge th^' Earf of Lancaster as her deVbiid 
knight; arn- honoui^ for 'which, ^bd^fl^ 
many^-othei^ less notorious cemp^lfrbi^, 
the young Eferl of Mortimer passfonat*^ 
si^heS. But whether from di^€^eri&|r 
those latent traits in the Qu^€n*8 dhiUd«. 
iety which proved het imiitness to be- 
^come tBe chaste iinl^rete nof chivahy j or 
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iiftef&er indgiaff this heroical coquetry 

U> be incooipAtible with his own repute* 

iaon, .^idber as a husband or as a oen$oi% 

mhot wished to rasse tbe standard oi n^^ui^ 

oersvr^nd reod^ it better Suited to thie 

tiiiii^ it/ was Qoly to divert that .quick 

irritability of feeling, which the King's or 

(aavii^ton^s behaviour often excited^ that 

iMipaater had . ever deviated iiota tbat 

i^nve^re^cti which the Quuien^einanded, 

into tbo^e atcentif e gaUantnes th^t would 

^i)fy(the woman> .. .,. 

* ; M(^fif d at.ia manner thus ^ ^:orreQ% 

co]4> and n{)ii contents to recetve fcieg^lf 

services frofO: jmc wh6m\ she wished 

should feci the; power of: her .charms, xb/t 

Queen rurmoated on the cause of this in- 

difierenpe. Her mirror told her it could 

not b^wwtof radiance in her eyes,, or 

fasdn^lioh in her smiles f it must be the 

p9weF» of AUcia's beauty. This fair msti^, 

whom ^e had summoned tq her court 

to v99p|uish ^hose for whom she did hot 
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4eigii» to sfMad diar o\f^ p^k^ had <iM 
wily fc^)ind Lmqartffr iq tt^f^ Jiyjoened 

^, sppite^ IliQ^ fop ^ ;Ge<:^b9d' ao^ a 
pretty: fcUow, w]»<i^.!pj^b;^ adnsiistjaii 
^ an iiighly ac^on^lffbrnl Queea «aigbt 

j««^ a«r»e4,diat tJM»> Cwpnjj?^ q^TMa- 

f^Htttve } , and as ifK^g^iicefii)) ttssfpsM^^ 
^iQtiQfPl^fishiqeQts, (bore co^M't>e ^ fl^i^r 
flfitiMof^) it must tJamreforebe iheri^ or 
««tpp06td ^istfficg of moral qttaUtias or 
gra||t«de &r dke ^isdaawe* -pr^f^i^ncf 
which .^ia ha4 69iranl;lyavo«Re4*. To 
try the stahSxiy^jof tlM^^ iWtues aad 4l^ 
a^ecdof> UKas ^tfaf 4;^tknir ;i^ Qvieea 4e^ 

irecoi^il^.h^o^9 -^^^ ^^aoid, and^p^ 
,^i ^ff^m^j^^ ^fe wHh^hc.^oiilflWa fate 



(S9'hoiiest tikdhutotSy the EarI'df Laftieasta^ 
Dfasf^^dtt^ffified bj botb parties for jiot 
bikhM$/ia|f^fte!iir%iCerei^ t))«ir itertmohy . 
"^ e&mibbrJMlfig the vi^tv^ of tiabeHfri. 

ot^^YBbrte^ diob^-X.^ficaster's absence 
^riledr him ^HAt^oppoAartky dFgivifig 
dSKHMc^ to th'ic^ spirit iof ite^rmmab}e 
iftWn^e whBeh be oMDkr^^al^ m 
il^im' tfie' matt ' yOio had ^dirtd t^ 
d^^otisi^htdi tontra^tetf'bridc^ 1n«M6dfe4 
«8iiiee ^#-Ms ttitt^Mlidtiifg^ mim^. 
Bstii^iuled that it wa$ imposaibfe^ Ittfk 
casii^ wetild adserit ^tMltk to AWS^ 
bmUiiaig on 'the worMftgS'bf i»^ itider 
pende&t spirit* Hi' Kb owDt&vour, wbich^ 
tKoQgb^ it woufd rdi&t a-poomve deitiand, 
adist^ he thotightV'foe w^ bjr an^act of 
^tsaacoAj; ^ta&^ti&hi^ alao st vvHUng dupe 
tt» thatiitslMatt^ vthkil foildty dwe^ oil 
lig^-A^wh-kjresistibfe a^ti^dites; I^bni 

of rdSsaainga lady frcmtcflbr^^gadbhs whi<^ 
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Itfdiice'Irtf^w^Kfcw,'* 'SA|>pfefttttf bf « 
pifiittdy iiscedc, x^cf h:^ i^daiA»il his 
tiihriA phA t»f'i!f<i> tbf beetoi%t.hte'rhral; 

tMkno^'to hithf, exited an intlfl^fitifi 
(fee ; lieaart of the^ <MiIy tniA whom > Mi 
dn^S'eoMd li(k^biHh}8dtb, 'And agaii^ 
Di/bdse pow^ tlig Khig botfUf^HoSkitdi^i 
-ftr^; 'A^ * haughty^ tiaron^-savi^ lifei«rf]F 
tatigl^ in- fife owh^bfls, artd iibing c?d«t*i 
p^ed to yields-tie tvas left vriii)! M wlleir 
ait^ative than to do sd#ith tt^^yaoft 
vHAch wbald faeiittate his fliMii^ 'Wti^ 
g^ahcd; or, by ^coverin^ 4iid (mfike* 
ibterivehge, to pr^re his eilenafea «> 
defeat ihe ' matiliiinfatibn^ t%e j ' ^pif^ 
ttie cities of Madod had tiot h^A^dh^ 
ijsiiicid^ by his- gt^nd^itfe&r by cdnfe^soig; 
to U&df Emma Atidtey ^ thlt ' avafii^ ted 
totnity to ti»e ChLmbrito 'pritibe^ i itidatdA 
inmib e6Ui%H!lfeir guar<Mteiftffi^ iHfasMir 
of smooth oratory, ^axi( adept in subtle de* 
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9psf^ fc^ Ijjwj^.fj^peate^ly checkip4,tbe,p^. 
pip^sf{^.pf,.(ho$e.pasfiQas he ^a<l)avHned. 
in Jus: hofov^^fid batie. tl^e unnily fdiesir^j^^ 
ytfikh be w^M F^indi^e to pxt|s^a;^^ 

^n^ce^ , (Ul .^aeh. according adjuncif^ ^^^^ 
«0^ lu$t to foqizy, ?nd,gfTie s»n^^«i|^ 

£,9^[Kps99tei^ had. robbed him o^ a^cbfu'miag^ 
jK9f9a% the richest heiress in Engird :^ 
lit ^pQold be ea^/to bstitute a ^ait ia the! 
q^irimal ^our^^ to challenge hii^ to a^ 
^l^e GQqibats or to wastje hi^ bpds fn^, 
b))l» his castles*. The. first measure, 
would better become a gpwn^ipaa .tbaa 
aicl)ieftain} and in either of tl}^ latter^ 
aJueraatives, , his o^n life and «^rtui^, 
w«r^«ti*ed^gain^ his rivars j and S^jtrirgir 
Ip4 <^flnicfe attasbsien^^p t^i^ wfi^ 

«Keiwi tbte^xiKisie^h^fE^ff^tim^ ^3^4 

»J .7,./ \ \ ..t I i; :.,V:A 'Jfi^^irO ri^a),.';-; i'^ 



amilf file mdolmilees he ptiFctift^, to 
*^ave thelottii^iiy proT^^ 

ai*iit Whiooe jpirdwess^ wa^ tmte^edtf" uxi- 

r^tfiHfed; If m the barBfc^^P^^I^ 
fhfe Uge'he ebmmaiced a system e^pfe** 
4itofy-' war, and Xancastef ' retalisjfte^^ 
t^6ii)d this' 'accelerate' his pdssessioii: of 
AlSda ; or wbtiid it He the surest Way V)f 
wrturlng a triah who, thoiigfi lie preselrved 
fTreat state in his equipage ^g^ retinue') 
stitintittcd, from^poTrtital iiKytives,\ini^h^^ 

or 9 monK or all aBcnonjce, even whue he 
resided^in a luxunous court? To hire horn 
liim the' fair prize ' \^ich , Ltocaster had 
Dbloiy snatcned from his arms^ 6r to ceii*^ 
^ vmce nim it ,was of no yalue^ wouf^ of 
the way tp sting' the man tO' t^ soul ; 
iis feelmgs rtke most people of reserted 
i|enipefs' and severe, manaert) wire deep 
and' acute; and. he, unbletaai^bed m h» 







, exciting suspicion, wfalieh iitooll^ ptit,$^- 
*diih^^i^ virtue on its dekncd^ ^f\f^ 

.fie had in' a great d^e'gre^ chanj^^ii ^l^ij^d 
epinibn'of fiisrcHaracr^, and cdnviM«4 
fi&r of twd points ficivt^urable to hi^ yie^ 
aifK^ 3angerou$^ to het prindpi^s; iiata^l^l^ 
di^ shehsd iii()ugte of him top haisl|l^ 
an^liiar ne continued ro be the prey qS 
iic^tess tove^ though i^espect and h6riO|iP 
^Hecked^ every^ inrimatibn of his pa^ion; 
^casWnsrlly he Withdrew from^the, courts 
Diit whenever he'rerutinedyi he re-assmoe^^. 
t^^'s^e decorous mdaacboly cbaract€rl> 
i&ii^ri^e atistireil hW lady^! that these fre* 
q^ht ay$dnG|^W%$ri& ca&ise^ % Ii^^yie£f» 
^chwii aitemj)tsi ia^ Ijreak'tfe fetters her 
cttaitms* imposed. ' She didi' liibt- wviat 
(perhaps she did^ n6t^ Mnotr)) that m9- 
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^antdn' {)ariimout^ Maud tf Nenfemi^ 
often lur^ him^ t6 Sandal Castte, frdii^ 
Whence/ w^ary of Ms days of saturn^Ht/ 
he rctturn^d to a pulsoit in whith ^ppedfe 
St imiilatecl intellect ' ^ 

Still he acqiaesced in the murdef of 
Prince Madoc^s children, Nt> : feeati%i* 
insisted that thete' \(ras great r^as6n''^ 
infer his innoe^ce. Old llcryd r^S^ 
mistake, in suppo^ngi^at^h(^ yo^g Ea^l 
was pnij to his gi^dfiiher'i 'derfjjiisf'j 
or Eubulo^s father might perpdhate ifid 
act from somli' inaticiotis motive o('^ti£$ 
oWnV <>r the old bard, hlte mahy cf litt 
profession, ilhight be a vagabond slandetrif 
of iiobli^ "And pHnces. It was very od^ 
Hiii^iiinMit^ 6tidl a crfcre when young; 
that he never repeated tt ; and'she nevei^ 
fi^d' 'a; 'syllable bi^eath^d . against Kim 
^c^t hj Frta^ Ambrose iiAd tb^'^^eyi 
'iixi^^'^y appeal ' to Dord* j 

and that ^kttx^W^ Wdt-interitibnfed '^!r^ 

wtf^^'^lliliir hea^' ah^ays. ^t^ed jEbr 

J 
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9l)e qujie. .adored the' Lor4 Surrey^ W» 
c^Hfe^^e w^ sur^ Jhe adored {ler^ I'^^yir 
Sk^tnc^ tl^W binted,, that, h*d ^jke beeii 
u^andy he would not i]t^v^ left hejr 
%i, |j|ig^pmcl> .vit|i, a charge to liV« retwed 

f(^f,|ap^e«jyenMnei4 otMt nupero«i8 

■* • t I . ft 

Il4^ll|^9l4, ?ad the qitre of her .aged |a^ 

|]^, bitt^hjixeiakcri her. mh hitn, abewgi 
bfr b^swty to the court ojf F/anceat and , 
giifieo her. a view of its splendour. Ajjlda^ • 
?r$|pV. A:<roed ;hai: it^M. rath^ic hi^rdi bat 
tmN^ht ihat probably b^p \ofdJqi|:otvI;|ei? 
^^stng of tea es^pressed a wi$h to se^^the 
)^en'A, h^sQme . hmilj. ^b^r wfo^olc^ 
^fWieye): eippipv. Jie|q$eli( W.JwJ -.directed 

not Jbury w in Londoa m% thr £arl ^jov^ 
£i^her^rit will 1^ SQu|g;|o9iK^ and^upid' 
Wiifeti the dovxt is gaqie to Yor^/f ; C^ 
. ;;'i. M; lady cannot Jjiav/^ such, 9 (fesigf^'^' 



C ^ )' 

^igfaiifS9 abwyis €sik hm^ «ev& M^.ht aku 
n^ 2ft i}]et£iaat9;a^iMt-iO) be gifeflkoMnc^ 
cjqfUm 0& tiie.M^i«oc<nidlJfitiott«v ^^0ib 
master of the retdb hast eigeig dfliA <tf H Mi 

^m» tp' ii^ie tbcw vib«iB|f fm^»^^ ioi}in^ 

gwioua.: Ereiy dm)^ tfbcrrit^td^ be\m mm 
|i6MM» Besidd sou AMnpMtSt^^ .aiid lUttl^ 

of-band ednjcimrs,. assd nMirittde u;d jingi^ 
Mbg matcfa^0xd^bofltbAkiags^ and riding 
M. th0'fjng) r hav6' beakfd fflon aiiiiqtd^* 
i».^Ciw6deiicej tbat there k tO( b^^^li 
ttisl > W skili ^b^jween Froveo^al poe^ 

OQumryj; '^anditbe QttSetf «Qdohdi$ laidiis 
are to.give silrer harps and goUton chaiM 
«»tlie^iatt)r8;:* iJkast^Q)l$fiheffe»i»td*be 

T0{m<0taB0aiirai)it99aq>2igeaM;? 'Thtfy^n^ft 
itis,^ fiattt sagltt^«;|iie imild.. INftdnr 
aifiNtii fattjttglnimtisiitill^ : tib%fis8t#Aa1» 
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tb« faithful cou^ ^lvp4|Me^e«6r^iWdl 
kMlUP vtioyM, Jtoa^Jiig rfaieiiiMii^trtiin^ \i^ht> 
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fasraoitlji €ntieadtig:< tbsst 'lAagfvai^ go; 

teb.lonl^ yois; tBigist aodiy juso tsm^;^ 

:*l.adjriAIi<3a frowned. ; at, Jtoraas 'liiiir 

Uhe^textmAf haut at ^vroy gygatoinriwiniiiw 
iB]^; /jSfae hacllojig^wiaheditD eoiietfttttt 
dsQLeoQiit at BcHttrfract; ; '>anri; ^hew isome 
elikbfe faidks^ rvhoE IukI cKcaisioftaU^r gmmi 
flKfitteteoB' adsrs . oTi: coiiiiH|utuce^ hot b^ 
iaimpf dnponaodep znik asidicima&aa 
iiitSan lapfiuetisnil^. iL was yctf. hanksfi^ 
BRgim XK>t.: r^fin^fiaiidf :{ioc .lofdi: iiaidiaxiot 
tariceh. ei»9py: «sittiiigaiG|} ipBo liusijviBw;, -oti 



on > ki» tcmHr and <ho«pka4tt^» ffrhoa l|^ 
a4vi8i^ her. (for it was^ only ^vk^)^ 

* If it iKeie 4)fi2y ^yi^e^ the girb aig»g4, 
it ym^ not poigiv<f ly binding } aii4 > ii^ft 
entreated tbeir Iddy to.con$^siiKr^coti% 
&98Dr9 Beatrice at the aaine iisae cpilaigs- 
ing on the cs^mfMt pfr haring a,«p^itwlj 
gui^? t(>.iK4iMJii' they covid; openvtliffar 
hpeartiS^ in^ead.^Grfi%a. ;marQfie, c^ttraotefl^ 
bigot like Father Ambrose^ wtio ttaSS^ik 
tbempioto auptocKy^ ; n ^^r. 

^ .Sir IMBory ' v^s :wmmbn^^ >rbitt Aft 
Qouittess ^as; > pBddetermiiisedi tor, cflBt^l% 
wkh : the ivi^es. . of >her ::lordy iMd. jquI^ 
consulted ^ faer>:]coii&S€Mn to Juumt whal 
merit would belanoexed to th^saerffios^ 
of iier own dfi«re&> The ^p^nsmGejtnd 
manlier of this pck^t^ better, oonresponded . 
yfosk cbe moderat'^Fretich aUbe, tha» the 
aeciad«dmonk:ii£ the fourteenth centiiJryw 
ilmbitiottfirandindoksit } 8twifonsroi% tn^ 
prefifEcvsedbiar iptpagrmcc ; by that sm»ctflr»< 



iAg ol iKn^gXvhtch^jfi "^ the dark ag«» 
cMiti&uted to the pres^rvadoii of ^edcle-^ 
siastical tyfanny, he "W^^ a sophist rathei^ 
Atu a pbtbsopher, and a sen^oati^ and 
|(le£»aftt companton iiistead of a si^t^ 
Alicia • tfttended to confess the temptation 
^I0^fdt tolcAloiir her own incKnatioiis ^ 
bur Beatrice ^ boldly put the qaesrion^ 
\*ii€ither xlfe advice, or even the commands 
df an s^»BMt.bud>and should be impiidttf. 

Sir Hilary assumed the air of a camust^ 
8md t^ecdn^ SerifM^ure or reason for. 
grales^ proceeded to obscure the case>by{. 
fogkal definidons; Commands might be 
godd, neuti^l, or had ^ the obligation ta 
obedience might be pocdtlire^ conditional^ 
4s abrogated by superior daims* Advice 
and commands were kept disdnct; on 
rendered conjunctive, by the disposition^ 
simation, or even the tone and manner, 
of the hnposer* • £Ten commands ad% 
milted of £dur distmctioasi wiiih respect 



ft) lli« atftboritf from' whence ^ey p^ro- 
ceed^ ; for a fcwftil power mig^f' be 
#xert^d- lor a towM Of an iinlaiwfli)^ piait. 
po9e; or si:^eriorit^ might be pstii^eJ 
for -a bad or a good^ p^^pose^ -^g^ji M^. 
party from whom* obedience \^a6' re^. 
«|iiired might be aff idebt, or zh hnfairft^ 
and' & each ca^e bounds to an implfe^ 
acqm^cence. By those rules, which are 
obligatory on immature or extingumfiaf 
understandings; or the principal and^tiie^ 
agent might be equal in tlie capacity of 
determining, or even; stiperior, or influ- 
enced' by super-human convictions. Silt 
Hilary argued the case in every WoiW.ot 

tiewi till t4ley dfespaired^of his getting i^ 

- *'. J* . j'^.'^' 

tfte end of the muhiplied changed j; but at' 

the winding up he rewiar^ed their patience' 

By deciding, th^at the. intellects of th^' 

Countess of Lancaster beinff equal, or 

perhaps superior- to tixe Ear P^ ; and • cir- 

(iurastances having arisen, of whicTi, ffom^ 

distance an^ other causes* he coulS-Hof 
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P^Sf i if sle could' say, ^^mh a safe dao* 
sciesee^ Hiat dbe' beHeved herself called 
<^^%^ »se9^ of d4irf to accoiiifjaiiy the 
0^aa; hi^r saveireign lady to York^ she' 
BQj^bt gov and heSroald ohly impose oq 
Ker .;a.'slkrht penance, sock 39 abstainincrr 
ffe^-^'^^g Wmalade , or; were sb; 
wttxy-^foti^ 01 marmalade, doublmg the 
nondser' of Paterno^ta-s, tiot because she 
^ep^;^ tW Early bat for giving Hm 

tp' andmtand she would eomiAr vnsh hib 

,» . • f ' •. . • , . ' . * * • . . ■ 

aesnres;. 1 

lEvery member of ^^y Lancas^r^B 
c^d)lishment felt persuaded that a. Darnel 
was. cotne' to 'judgment, and never wsls a 
lioosehold so hapipy in atn eisJightened and 
SKeral kist&rV Alicia still doubted.. It 
iva$;fa^%rst parked devtatbn from what 
she fek was her duty ; her f^ opposi* 
tion 'tQ> lirhat^ sfi^ knew to be her hii^ 
bamlV win. Slie had indeed, by herac« 
dtiWcenee, *^|lted* all' her^i^iW wi^ ineas» 



■u 



f« 



whiea 



fiaravd iiUatib tlir Ewl of lissicc^ilic 
wrung bet baad, and tooik lavie set s6^ 
IsBinLy as if he knew it wcmld iw thm 
final inteme9r« Why that omiaons ap»^ 
prehension, s{ie inquired. Herabaenoe 
she {Hsmised sbcmld be short 9 she wotifal 
only viat Pontefieact, see . the pageanfisy 
aad return* .But De Lacy^ hilmUed b^^ 
Aiscrepitiide^ and andcipating a speedy 
SQJoinai in the gnure^ proceeded to^giin 
directions for h» funeral in her.peese&clu 
He commanded that heshotild be iatessed; 
in the eadiedral cfiiircbof Samt PiMii^tia: 
Ae ^armour be wore in Palesdne j .joub 
ikpt his efligi^Si^ carved Jh the : p^isture ^ 
a crusader, sfamdd be hid bn his ti^vabi 
He re^iiircdii of her also that sh^ sho^ald 
jbund a cfai^try.c^ priests; and. that sfli» 
tbe» anniversary of his death, ^^and this, ems 
i|f AH %)uls9' histidesdeadanta shotdd^ga 
in pilgrkna^e to I^s centetery, ^bem Mb 
oSisr taptfs^ ; and: sprihkle^ Judy waier, bta, 
e&Kghten^iiiegteonv wd ahste.die ptuiga 
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of- purga«(9ry. Such hdd htdtbetnrDxs 
ef ^Romish saperstidou eairiy unprinted^ 
and' peipeiually inciilcated,^ erea on tke 
sqioi^6&t minds ^ and though^ in did 
{>eriod*of health and activity, tfacor iofla-r 
^icevoigfat be appaiendy suspended,, it 
wds only to retirni with invincible force 
9K4hose momralSy when the awfol proz«% 
ifittty.of 'the future worU abeorbed aU 
OQUQtaQ &ir the preseotj and anxibiie 
car^ disappoioted in the ol^ects of itft 
tencesirial pursuits, fixed with intense^ 
aoiicitiide oa that part of man^s Cjom^ii 
fkounded : beings to which it ' paid > least a^ 
ttation-diiriQguhe tioie which wDttU banre 
best ioiprovedi its coi^didaii^ » 

^:T<ke Gtauntcsa^ -vnept a£ hsr fi|lher*a 
enteiisation. nShq ibad« promised* tak 
aHend(ttheii42iieea to York, land. that 
ptffic^ '■ Jiad : ah»ady ttt out, def^ticKng^ 
OH hamg the advantage of her Mims^i. 
afod : the pleasore >6fiher society* fihft. 
asipsd-her father if ^e ndshod her-to re^ 
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of -negtect, "wftkb Hfe'alftctibii 'and^Hi 
ftrthMde aGke raa<fe him ' uttMnlKlag"^^ 
<$^, - he htHe tier ekt ^hik Ott MiWU 
W* ^faHf. *'• EnaWe'me to perharm' U^" 
Sxd^^tHie,' iifiddng tAi Iter khde8;-*'HP 
ft^ bfc^bg.** He g3f e if t(4th a^^ itoledtt^ . 
piMios,' ttfftkb fi^aift ni^i«atea ti^'\ilMJtiltl 
Ik'tRefeathe^oaia'bestoivr. ■ '' -'""" 

^CRidkrikih oFthis visit, — tbe^ ivere aQ xt^- 
tettOered ready to deput ; aid the aUttiik^ 
of appedmig - wjlYering* ata'd-'fidH*' '^o^* 
iBsist^her incHhattonar for plgasdfe,' itt^ 
stibdued the impalse^ 6f Mikl d^y:' Bi^ 
trice succeeded'-in persaading 'liei'> thaftti 
disf^peretf^ream, tfte ^Sl!ct df 'fti0^ 
6r ittd%e9tioii, or a sbund inftt^MM^'f^'ik 
deBthJiriMch," o^ Hime ' if^er • HiHiii^ 
6i^en> lAd tnri^ifflled the'a^t%henS^S 
•f g«duaf= decay.' Tl>!d'-Eart cert^i«y 
toofted a» wdP, arid '^dfeel "is' stitmg, as 
tft«al^j ^nd i«»f>rar fer hitt'arti tlfe cKJfises 
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wladi tk^ passed w >ti]e..imd»vi^ 
much an act of filiai ptetjras^.sit.aqd 
weep by his i>€d-^de» .Her lad^c^.weiq^ 
^siaximoQs m entrseadng her inot toisn^ 
#UQh.4oloars .af .deadi atid> pmrgsUH^iii 
4m|dr«Iy t;9 qccijipf her attepoon ; aaadii^ 
^y^Jb^.-gfoci^^dutwa .stages . t))ei^ 

ffipi^^ts W"^ ^e&quallf banished^rbK 
asKticipations 9^ ^ti&r\sj^^m^2f^g!easiEfo^ 
^Xf^9 <'^^f4«^^ior^^be fiS^at Boo- 
tqfirpct* ,Cp9% attire^ ,iich faa^;;mg% 
qiloiQe yttndsy and ^acfa bgefiious ^maxty 
^.^ would pre«ei^ . satiety 9 required Bo 
lliiieh, deUbecation,. and k was so nectt- 
sarf to ba««n rapidly a&er tbe Qamnj 
kst ^y slioulx^beitoaJatefor tfaeaouise* 
i^icntet that the imendcd 'devotiois .ai th^ 
^jMode crosses \eere cooxmoted, Jby ^ 
^|*eBs^ to those who, baying more ki- 
$1^9 .were hired to psagr %^ th^. Me re* 
t;uai .(;^ the ^Earl t of Lawastec, and the 
Ufe o£ the Earl of {^iocohw 

Qut the yoiuig voiatU^ ^idolgfd Ali<aR 
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wa» not the onlythougbifess wwabipdr ol 
Mtuseiiiflnty vhom the prospect of a aouie 
of dissipaiion .sedoced into a remmciiiaM 
of {[iQHrer (ii}tie8« III the muid of Edmsil 
of CarJoarvGDy the ideas of pteas«u:e ..and 
Gavestonvere so combined^. that it ym$ 
iiDpo8s&)fe for him: to welcome the first 
^thout the latter. Dnring iht sittang ic£ 
pwfeiTPeiit, aadwlttle the.powei^of tbe 
ordainers . vac iiL fun force^ iie hadbecA 
:ObNged to dispense with-^ hi& faTciuaie's 
company ;. hot the pmatioii was fok ankb 
all that fiondr HBgerin^.96er aforhiddea 
delight, whioh mai!h8 a miml totaHy eoee« 
vatted by^ long i^uigence ; and a festheky 
widioiit his . inadiaciDg presence wa^ia* 
supportable. \%doQs .were the intqgiicB 
set afloat by those who flattered the Kipg^ 
iftclmadoo$^ at :tbe.' eaqxenoe of Jiis best 
in^estsi^ to-^pftve/tfae way for Gave^ton^js 
recaU* Thaas^gft of Htnry ihe Thttdb jb 
well known^ 98b she peridd in which the 
third^estate beganta hold a: regular place 
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m dici igffMr cooociL of the nation. . Thb 
pawen was. iniraduced as- a. difick^aadi 
e^lsipoiBB to. that of the elei^y.and the 
bamiiSyiakidJto the order ttBcy repre9e8tied» 
Edmrard the First during his^ long sakioatsy 
reign-, grated many immttiikiea tending, 
ia'their immediate ^ffect^ to increase the 
tecsrity of; the crown, smd in their pro 
t|9fec6ire effect, to create that ioteH^nQet 
emerpnsie, and fortitude in the middle 
classes of sokciety, to iVhkh, wkh the 
bktmngt lol ^0i«me Providence, k is 
owingi that Bngland faasrtset anch a gb<f 
nwa escample* tq ithoae iutfjona, whose 
pofndation^' v^oommng, of an: uawvaldgF 
aMtacraey^^ai^i a^ rabble sunk in yi^ 
fiabgaiandtignvraiice^ Jiasre eaaljrJ^ecome 

:*'Sm a wise^pisnce \vjUx:cmsviGr^l>he di£* 
iiefisnce belvtoeto itBiraiiiig^rone^tiaas oi^ 
subject^ into ^ a . ioslrriei!^ ^gatioaiiihe ecof <* 
tMitnt4>bwer df> th; jfidiea^ i^id joscitiag 
miiti;^l>^iiDStitiiqr> ^ Bpbeatoneing^cbauti^s? 



K. 
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on^owtis, allowkig thenobiKty to-alkosKte 
their lanckt granting hdtiim io cam)- 
isefw, and £nndliiig ochoolsand <otteg» 
Jbr the education of yooth, the connon- 
alcy of England had gradually feoened 
di^ feudal cb^unsy acquired property 
independent of their great hmdtords, and 
exercised those powera of n^odfiatioii 
and genius which^ in some inatancesy kd 
to equality of power. Though, geberaHy 
speaking, the potent baron aieted toMtrds 
his dependasta as a father to Us cbikhw, 
"yet aa hnnun nasore had always the same 
propensity to prefer what the iadiiaduod 
considere aa hia own ioMreat^ instaneea d* 
oppression could not be infrequent, where 
law scarce attended to the wixings of 
humble cbimants. Grateful to rc^ty 
for those fewmrs which originally eman- 
ated from the tlinNie, the first eAiabns of 
freedom amesig^ the people gaw bht}i to 
those insunrectiiHis, in which tl^ nobitity 
were the chief objects of hatred ; and 
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ih^e jR^e rt^KSte^ as eifeen^as a ^4g<o^B^ 
sni^ yrospQidto^adMoMfemtioA was" mic« 
eeeded bf fi&rofeand itaisfertufie* When 
p^ie ^ f-esdurces ware^ mbapplted)) i^nd 
rpK>lbsdy' wa^ed, it was easy for ifiose 
w^'^o^^fwdMnghaxAhy ^p€ft*nfrf<ms 
»]9tei%^lavdiKiti9fn, to dif^rt ilie resent- 
aMQfr^aainitabb^ rafieringoontMonalty, 
iflM|«iefilly krfbrHBiid' w «a fb6 A>\ire6 
.^-tbe^jpfiiMcs they mduced/ fifotti the 

tomed: to /tmiatde^: aiidf i^l/'hom^lhey'vn^re 
the more ttsily^^ SkpdieAto ^onsidef coI« 
kcdwiy as oppwwow '■ >^ - ^>^ ^ «' ' ' 
-^I)epa£iig^im4ii?iilg^iH«^^M!hV of fiis 
fath^i^s popdarity,!^^^«USn»-^Wds Ihe 
parUament dt^ai3ed» Ib^'pbtirer'ef rfic^ 
ordamers exiA^tfj lta»-m* "^afl ' of 
Laneaster gcme'^frotflP^^^Kftf, 'Itflaa'the 
King t>roc«e<ie(r-'1^' V«»ir"<$iv^6n, 
tfibogfc itt so cbyin^ke^Vldl^tt^tfi^ WTebit 



\ 
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TOWS which he had taken as a knight^ 
a ChristiaDy and an anointed king. 
To excuse this perjury he sent circular 
letters to the sheriffs of the countieSf 
stating that he was previously bound by 
his coronation-oath to see justice adad- 
nistered to all his subjects; and being 
conscious that the Earl of Cornwall had 
been banished by a most foul coaspkaiaf^ 
he had recalled him } not to screen hiai 
from his enemies^ but that he m^ht be 
submitted to a free and open triaU fiut 
stiH believing him to be innocent of the 
crimes laid to his charge, he should^ till 
such txial could take place^ treat him as 
a faithful subject ; and he had summoned 
hitn to York to consult on impqramt 

sfi^urs* 

Indignant at this mean preTaricatbn, 
and unroyal conduct, the barons appealed 
to the same tribunal, -the judgment of the 
public> which thw seemed to sit as urn- 
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fhrt between claknaats contending for 
iheir favour. The demon of discord was 
ihus again let loose ; the King beheld his 
^lendour eclipsed by the departure of 
many of the chief batrpns ; and the sup- 
plies intended for the Earl of .Gloucester 
were withdrawn under frivolous pre- 
.teaces, by the lords of each party » who 
thus sought to disguise their apprehen- 
sions^ that their troops would be wanted 
{or intestine wan 

Nor was the . behaviour of Gaveston 
ttlculated to allay the flame which his 
return had re»fighted« It seemed to be 
the fate of this presumptuous man to ne« 
gkct every warning, to grow more in* 
Solent from every chastisement, and to 
justify his enemies in their conclusion, 
that extermination was the only cure for 
his obdurate insolence. Perceiving, that 
during his absence the Queen had ac- 
<|uiredi&ome cowequence^and had formed 

G a 
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a party, especially designated as her 
friends, he studiously shewed her the 
same marked contempt, which Mortimer 
and his associates as openly retorted* 
Thus the court exhibited a scene not 
uncommon ia the residence of those 
princes who mistake splendour for great- 
ness, and allow base intrigue to supplant 
enlarged policy ; while cabal and flattery 
are called wisdom and attachment. There 
were seen at York, the greatest pro- 
fusion of expence, a surfeiting routine of 
amusements, a gasping impatience for 
uninterrupted enjoyment, strained afiecta^ 
tion of inordinate satisfaction, and equally 
insincere professions of eternal regard, 
combined with envy, hatred, discontent, 
and restless avidity to secure a portion of 
that golden shower of honours, rewards, 
and appointm^its, which, under the pre« 
tence of excitmg a military spirit, the 
lavish King poiirfed on his fevouiites j~* 
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thus wasting the resourced that the or- 
dainers' had accumulated to form the 
sinews of war. 

In these scenes of external gaiety and 
real niiisery^ the Countess of Lancaster 
foore a distinguished pact, and amid the 
heart-burnings of a factious court, simply 
wondered, that she was not happy. 
Gaveston again wore her favours ; to 
mortify him she danced with Mortimer, 
and allowed Surrey, who was retiring and 
respectful, to court her favour, by often 
singing the cahzonet which an exiled 
troubadour composed in praise of her 
beauty, her descent, and her device. 

•Among the Tallies of Thoulouse^ 
While yet a youth, I sought the rpse. 
The rose of Provence, 'twas to dress - 
My, bower of niiptial happiness ;. > 

And tnany a pleasant lay I Wfx^iep^ 
In honour of the rose of love* 

G i 
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Ah me ! the Tallies of Thouloii^e 
Kamore are spangled trith the rofte> 
Mb morey beneath that azure sky. 
For love the sh^iberdff oA^e and figh« , 
Flames more intense theur hearts assail, 
Ajii tortnr'd victims shriek and wmU 

From these sad scenes,, my fate to bkave^ 
A free-box^ bard, but beauty's shsre» ' 
With madrigal and roandelay» ., 

Through many a cEme I took my way» 
Seeking o^er mountain, dale, and grove^ 
The rose of beauty and of love. 

I 

f 

The prize is found i Ah, 6ard unblest i 
"h blossoms on a rival's breast $ 
'Tis on hisbanner'd tree unfurPd, 
Branch of that rose which charm'd the world ; 
And still Plantagenet receives 
The ineense of its fragrant leaves. 

* 

Severely chaste, supremely fair, 
Seitfce of my hope, and my despair % 
If fo an echoing voice I pine, . 
May one req>onse alone be mine t 
The love I dare not now disclose 
Shall murmur ** Sweet Zjancastrian Rose«^' 
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But^ beside being the richest attirec!^ 
best attended, and most admired lady^ 
Alicia had die glory of giving the., most 
q)lendid i%ce at Pcmtefract that the Queen, 
as she herself owned, had eveir enjojed ; 
and all the court ladies were pining 
with morti^catbn, at the grandrar of 
her fortress, the fancy of her tapestry, 
her massy plate, costly jeweb, an4 nu- 
merous, welUappointed retainers. How 
very extraordinary, as well as hdw won« 
drously pitiful, that she could not again 
feel tbsit free delight, that rapturous en* 
joyment, as when she foUowed her 
&ther in hia sylvan sports, flew her ^con 
at the brown heath-cock, oir on the banka 
of some of the rapid streams that feed 
the Stour, lured the spotted trout from 
his crystal elemoit*, Were, hawking an4 
&hing more esBfailsuf&fsiiig Mtpwtft> than 
tiltings and itaaskings I Bhe mtA then 
felt wearisome cravings &r tmlHed no^ 
velttea^ or concealed consdous disappcxnt* 

o 4 
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9ient and dejection, toider the mask of 
exsaberant mirth* To the bodily £aitigue 
irbich they occasioned, sleep proved a 
$ure relief ; aftd the fair huntress sprung 
from her plUIet with, the mounting lark, 
lo resume her cheerful occupations } but 
retiring from the suffocating heat of a 
crowded festival, die could not sleep. 
The agitating hurry of the scene swaiii 
tremulously on her waving pillow ; the 
loud symphonies of vocal and instru- 
mental music tingled in her ezts with 
disturbing murmurs ; the glare of 
lK)rches, and the spfendour of cloth-^« 
goM mantles, jewels, and snowy plum* 
age, danced m painful confusbn before 
her eyes ; and a night of feverish rest- 
lessness succeeded what was miscalled 
a 'day of pleasure, even when some pain- 
ful incident or overheard sarcasm did 
not renand her, that in this cmwded as- 
semblage of the great and the prdud, she 
had not one friend — not one who really 
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lov^ her. Not even the Queer), t^ho 
so exclusively claimed that title ; for sl^e 
too could change the terms pf ^^ Our 
mo^t dear and most lovely cousin" to a 
whispiered jest on the home-bred wife of 
Lancaster, who, presumipg on her wealth, 
desired to outshine; the daughter and con* 
sort of kings* 

: A<9lban*time that wealth, which^ next 
to her . beauty, was the prime incentive 
to the envy she inspired, wasted fast 
beA^h those extraordinary expenses 
which suknptuous apparel and entertain- 
mmts incurred. The Countess fom^ 
the treasure v^hich sh^ had brought 
with hej: from Londbp, and which in« 
efcperieficc; made her suppose inex* 
lvuistible9 all dissipated, and the day 
fixed for the pageant was not yet arriv(^» 
What . could be done ? Apply to the 
Que»»— -Alas ! that iltustripua lady hi^d 
long bei^n ii) a similar sUualiaot, and p^r- 
hsi^ it was owing to AUcia's inability (o 

^ 5 



supply hef grants, that Hei* Majesty wasr" 
provoked to utte^r the contemptuous ex- 
pressions already recorded. Beatrice* 
whispered, that Lord Surrey ^as^ rkb 
and generous j but the wife of the 
high-mthded Lancaster disdained the in« 
sinuated application. She knew that a^ 
large sum was deposited in the hands of 
the sieneschaf of Fontefract, but that sum 
was her lather's, and sacredly a|>pro-' 
priated to defray the charge of the con^- 
tingent to be fumishled^ by him for the 
Scottish war. Ta divert it to her owtt 
private expenses would be very un- 
patriotic, though she knew that the 
kind De Lacy would forgive his beloved 
child the misapplication. But' to stajr 
at York without it was impossible. 
The consumption of her retinue was ini*^ 
mense ; she was not now living in the 
clieap hospitality which feudal customs 
permitted to those who resided in theiif 
own demesnes, when either under th^ 
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hfigds ofprodvic^ jt^e^tsf in kipd^ O^rpre^ 
s»tS5 the baron's table$ and stalls were < 
fiimi$}ied with almost every article of 
cati^iisuinption ; — she was living in an^ 
drer-peopled city, where luxury trebled 
the pri^e of every necessary. Prudence 
whispered, ^^ Return to London, and by 
dismissing your superfluous retainers ta> 
the management o£ their own private 
affiurs, relieve yourself from this ruinous- 
cost of maintenance }'' but she hs^d not 
yet .s^^Q the pageant,, which was dels^ed 
oxUy; to make it more splendid. In this. 
dilemo^a, she must again consult Sir 



, Th^ obliging confessor admitted that 
h.Gt situatioa was distressing^ He spoke 
of tb.e virtue of foresight, the duty of 
calpula{ing escpense, the comfort of feel«^ 
Ifig^ independent, and uttered various wise 
c»14' saws, calculated to dissuade the 
Countess from incurring another insol-^ 
Vi^cy i, but since she was alr^eadj. in that 

6 6 



( i3« ) 

sMte^ Md was also dote beire3$ to tke 
Earl of Lincoln', to anticipate what must 
in future be her owa^ could not be called 
injustice. And as to misapplying a foad 
intended for public service, the state need 
not suffer, as the Jews would readily 
raise any sum on the mortgage of lands, 
a liberty which the late King bad allowed 
to his barons* The Lady Alicki must, 
however, submit to a penance, and he 
could not, on this occa«on, be so lenient 
as in his former inflictions. He was col* 
lecting a sum for the charitable asters of 
Saint Clare, which was to be devoted, 
under their auspices, to the orphans at 
those who might hereafter fiall in the 
Scottish wars, and he must mulct her for 
their relief* Alicia sighed, and sent the 
Pontefract seneschal an order to de- 
fiver the intrusted treasure to her use. 
Sir Hilary recdved a portion adequate 
to the supposed (ieagns of the pious 
nuni^, or radier, to the deficiencies 



which gaining and dissipation had nuide 
in his own income ; and the plundered 
senesGhal, terrified at a proceeding which 
he ceuld not resist, posted to London, to 
inform his venerable lord of his daugh» 
tePs proceedings. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Tbe toort dirk cottagir, VattcT*d anJ dcoj'd, 
Lfltstn atv fii^throiiBh chinks dm tne htf nude. 

WA1.LB1. 

A FTER passing some time in the 
French court, the Earl of Lancaster 
discovered^ that though for the sake of 
state finesse, much was said about pater- 
nal feeling,, wounded honour, and ten- 
derness for female sensibility, Philip the 
Fair was more inclined to reduce the 
power of his own nobles, and to make 
interested attacks on his immediate neigh* 
hours, than to a romantic, absurd inter^ 
ference in the domestic quarrels of hia 
daughter. An insight into his designs 
induced a compromise ; and the royal 
father affected, to be padfied by the EarFi 
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aikirance that Edward and lobelia were ' 
IrWng in harmony, and' that Oaveston,' 
the chief fomenter of their discord^ was* 
banished from England, never to re* 
turn. Relyiiig on his farther promise 
that he would, to the utmost of his^ 
power, endeavour to preserve things- 
is this happy train, the King of Fiance^ 
agreed to suppress all indication of 
resentment/ and Lancaster returned ta 
England.- 

Strictly combined with the honour in* 
which this illustrious man held the iirst^ 
table of the moral law, was his observance 
o^ the leading injunction of the second; 
Government iii all its shapes, superiority 
of every class, whatever was decent, wise- 
and venerable, the ties of natural, civil, 
and religious authority, all claimed his 
profound regard. His first care, on 

his arrival in London, was to visit the 

» » • 

Eiarl of Lincoln, who lay on bis death- 
bed^smd seemed only to retain his parting^^ 

8 
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breath that' his son ui-law might hear his 
last councils. Most strange and most 
lamentable did this seem to the Earl cf 
Lancaster ; the great, the good, the brave 
De Lacy dyings and his daughter not 
supporting his bead on her bosom* It 
was in a similar attitude that she re^ 
ceived the first declaration of love irom 
one who contemplated it as a sure in- 
dication that he should be blessed with 
a peerless wife. Where was Alicia? 
Loicoln did not complain of her absence. 
She did not know his extreme danger. 
Was she well? The Queen had com- 
manded her attendance at York, where 
the fond father hoped that she was 
happy. . 

** Surely,*' returned Lancaster, " she 
would have been ha[^ier here^ discharg- 
ing a real instead of a fictitious duty." 

De Lacy only adjured him to behave 
kindly to his darling. . She had been ten- 
derly cherishedyand most fondly indulged. 
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If ever he should reprove her, he re* 
quested him to deal .lightly with one 
whose 8ensi|>ility made her feel th6 
slightest hint. The temporary coldness 
of her heart's affections, he said, was as 
the snow of May, and as rapidly sac* 
ceeded by the brightest vegetation* 

Unwilling to hazard his ability of com<» 
municating his dying coundls by a loxlget 
indulgence of his private feelings, he pro^ 
ceeded to inform his sbn^in-law of the 
recal of Gaveston, and the King's pro* 
ceedings at York ; and, contrary to his 
usual caution, he even stirred up Lan« 
caster's tardiness to re&tance, by ccm* 
juring him, in the ^* * most moving terms, 
not to abandon die church and people 
of England to the mercy of popes and 
kings. He told him his birth obliged him 
to endeavour to free the kingdom from 
the oj^ressions it imfortunately laboured 

^ Tim speech i» copied bom Rtpin. 
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Widen He charged him to have alwaji 
ti great regard for the Ktagf but \ndi9l^ 
he added, this did aot hinder him frcna 
doing aU in his power to remoTe £rom jbi9 
person the foreign ministers and fa?our« 
ite& Honour, conscience^ and the pub- 
lie good, called upon him to procure. thf 
observance of the great charter, the odlj 
basis of the wel&re and peace of the 
kingdom. In conclusion, he advise^ him 
to join heartily with the Earl of War^ickf 
who, among all the omlederated lordSf 
was best able to carry (x^ the impdnaitf 
undertaking,'^ being actuated by a uxh 
cere, disinterested reganl for the public 
wel&re* 

Lancaettr received lihese coutocib intP 
an observant, but indignant hiart* That 
the IKing should choose' the period .of his 
absence to reoall lus favonrite, convinced 
bim (though, unwilling to adopt san- 
guinary measures), that death only could 
rid the kingdom of this pest, and p6rtenl> 
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and that it must be done by Jns meaa^.' 
While be stood gating <m the corpse 
of the v^erabie patriot^ and mshing that 
Oaveston's could be subfiiitiited, and 
that honest heart agsun permitted to pant 
for die treal of England, ke was in- 
formed that the Seneschal of Pontefract 
had rode post to London, charged witK 
important intelligence to his lord» Lan* 
caster's hopes and fears inhere . buuly ait 
work; It might be that he hoped the 
Earl of Gloucester had cleared the north 
of the Scottish marauders; peihaps he 
anticipated an insurrecti&n of the baioas, 
which had teved him the trouble of tear- 
ing Gaveston from the King,, or more 
probably his apprdiendions were roused 
for the Kfe and humour of his Alicia; 
Tbetale' of the. Seneschal did not ^ssipace 
thi^pe fears. Her honour was indeed iish' 
pHcated. She had taken the lead in the 
d^pations at York ; and, to supply her 
iK^te, had not scrupled (d seize ^tfae 
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treasures of her fiither ; — that fond, neg- 
lected, worthy father, whose dying breath 
excused her errors. The overcharged 
«ye-lids of Lancaster gave unu&ual vent, 
and as his tears fell fast on the cold face 
of the Earl of Lincoln, he rightly called 
the emotion grief/ " This must not 
be,*' said he, as he drew his hand over 
his brow ; *^ we are called tp immediate 
action. Return, Seneschal : tell all you 
have seen to the Countess my wife ; and 
Ud her repair instantly to my castle at 
Kenilworth, and there hide her sorrow 
from the world/* 

He proceeded to give orders for Be 
Lacy's ^neral, and sent pursuivants to 
all the barons of his party, requesting 
that they would attend the solemn rites, 
at which he meant to arrange and cement 
the confederacy which the aged patriot 
had advised, and his own convictions had 
determined to be necessary. Warwick, 
to whom the ties of friendship,' and the 
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advice of Lincoln especially endeared 
him, was not in London. Was he too 
gone to display his youthful prowess^ and 
the gallant trim of his equipage, among 
the York revellers ? No, he (Lancaster) 
heard, with pleasure^ that he was in his 
own demesnes, training his vassals for the 
Scottish war. So fame reported ; but 
fame, which sometimes obscuves r^al de^ 
sert, occasionally gives an heroical colour- 
ing to motives of a very different nature^ 
After Lancaster's marriage had re* 
moved all apprehensions of a rival to hit 
love, Warwick visited Kenilworth, to 
observe how Matilda was affected by these 
espousals. He found her in the deep^t 
affile t ion. Beau champ, misconstrued the 
cause, and gave up every hope of divert- 
ing her fixed regard. Yet could he not re- 
frain from speaking of the newly wedded 
pair ; and all his apprehensions died away 
when he saw her listening unconcerned 
to the narrative, and observing, with ap- 



parent pleasure, that the portrait which 
he drew of the bride would be a eordial 
to Queen Blanche. ^^ My royal guar- 
dian/' saki she» ** is consumed by a 
disease which she conceals from her sons, 
Jest it should divert Lancaster froin his 
duty, and retard the recovery of Leicester. 
Yet, though magnanimity contends with 
pain, its repeated inroads will subdue 
mortality. But this morning she con- 
fessed to me that she is without hope. 
Would to heaven as I have shai^her bed 
while fiving, I might be the partner of her 
grave ! The King grants all wardships 
to his favourites. . I shall be seized as the 
wealthy prize 0f some licentious paraate, 
some dependent oa Ckivestcni, whose 
bankruptofortunes require the support of 
my lands^ Forbiddas to enter the shelter 
of a ciKivent, I have none to help me bit 
die holy Virgin and my gu^dkm angel." ' 
She proceeded to tell Beaucfaamp that 
her father's will forbade her taking the 



T^9 oa p;|in of forfeitmg her iuheritance. 
The Earl of Leicester was gone to the 
sooth of France, to try the efi?ct of its bal- 
samic air and medicinal springs. Reasons 
(which» though no longer imperative, still 
acted forcibly on her delicacy,) forbade 
her claiming the protection of the Earl of 
Lancaster. There was one place of re- 
fttge» whidi the Queen of Navarre had 
{herself suggested, the monastic cell of 
Balshall, a small community of ha^>y 
nun$5 ^ho lived in the neighbourhoodof 
Kenilworth, protected by the Knights 
Templars, Here, if death robbed her of 
her mpnitress and friend, would she re* 
side till misrule biecam^^iess dangerous, 
or time induced a happy forgetfuhiess of 
her c^stence; and she entreated Beau- 
champ, as her knight and friend, to in- 
terpose his aid, if the King, or any of his 
minions, should attiempt to violate the 
freedom of her choice. 
In the full sincerity of his soul, Wa;t« 
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rViok pledg^ his sword aod IHe to faer 
4ef(^ce ; i)ut observed, that since -the 
^U of Earl Maurice presented an ma- 
{>enEUe barrier (<>hercontinued sedusicm, 
a barpfiial castle was a sorer asylum from 
Violence than a cdl of feeble nuns. His 
eyes drew the inference, though he xm- 
])osed ^lence on his toi^ue. Matilda un- 
derstood their language, and her blushes 
removed the interdict she had imposed* 
An ecclairdsse Aent took place ; * all was 
joy and triumphant - hope; - Matilda ac- 
knowledged that she had .mistaken love 
for friendship ; and Warwide urged, that 
as her guardian possessed the^ power of 
bestowing her %i marriage, the ccbsent 
of the Queen of Navarre alone was want- 
ing to remove fevery 'apprehension of a 
constrsuned and degrading alliance. 

While in the presence of a beloved 
object, and in the happy dawn of mutual 
confidence and cheerful hope, every dif- 
ficulty appears to vanish, affection giring 
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an impulse to the mind which appears 
like strength. But when Matilda ap« 
preached the couch on which recKned her 
suffering guardian^ she felt the brief 
anxieties of love die away in admiration 
of the fortitude of that heroic princess, 
who, while struggling with a mortal 
disease^ smiled at pa\n, and anticipated 
immortalitj. As often as she attempted 
to beghi the meditated confession, she 
reflected how selfish it would be to 
express anxiety for her own state to 
one who was writhing with agony, or 
to distract her attention by solicitudes 
for the child she regarded with a mo- 
ther's fondness* Matiltla's manner eic« 
pressed her perplexity } but the Queen's 
mind was engrossed with the qontenr* 
plation of her long cherished plan ; . and 
letters which had lately arrived with an 
encouraging account of her son Leicester's 
improvement in health, made her con- 
sider this as the happiest moment for com- 

VOi4. u. H 
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fi;i\2nicaitmg her desires* With the ikkn 
;«lf-pos8f ssion which characterizes great 
miijids in the close of life, Blanche again 
renewed the subject of her own dissolu- 
lion, and its effects on the fortunes of her 
young friend. She spoke of Balshall 
nunnery as a tempjorary retreat, where 
obscurity promised privacy, and the twice 
hallowed sanctity of which, imposing ex- 
traordinary respect, prevented all fear of 
violation. Still, as the only sure guar- 
dianship, she recommended marriage. 
Matilda drooped her, head and blushed. 
The Queen proceeded to say she had a 
$on ; Matilda, interrupting, begged she 
would feel no pain on that subject, for, 
though gratitude^ respect, and admiration 
would have compelled her obedience, she 
had lately discovered that the Earl of 
Lancaster would riot have been the choice 
of her heart, which, she believed, was 
'more prompt to repay humble affection, 
than to offer itself a spontaneous present 
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jto superior desert. ^^ I have still a son,** 
resutned the Queen, with that smile of- 
folt satisfaction which spoke a mind ca« 
pable of bidding pain begone, and wait 
its due season : ^< I have still a son, who 
shall win that heart on the terms it so 
nobly requires. So may heaven speed 
tny dearest wishes, by confirming the 
hopes his letters suggest, as Leicester shall 
largely pay the tribute due to thy modest 
dignity. At parting, he confessed to 
me that he only desired life to spend it 
with my Matilda, and he received with a 
more endeared blessing my full appro- 
bation of his choice. Why weeps the 
daughter of my soul? Often has thy 
infent tongue told me thy dear love for 
Henry, who strung thy garlands, and 
tamed thy falcons. Come, then, and to 
a mother's bosom confess thy confirmed 
sensibility of his gentle virtues, of the 
fortitude \vith which he endured sickn 

\ H 2 
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iiess, and foi4)ore to engage thj vomr, 
till hope became the herald of love." ■ 
As the Queen gently bowed to r^ 
ceive the desired embrace of a daughter, 
Matilda dropped on her knees. Her 
royal friend clasped her to her bosom,* 
but she was still silent. How could 
she avow, that with the tenderest pity 
for Leicester's suflferings and respect for 
his amiable character, her heart was de- 
voted to Warwick? While encircled 
by those arms which had been her 
asylum from infancy, she, for the first 
time, regretted the partial preference that 
selected her from so many worthier 
ladies, to be adopted into the house of 
Lancaster. Could she no other way 
smooth the death-bed of her honoured 
guardian, than by dooming herself and 
the now happy Warwick, to a long life 
of regret ; nor fulfil the des of gratitude, 
skve by breaking the promise she had 
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recently Tgiven, of acldmg the name of 
husband to that of fxieiKl and cham* 
pwdn? 

But Qucten Blanche's penetration soon 
read the meaning of Matilda's looks of 
perplexity and distress, and her genero* 
sity anttcips^g a painful confession,, for-* 
bade the sacrifice on which grateful duty 
pondered. She not only saw jAie eow 
barrassment of love, but determined that 
the gay and gallant friend of Lancaster 
Qiust be that obstacle to the wishes o£ 
Leicester, which the tears and confusion 
of Matilda tacitly avowed. At one period 
of her life, when, admired as a woman 
and honoured as a Queen^. the wishes of 
Blanche were always anticipated, and 
her looks were equivalent to commands, 
this second frjustration of her long che« 
rished hopes might have beei^ received 
with avowed displeasure,; .but sickness 
bad disrobed her soul for the. grave, not. 
by chilling the tender affectioAS> b)(it. b{^ 

H 3 
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tetdming that tenacious hold of earthljr 
power, v^bich is the last proof of a, 
sordid, imperious mind. With the po* 
licy and forethought of the Queea and 
mother, were now mingled the convic-f 
tion that she was one of that perishable 
race, whose generations successively oc<^ 
eupy the places assigned by Omnipo- 
tence ; and as they pass away, leave their 
unfinished plans an4 forgottea desires 
to be fulfilled or marred by strangers.; 
Blanche meditated on her long line of 
progenitors^ who had, for ages, ex-* 
perienced the protection of an immut^ 
able, all- wise, all-merciful Providence I 
\could she not confide her descend* 
ants to the same ever<*watchfui care? 
How often had she seen events occur 
which rendered that unde^rable, which 
k had been the previous labour of a Kfe 
to attain. An unconditional restraiiit 
imposed on an ingenuous mind, is like a 
ifpur to courage, or a menace to inte* 



( »5« ) 

gtkj. " Who,'*^ said she ta hetselfy 
*< that has looked on life with a discern-^ 
ing eye, but must feel that neither policy^ 
strength, nor authority can so over* 
rule the course of human actions, as to 
connect happiness with prosperity, or 
eren to insure our hearts from being 
wounded by the gratificatbn of our de- 
sires ? Why then, should I stretch out 
my hand from the grave^ and say to 
those who have a long course of years 
before them, ^ Do thus to content one, 
who, ere thou canst obey, will have lost 
all consciousness of sublunary concerns/ 
O, mortal creature ! remember thou art 
thyself on the confines of eternity f be 
not, ih^efore, busy among the rubbish 
of time, nor forge, with a hand crumb- 
ling into dust, indissoluble chains for a 
being as intelligent and susceptible as 
thyself/' 

Actuated by sentiments so consonant 
to . real greatness and true j j^&ction'i 
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JHanche impressed a maternal kis$ on 
Matilda's cheek, . and bade her ^ain 
kneel and receive, her blessing.' ^' May 
^ou/' said she, ^' be happy \vith the 
fnan whose humble affectjion vour heart 
rewards. I w^U only impose one restrict 
tioQ. So order jour bridal peal that it 
shall not be ,the knell of my Leicester.'* 

We will pa;s8 over the grateful ac-. 
knowledgemej^ts of Matilda, ^who bound 
J^erself, by a solemn obligation, that no 
apprehensions pf personal danger should 
induce her to become Warwick's wife, 
without the cheerful consent of Henry 
Plantagenet. 

At their last interview, the Earl of 
Warwick appointed Guy's chapel (a 
scene endeared by. their first meeting), 
as the spot where he should receive the 
anticipated consent of the ,Queen of Na- 
varre. His ardent spirit did not allow 
him to foresee any obstacles to a pian 
he bad fom^ed for their i?imediat« maz;. 
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mge, which, if solemnized during the 
life of her guardian, would receive that 
fitll validity, from her consent, which 
would defy the power of the Pope or the 
King to cancel. Matilda had allowed 
him to hope, that, if she could be spared 
from attendance on the Queen, she 
would visit that favourite scene of. her 
devotions during the vesper-service f 
be considered that the officiating priest 
would be at hand, and though the sun 
had not finished his course since Matilda 
plighted her troth, their attachment was* 
not ephemeral ; it resulted from long and 
intimate knowledge of each other's 
worth ; it had been proof to jealousy, 
misapprehension, and absence: why^ 
then, should not the nuptial benedic-^ 
tion be pronounced, which would free 
her fr6m danger and him from fear? 
Seated on the stone^coffin which held the 
remains of the mighty Guy, he rumi-' 
nated on all the arguments he would 

H 5 
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ttse^ to prevail on Matilda to put it out 
df the pow^ of fate to separate them*. 
He would alarm her fear$ by narrating 
(as truth permitted him to do), the iwr- 
jurious alliances into which the King had 
forced several illustrious ladies, over 
whom he eitercssed the power of ward- 
d)ip. He would instance Margaret of 
Gloucester, and describe to Matilda's, 
happy ignorance, which had never come 
in contact with tyranny and vice, the 
iiavage insolence and neglect with which 
the gay buflFoon, Gaveston, treated that 
royal and amiable lady. The scene 
Would also supply a topic of persui^ 
sion, while he deprecated the procrasti- 
nating toyness of Lady Phyllis, which 
drove the brave Sir Guy to despair, and 
chang^ the glory of Christendom into ^ 
melancholy hermit. Fear, pity, a plead«» 
ing lover, a recently acknowledged 
love, a consenting guardian, ^an ,ai^ 
tending priest! Could, a tender, ena? 
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moured maid resist such persuasions? 
OjFteii did he rise to observe the road, 
leading from Eenilworth^ and as often 
mistook the echo of his own footsteps 
for the trampling of horses. Grown 
impatient, he ordered the priest to ring 
the vesper-bell, to hasten the worship* 
pers. Still Matilda did not appear. The 
hymn to the Virgin finished without the 
aid of her melodious voice. It was re- 
peated, and he fancied he heard her voice 
from the bottom of the cliff, distinctly 
jolp in this petitionary couplet : 

<• O, then, sweet advocate, bestow 
** A pitying look on us below." 

When all the congregation had retired, 
Beauchamp waited in the chantry, half 
afraid to breathe, lest he should not' 
catch the first light footstep of his ap- 
proaching love. A footstep was heard j 
he incautiously exclaifned, ^' Is it my 
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Matilda ?** and was answered^ ** No." 
A joyous laugh and a light jest, at the 
detected subterfuge which concealed its 
indulged amours, under the pretence of 
training his vassals to martial exercise$9 
announced Gondibert Fitzallan, a kins* 
jnan of the. Earl of Arundel's, the friend 
cf Surrey, and a favourite of the King, 
^eating himself on Sir Guy's cof&n, he 
swore, by the sw^rd of the old chieftain, 
h^ would not stir till he had discovered 
th^ fair anchoret who detained him from 
the beauteous bevy that pleasure, and the 
King '3 mandate, collected on the banks 
of the Ouse. 

Warwick vas, in no humour for rail- 
lery. To be thus unreasonably inter- 
rupted, in what he felr tot be the crisis of 
his fate, was more exasperating, as*^oa- 
dibert was UQt a man to be intrusted 
with secrets connected with a lady's 
: honour, or that, ^d^lky .which friend 
owes to jE^^^; SA jUl the. kiugbt&.ia 
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King Edward's court, he was the cm 
ivhoai he least wished should discover the 
beauty and situation of Matilda. To pre* 
vent this dreaded evil, he raised his 
voice to an higher key, well knowing that 
she would not appear while he was con- 
versing with a strangen Gondibert con- 
tinued to rally him on his assignation^ 
till Beauchamp, unable otherwise to 
account for the greeting he had bestow- 
ed, pretended to confess an inclination 
for a fair wanton, from whom he would 
clisengage his thoughts, and listen to 
Gondibert's details of the proceedings at 
"York. This theme, he proposed, should 
enKven* their carousals at Warwick-castle> 
vhither he pressed him to go. 

The young Earl was too little practised 
in disguise to deceive a finished courtier* 
Gondibert declined the proposed hospi^ 
tality, and in his turn, speaking in , a 
loud tone, he declared' himself honoured 
^(fa th^^omitiands of^ beaiiteoiis Qu^eii^ 



( IS8 ) 

t0 haste and liberate a fair nymph from 
bondage, and therefore bound, as a trutf 
knight, to refuse every personal induU 
gence which might cause delay. Hi^ 
mission was to Kenilworth. Warwick 
trembled. Isabella had heard of the 
wit and beauty of Lady Matilda, whom 
the superannuated Queen of Navarre 
shut up in that castle, and had sent 
him, with a gallant train, to entreat her 
presence at a court where the bravest 
knights in Chrisfelldom were now assem* 
bled ; among whom she might gain a 
lover worthy her high desert and fair 
fortunes. Should persuasion prove in- 
effectual, his attendants were sufficiently 
numerous to give efficiency to othef' 
means of completing this generous de- 
s^[n. ' " 

Warwick's apprehensions for the im- 
mediate safety and honour of Matilda,^ 
agtain induced him to descend to an ill- 
omtrived falsehood He was persuaded 
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that the lady was near, bis attendants were 
dismissed ; -^ Gondibert's, by his own 
account, armed and at hand* Was his 
own sword sufficient for the protection 
of his love ? He tried to laugh at the 
knight-errantry of Fitzallan; spoke of 
Matilda as best fitted for the retirement ' 
in which she lived, and asked him how 
he would endure the gibing courtiers, 
when, instead of a fair accomplished 
beauty, he should produce an ill-favoured 
hoyden. Inexpert at deceit, the tremu^ 
Ipus voice and ill-disguised agitation of 
the lover, confirmed Gondibert's suspi- 
cions who the Matilda was, for whom he 
waitecl jn Guy's chapel. '* Spare your- 
self," said he,' gaily, " the trouble of 
these useless falsehoods j deal with me 
as a friend, and own that the daughtei^ 
of Earl Maurice is as kind as. she ifi 
lovely.** 

Though Warwick blushed at his own 
meanness, in , aitosipting , {o i deceive^ be 
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would not, even to rescue her fair form 
from Gondibert, utter a whisper reflecting 
on Matilda's fame. His only course now 
was to endeavour, by a full confidence, 
to engage that honour, which, even in 
the most unprincipled, sometimes shrinks 
from treachery. He conjured Fitzallan 
to reserve his censures of his conduct, 
till Jove familiarized him with that strange 
intruder in a soldier's bosom, fear. Ma* 
tilda's endowments were, in all respects, 
unrivalled ; th^ were contracted lovers, 
and ere she could be forced from the 
protection of her royal guardian, mar- 
riage would give him a right to meet, 
with unsheathed sword, any braggart 
who dared to impugn her liberty, 

•Fitzallan answered, he admitted this 
brave frankness as a tie upon his ovfn 
lionour: nay, farther, he would report 
to the expectant courtiers, that Earl 
Maurice's daughter was a betrothed 
vestal, whom it would be as presump^ 
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tuous to woo and as hopeless to vin^ a» 
it would have been to tilt with the re* 
Downed Sir Guy for Lady Phyllis, or to 
break King Arthur's sword, Excaliber, 
and carry off Queen Guniver. He then 
gave a gay account of their Christmas 
merriment at York, and so spoke of the 
levity and extravagance of Lancaster's 
fair bride, as might have deterred a less 
determined lover than Beauchamp from 
entering into a state in which man sub- 
jects his peace and honour to woman'a 
infirm judgment and wavering inclina-. 
tions. 

The young Earl was ignorant that the 
fair object, whom his fancy invested with 
all her sex's virtues^ and separated from 
all her foibles, had overheard part of this 
conversation. True to her appointment, 
Matilda left . her attendants at the bot- 
tom of the cliff, and entered the chapel 
alone, concealed by the twilight, a few 
moments after Fitz^^lan* She staid long 



enough to hear her. plighted lord avow a 
base attachment, and speak of her as one 
who owed her attractions to her patrU 
monial lands> while Gondibert acknow- 
ledged a design which realized .all the 
fears she had long entertained for her 
own freedom and happiness. Distressed 
and terrified, she stole out of the chapel 
with silent speed, and eluding the suite 
of Gondibert, whose shining helmets 
discovered their situation, new back to 
Kenilworth ; where, at the feet of Queen 
Blanche, she confessed all she had over* 
heard, without disguising her love for 
Warwick, or the assignation which led 
to this painful knowledge of his unwor- 
thiness. Blending, with the fears of vir- 
gin timidity, the miseries of ill-placed 
affection, she supplicated her guardian to 
sanction her taking the veil ; and, by the 
forfeiture of an inheritance which ex* 
posed her to so many perils, purchase 
security and peace* 
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TVhen ingenuous simplicity candidly 
entrusts its sorrows to wisdom and ex- 
peiiencej its difficulties diminish as well 
as its fears. The Queen of Navarre was 
too high minded to apply the misappre- 
hensions of Matilda, to the furtherance 
of her son's love. The derogatory exi 
pressions of Warwick admitted an ob^ 
vious explanation ; and a reliance on her. 
own power, reputation, and dignity^ 
^would not allow her to suspect that the 
Kipg, her nephew, would licence such a 
-violation of her rights, as to force het 
ward from her protection. Yet, know-i 
ing that the extravagance of the Arundel 
family had rendered them necessitous, 
she thought it probable Gondibert might 
visit Kenilworth ; and, on seeing Matilda, 
make love a pretext for^ an impertinent 
address, injurious to her peace, if not 
dangerous to her safety. She ordered, 
therefore, a strong escort to convey her 
to Balshall i but, as she bestowed her 
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parting blessing, conjured her not to 
pertiiit the intkements of the sisterhood 
and her own temporary, and* probably 
ill-founded disgust ^at life, to cpunteract 
the will of her father, dictated by long 
experience and the soundest policy. The 
threat she had heard of. carrying .her to 
court, might be a boast or a. menace, 
rather than a confirmed purpose. War* 
wick might wish to deceive an enemy? <h* 
in that gross levity of C(Hiversation in 
which men indulge,, uttei^ sentiments 
foreign to his heart. The ties fornied 
by a long acquaintance, must not be 
lightly broken ; actions will speak ; asd 
the lover, who was enough the object of 
affection to be favoured with confidential 
proofs of chaste preference, must not, 
for the sakQ of her own fair fame, be 
lightly discarded : and even should 
time, that test of the human character, 
prove Beauchamp unworthy, " StiU/' 
said the Queeui^ " let my remembered 



( r6s ) 

histoty impress on your mind two trnths, 
important to your future peace. FormedT 
for society, as the sphere of our duties 
and the proof of our virtues, it rarely 
happens that a first disappointment so 
benumbs the heart, as to render it callous 
to all the ^social ties. Grief, and the 
frustration of our early hopes, are too 
apt to induce a susceptible mind to shade 
its future years with the gloom of de- 
spao*. But the sun will again rise on 
the morning of vernal life, brighten the 
dark colourings of impatience, and teach 
the sincere but feeble mind to revere 
that Providence which corrects its pre- 
sumption, and dispels its apprehensions* ' 
The vicissitudes of many years have 
taught me to substitute thankfulness for 
complaint. The avoc;ations of my widow- 
hood may also teach you that the world, 
religion calls upon us to renounce, may 
be' avoided without secluding ourselves 
from that in which the same authority ' 
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ebmmands us to appear as a shining Ught^ 
exciting others to faith and charity/' 
/ The Seneschal now announced that the 
escort was ready ; and Queen Blanche 
closed her parting charge^ with a com- 
mand, that Matilda's continuance m the 
nunnery should be determined by con- 
siderations of her own safety, and not by 
a recollection of the privations which her 
friend would suffer from the want of her 
dutiful attentions* 
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CHAP. XVII. 



Hear me more plainly. 
I ."have in equal balance justly weigh'd 
AVbat wrongs our arms may do, what wrongs vr^ suffer i 
Anil iind our griefs heavier than our offences. 

SHAKESPEilRB. 



T^HE obsequies of the Earl of Lincoln 
were prepared with a solemn mag'- 
nificence corresponding to his birth and 
his virtues* Lancaster awaited the sum- 
mons to attend as chief mourner, when 
he was at once gratified and afflicted by 
the appearance of Warwick, who came, 
he said, to claim, as a dutiful ward, the 
right of supporting him in the sad cere- 
mony. The tributary regret due to de- 
parted worth was paid, and the woes and 
wrongs of England copiously discussed 
over the corpse. The Earls agreed that 
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the swcrd must be the last resource to 
extort from the King that obsenrance of 
his vows, which neither interest^ honowi 
nor conscience could compeh But the 
countenances' of these^hobles exhibited a 
sullen melancholy, which did not exactly 
correspond with those stem feelings of in* 
dignant heroism which urged them to 
pass the Rubicon, and plunge England 
into the horrors of civil war, as the only 
alternative to avoid rain* Th^r dejec- 
tion spok^ how deeply private distress 
heightened the feeling of public calamity. 
They reasoned on their own future des- 
tiny, as men indifl^rent to their prospects ; 
yet . while their secret discontent abated 
the value of then: self-devotediiess, it 
gave energy to their determination, of 
perishing in the cause of freedom . Habits 
of long and friendly intimacy required 
and justified the fullest confidence ; and 
they soon discovered that this was not the 
meedng of a happy husband and a sue- 
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c^sful lover. The Earl of Lancaster 
confessed, that levity and dissipatkm bad 
robbed him of that full confidence in his 
wife which was essential to his peace ; 
a:nd Warwick, after paiatin^ the hopes 
which Matilda's ingenuous confession h^d 
inspired, with all the sanguine glow of 
impassioned fancy, proceeded to describe 
the death-like chill which hung upon his 
heart ever since her green4iveried page 
apologized for the broken assignation, 
and stated, that his lady had left the pro«' 
tection of the Queen of Navarre, and 
thrown herself into a nunnery. 

We will avoid rq>eating those ungal- 
lant reproaches on an insatiable thirst for 
pleasure, and weak infirmity of purpose, 
isehich these querulous barons asserted 
Vere the characteristics of women. But 
the more saturnine displeasure of Lan- 
caster checked the impetuous vehemence 
of Warwick. " We are not,*' said he, 
<* two Proren'9al advocates, pleading Bf 
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love-cause at their mock tribunal ; neither 
is the one a champion of the glove^ nor the 
other a knight of the £an, killed by a 
frown and revived by a smile. Let our 
hearts be stem as the times ; and if life 
presents to our view no temples dedicated 
to ' domestic happiness, let us felicitate 
ourselves that there are fewer obstacles 
to interrupt our prospect when honour 
calls on us to look on our sepulchres/' 

The corpse of De Lacy was interred 
witki all those impressive honours with 
which religbn consecrates the memory of 
the good and the brave* The metropo- 
litan caihedral was hung with black, every 
shrine was lighted wit^ tapers^ and lamps 
were placed on the monumfents of the ' 
mighty dead 5 whose banners, wavio^ over 
thbir effi^ie&y $eemed to invite to their 
silent asseitibly the rem^insmf the waiarior • 
who desired that hi£ corpse might be. 
buried in the had>iUme9ts^^hicb cbarac*. 
terised the most importa^ Warfare in' 
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which he had been engaged. The muffled 
drum and sonorous' trumpet^ whose ^hriU^ 
ling tone is even deemed signiftcsnt of 
the revivificating summons of the areh- 
^acgely annouxKied* the ^preach of the 
bier. It was preceded -by aolong pro«' 
cession of the Earl^s ancient ^Ims^men^ 
two and two, clad in bladk gowns, 'vadc 
bearing immense * torches. Theset were 
followed by the choir^ dressed ''iniwlBte 
soepUces, chaimting a dirgey and the 
priests and canonsf vfjtdi Tdofaets. > oyer* 
theiv pontifical robes, idispkyimg^retics and' 
crucifixes to the kneeling mlikitude^ The 
body was. surrounded ibyr the housefaokl 
servants, bearing tapers^ and over it ^rav 
held a black vfiluet xanopy, decorated > 
with lofty plumes^ Lancaster and War- 
wick foibwed first ; a&sr them Hereford, 
Pembroke, and a loi^ trataofi patriotic 
nobles; the whole closing with. men at 
arms trailing their pikeS) and archers mth 
relaxed bowstdrings. .Th& corpse was d6* ^ 
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posited beneath its own banner ; a pur^ 
suivant proclaimed the titles which it had 
once borne ; and the shield it could no 
longer raise was laid upon the grave* 
All was hushed, even the voice of sorrow 
was suspended, when the Earl of Lan- 
caster, who was seated by the episcopal 
throne, rose to address the people. He 
seemed to stand absorbed in contempla^ 
tioh ; his hands crossed on his bosom, bis 
countenance pale, and his eyes fixed on 
heaven ; but after a few moments of so^ 
lemn recollection, he turned them towards 
his auditory, and thus proceeded : 

** Sorrow for irremediable losses," 
said he, ^' is the characteristic of weak 
minds, when it is querulously indulged 
at a period which requires to be marked 
by action. The solemn pomp of woe 
which attends the funeral of men exalted 
by their worth is not designed to call 
forth a niore than ordinary flood of tears, 
but to excite that worthy emulation which 



( ^7i ) 

may supply the void that death has made. 
One chief who dies in the arms of vicf 
tory, calls into action a host of con- 
querors ; as the martyr, who springs to 
heaven from a pyramid of flames, expires 
travailing in birth of multitudes of saints, 
to whom his blood proves the unction of 
baptism. And shall the death of a pa- 
triot be less fruitful, when, full of days 
and of glory, he is carried to his grave, 
like the waive sheaf to the sanctuary^ a 
type and a promise of a redundant har- 
vest ? A harvest of freedom, of glory^ 
and. of peace; but a harvest which we 
who survive must reap with sharpened 
swords and full-drawn bows ; with limbs 
&inting under the pressure of our iron 
mail, and brows worn with the load of 
our weighty morions. But further, it is 
a harvest, the fruit of which our children 
will eat in joyful security, while such of 
us whose grey heads have not fallen in 
the gathering, ^shall be pointed out to the 
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admiration of thtuoUs ^alitlide/'' afld-^* 
joy that first gift of the' DiVhiS Rutet^^bf 
mankind, the allowed repose of faonolir- 
able old ag^.^ ' ' 

The' Earl of Latieaster then addresMd 
the Loftdoneri, asking thefm if they \*hb, 
under Cassibeltlb, resisted Oass^r hi the 
fulness of hi& power, and ' the freshness 
of bis Gallic victories, ^ere content* thit 
their Kitig should be governed by a low- 
born foreigner, as weak in intellect as &e 
w^s basd in principle, and rapacious in 
conduct. He called on all who loved De 
Lacy ; on those whom he fed, instructed, 
patronized, <lefended; on all who revered 
the memory of that monarch, by whose 
side the noble crusader fought in Pales- 
tine, to rescue their prince from the fias- 
cination of a vain Gascon, who wished to 
depress England in the scale of nations.' 
Edward the Great, on his death-bed, 
doomed Gaveston to banishment, and ex- 
torted an bath from his nobles, landing 
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them to execute his sentence. Would 
they not unanimously lend their aid to 
enforce the injunctions of that King^ 
whose reign was the era of their prospe- 
rity ; whose institutions diffused happi* 
ness, by teaching every iqan that know- 
ledge of individual importance which in- 
clined hka to respect the franchises of his 
jieighbourT The dying counsels of De 
Lacy, founded on the same immutable 
principles, pointed ^ut the only means of 
rescuing the kingdom and the King from 
inglorious bondage. To the sword he 
reluctantly appealed ; but alike faithful as 

• 

a subject, and honest as a patriot, he did 
it not to impugn, but to guard the rights 
of the crown, which he devoutly prayed 
might long sit easily and shine gloriously 
on the royal brow. It was for the sake 
of the infant prince, on whom might the 
mantle of his grandsire, with a double 
portion of his spirit and ability, descend, 
' to make England great and happy ! These 

14 
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were -his views, and these alone ; and if 
fear quailed his purpose, or sinister ambi- 
tion warped his intentions, be now de- 
clared ^o thqse nobles and freemen, whom 
he invited to rally round the banners of 
Lancaster and Lincoln, that they should 
stand absolved from their engagements to 
him, leaving him exposed to the igno- 
miny^ opprobrium, and danger, which 
are the fit portions of cowardly rebels and 
treacherous usurpers : " May my boncs,^' 
continued he, " never mingle with the 
dust of my royal ancestors; may they 
never even be gathered within the conse- 
crated inclosure of a Christian sanctuary ; 
and may the violent death of the fefon 
and the traitor suspend my remains to the 
gaze of the vulgar, without either wife 
or child to shroud their dishonour ! But 
till I forfeit your confidence by my un^ 
worthiness, or till a leader offers more 
worthy your trust, brothers in arms and 
fellot(r*gbIdiers ! in defence of the Great 
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Charter, and the honour of your King, 
let us, over the grave of the good Earl 
of Lincoln, pledge the oath of mutual 
fidelity/' 

This appeal was answered by the toss« 
ing up of caps and the clashing of swords. 
The populace of London, whom the 
King's emissaries had in^vain endeavoured 
to form into a party against the barons, 
readily enlisted under their standards, 
having been ever inclined to the cause 
of freedom, since they took so decided a 
part in the insurrection of Simon de Mont- 
ford. Nor did the bishops and priests, 
whom this solemn ceremony assembled, 
endeavour to abate this enthusiasm. Be^ 
ing composed of the most enlightened 
part of the sacerdotal order, they re- 
spected the independence of the English 
church, and saw that it was the design of 
the King's evil counsellors, by their entire 
submission to the Roman pontiff, to pur«> 
chase from him a full immunity for theiir 
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•Jhroads on the English constitution, under 
the covenant of their permitting him to 
exercise spiritual supremacy. The nobles 
moved from distant parts of the *choir, to 
assemble round De Lacy's grave, but that 
spot was already occupied : a female pe- 
nitent lay upon the earth, in the ex- 
tremest agonies of grief; the ashes which 
were strewed upon her head disfigured 
her countenance ; and her amice of coarse 
sackcloth entirely enveloped her person. 
Some of the attendants attempted to chide 
away thj& sad intruder, but she was in- 
sensible to their threats ; and a compas- 
sionate priest bore her in his amis frdfar 
the spot, just as the Earl of Lancaster 
deseendcU 'froni the throne to meet bis 
assocfates^ in ^rms, receive their vows, and 
-'acti^l^hfc oflSce df leader of the confede- 
^ratibH, to wtiitb his birth and character 
atiflie ^led fti».' Yet even during' the 
warm glow <*f patriotism, the throb t)f 
hoxKmrabie Ambition, and^the ^pprehdi^ 
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sioDS which the welfare of millions thus 
entrusted to his care excited, he felt for 
the sorrows of the penitent whom the 
priest was bearing from the tumultuary 
scene ^ and hearing that she was an un- 
known, friendless mourner for the Earl 
of Lincoln, he gave orders that she should 
be conveyed to the Savoy palace. 

As. soon as his public duties were 
ended, he dismissed the now cumbrous 
train. who waited upon and applauded his 
newly-invested honours, and retired from 
the clamorous cry of ^* Lancaster for 
England !'* to his oratory, to commune 
with his own. heart, to examine his ca- 
pability, and to discover and guard 
against his frailties, previous to bis en- 
tering on the high functions he had as- 
sumed. His devotions were interrupted 
by the . arrival of a pursuivant, sent to 
* announce that the Countess of Lancast^, 
with a sumptuovis traia» was on .her y^j 
IQ ,London^ to atiteiiui .thft.fu«pr^l,/rf} h^r 
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father, and had halted at the vUkigt of 
^ Islington to receive his conunandft. And 
did the unnatural daughter and disbb^ 
dient wife, whose conduct he so strcHigly 
reprobated, indeed bear his name ? FuU 
of emotion for De Lacy's wrongs and hk 
own shames, with feelings still more 
powerfully agitated by the solemn scene at 
which he had just assisted, he replied, that 
he had ho commands for the Countess of 
Lancaster, but wished to speak to the 
grateful penitent who wept so bitterly 
over the good Earl of Lincoln, dnoe, by 
her sensibility, which he supposed was 
-excited by the loss of one friend, she had 
secured another. Self-respect prevented 
him from adding, that he had rather console 
her sorrows, than attend to the cumbrous 
pride and ill-dmed parade of one who 
appeaned to have forgotten that first com^ 
mand, to whose, obedience Heaven at- 
tached the promise of temporal blessing. 
The penitent appeared^ Her gol^ 
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locks were cleansed from the symbol of 
humiliation ; they fell as a veil over hei^ 
face, but their luxuriance and beauty pro- 
claimed their owner. ^^ Cast me not 
off!" said she, falling at his feet. ^* Cast 
not off your self-condemned Alicia^ 
though you renounce the v^n dissipated 
Countess of Lancaster !" 

Amazed and terrified, the Earl raised 
her, and grasping her cla^d hands, as 
one who would prevent a deed of despera* 
lion, exclaimed, ^^ Can it be my wife in 
this penitentiary garb, and suppliant po8« 
ture ? Why not attend your fa|her's ob« 
sequies in your proper character ? Why 
renounce, with the duties of your statk>n, 
the attendance and the dignity viy rank, 
and your own birth, require P* 

^M am your faithful wife," returned 
the La4y AHda, ^^ who, renouncing the 
vain pursuit of evanescent pleasure, comes 
contrite for her follies, to be corrected 
by your cleimency, and fashknied by your 
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example. It did not beseem one who 
knew she had omitted her first duties, to 
appear in state at the funeral of that fa- 
ther, whose death-bed she had never 
smoothed. You, my generous lord, 
are the only MC^itness of my self-imposed 
humiliation;, and your pardon for my 
past indiscretions, will so renovate my 
sinking heart, and confirm my resolution, 
that I shall not fear to tell a censorious, 
inquisitive world, by my future conduct, 
that I am indeed the princely Lancaster's 
wife, restored to my own confidence, and 
enjoying his.' - 

- " My Alicia !'* said the Earl, as^ he 
folded her in his arms j "I forgive the 
past, an4 h^ve hope of the future. Thou 
hast discovered the avenues to my heart j 
but do not enter it again by this agoniz- 
ing portal ; though thou hast found that 
the tear of penitence, and the blush. of 
self-^reproach subdue a di^osition oa 
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which the blandishments of beauty would 
have been tried m vain/' 

It was the first oflfence of his beloved 
consort, — ^Lancaster was sanguine in his 
hopes that it would be her last. Alicia 
was also fixed in her determination to be 
henceforth a most observant wife. She 
had been disappointed ia her pursuit of 
happiness, and now as much undervalued 
the powerful temptation of prospective 
pleasures, as she formerly had remained 
ignorant how surely satiety of enjoyment 
creates remorse. 

" But will not my dear lord,?' said 
she, with a plaintive smile, '* suffer me 
to follow his banner, whether it points to 
glory or to danger ? Not that 1 hbw' dis- 
trust my prudence, even if I were left to 
my own guidance, for my rentfnciatioA 
of the court is full and entire ; the dis- 
gust of conviction, the enniity of Ensnared 
ignorance at duplicity and ^frivblJty. 
But during the stormy days, which muaj 
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precede a kingdom's renovation, I shall 
want a protector, and ]^ou a ministring 
attendant. You will not leave me ex- 
posed to insults and dangers, but suffer 
me to act as your page, to burnish your 
mail, to prepare the bath, and dress your 
tent when you return from battle ; and 
then to sing you to sleep with a suppli- 
catory hymn to your guardian angel. 
So Eleanora of Castile acted, and thus 
dearest Lancaster would I." 

To the romantic tenderness of this pro^ 
posal the Earl answered, that the warfare 
on which he was going to enter, differed 
widely from the pompous tournament, 
when knights fought in trim parade, and 
lodged in rich pavilions ; and ladies sat 
to witness a bloodless combat, and ad- 
judge the reward of skill and activity^ 
The war he must wage was, of all othersi 
the most ferocious* The prize was not 
a purpled scarf, or a golden chain ; but 
, life, liberty, honour, the prosperity of 
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the present age, the security of the fu- 
ture. Courage must put forth all its 
strength ; policy mature all its counsels $ 
and man meet man pre-determined to die 
or conquer. *' My mail," added he, 
" win want no polish, but the friction of 
continuous conflict; the nearest rivulet 
will be at once my bath and beverage ; 
the earth my bed ; and heaven's concave 
my pavilion. I trust,, too, my guardian 
angel will hear a soldier's brief prayer, 
whose thoughts must not be diverted 
frcnn the high dudes annexed to his awful 
responsibility, by his fears for his beloved 
wife's safety, or his delight in her society. 
The pre»eminen£e which' your father's 
desires, and the choice of my brother* 
patriots, have conferred on me, is that 
of danger, care, md labour. We war 
against luxury ; and must hold no secret 
league with the enemy of our country. 
Not one privation will I escape, not one 
indulgence will I enjoy, that shall draw a* 
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sigh of regret from the meanest of my 
compatriots ; or confirm the forgeries of 
envy, when she talks of the fbt^otten 
soldiers' sufferings, and the fortunate 
general's grati^cations and rewards/' 

Alicia listened unconvinced, fancying 
that the warrior's wants and labours could 
not greatly exceed the regimen of Father 
Ambrose, or the fatigue and mortifica- 
tion of a court life. On the former topic 
she was compelled to be silent, the piety 
of her lord not permitting the extra- 
vagance of a zeal, which he accounted 
sincere, to be treated with censure or 
levity ; but in describing the wearisome 
routine, absurdly named pleasure, she 
gratified him in being copious; and 
though she did not convince him that she 
was fit to brave the brunt of. battle, he 
was persuaded that disappointment would 
habituate her to the exercise of that for- 
titude which is truly feminine, *^ Surely,** 
said he to himself, '^ a woman; who has 
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SO strongly felt the serpent sting of con- 
venient friendships, has seen envy^s mil-- 
dew blast merit, and promised assistance 
prove a quicksand to ingulph the unwary; 
she who has fainted under the toil of 
amusement, and durst not drop- the 
mockery of those constrained smiles, 
"which outraged a heart throbbing with 
^ insupportable disgust ; she whose keen 
sensibilities shake her frame, while she 
recounts these her trials, must henceforth 
renounce the witcheries of pleasure, and 
be a votaress of the domestic virtues." 

But with a confidence re-assured by 
•every new discovery of her altered senti- 
ments, the Earl of Lancaster felt more 
determined to place 'his consort at a dis« 
ta:nce from danger. A camp, he, told 
her, was only a scene fit for extraordinary 
female heroism, and consummate pru- 
dence. Tenderly as he prized her vir- 
tues, they were of a different^ cast from 
Eleanora's of Castile j and ere she at- 



( i88 ) 

tempted to take that princess for her 
model, she must train her mind, by gra- 
dual imitation, to become her copyist. 
He would first recommend to her the 
daily exercises of derotion, tilT her soul, 
raised to form a proper estimate of sub- 
lunary good, would be superior to the 
light agitation of passing events, and thus 
preserved from the elation incident to 
success, or the fear of destitution in the 
hour of calamity. It was her duty also 
to pray for the militant soldier ; to offer 
oblations for the souls of those who fell 
in the glorious cause; to provide Jor 
their widows and orphans ; and to supply 
the wants of the maimed. Alicia readily 
agreed to ail these preparatory duties. 
Her castles, she said, should become ttie 
asylums of- the unfortunate ; and in every 
thing she would be guided by the coun- 
sels of her confessor. This promise did 
not perfectly square with the previous 
^ncerity of her purposes, for she was sent- 
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sible that Sir Hilary's moral code differed 
from her lord's. But her terror of har« 
ing Father Ambrose forced upon her, 
induced her to conceal this discovery, 
and she recollected that she was at liberty 
to dismiss him whenever she found him 
too indulgent; while the Earl of Lan* 
caster, from his respect for churchmen, 
and attention to what he deemed just con- 
fidence in his wife, alike abstaining from 
all interference in her household, and 
from suspecting that an agreeable viva- 
city of manners was synonymous with a 
toleration of immorality, rested satisfied ' 
in Alicia's promised defer^ice to her 
ghostly father. 

The first step which the confederated 
barons agreed to take, was to repair to 
their respective counties, and summon 
their vassals to arms. The maternal 
estates of the Countess of Lancaster lay 
in ^the west of England, and there the 
Earl determined to erect his istandard. 
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and make Canford-castle (a magnificent 
pile on the banks of the Stour, close to 
Wimbommiosler^) the rendezvous of his 
party. Alicia wished to accompany him 
to what had been for generations the seat 
of the Earls of Salisbury, observing, that: 
her presence and influence would exp&* 
dite the levy. To this Lsmcaster strongly 
objected, commenting on the invidious 
indelicacy of her appearing active in 
raising forces, which must ostensibly act 
against the xoyal personages, for whom 
she had professed personal friendship; 
oil the needless irritation of such a pro* 
ceeding ; and on the danger to which it 
would expose her, without any benefit to 
thexause, since she would from hence- 
forth be rightly considered as a principal 
in the war, aiid, in forfeiting the privi- 
leges which chivalry bestowed op her 
sex,^ would subject herself to imprison^ 
ment, or harsher treatment, if she fell 
into the King's power# He furthar^ ar« 



gued| that though Canford-castle vrss 
€trong enough to sustain a regular siege^ 
it was too far distant> from whAt promised 
to be the centre of their operations^ for 
him to spare a sufficient force for its de- . 
fence, without injury to the common 
cause.. He advised, th^efore, that she 
should reside with her mother, under the 
protection of the nu^s of Amesbury, or 
with Qiieen Blanche, at his welUfortified 
royahy of Kenilworth, till the war ended. 
Of two plans, neither of which were very 
p«^lalable^ Alicia preferred the latter, as 
iaiposing the least restriction on that li- 
berty which sh^ was now desirous of 
using, to regain the reputation which her 
extravagaiace and dissipation had forfeited* 
Early severity occasioned a painful chill 
as often as she recollected the image of 
the Countess of ^Lincoln; and she had the^ 
address to give such an engaging colour** 
ing to her choiceiof bis mother, that the 
Earl of' Lancaster was persuaded that she 
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would come from the purifying ordeal of 
the Queen of Navarre's society, as per- 
fect in discretion, and\ every domesdc 
virtue, as she was now in grace and 
beauty. 

The time of their separation could no 
longer be delayed ; the barons were all 
gone to their respective posts, and Sir 
Robert Holland, with his troops, was 
ready to escort Alicia, The general 
must not be tardy } he was armed and 
prepared to go, but lingered for a mo- 
ment, unmanned by the tears of his 
Countess* Unused to control her feel- 
ings, she, on the present occasion, fancied 
that there w^s virtue in their excess. 
She hung on her Lord's arm, she fol- 
lowed him to the door, when he at- 
tempted to break from her, and by her 
hysterical sobs compelled him to return, 
and support her. She called this con- 
jugal affection, not con'sidering how 
grievously it increased the perturbation 
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of that* noble htart, which should hav6 
gone forfh faraced tb its trials^ by its 
dqiendence on her fortitude. To check 
this extravagance of lamentation, he 
shewed her from the court of his palace 
the sepaiatioii of a soldier and his femily. 
The man was an artisan, on whom that 
famify depeiuled fdr support ; he em« 
braced each of his children with fervour, 
and bestowed on them an agnus dei or 
a crucifix as a memorial, giving a fonder 
kiss to the youngest, a smiling- infent, 
whom he placed- in the arms of its mother. 
The woman stood firm, suspending evea 
her sighs, while she listened to his parting 
advice ; it was only that she would attend 
daily at the convent of the Grey Friars, 
who would feed her and her children, 
but never be importunate, or take more 
than sufiiced hunger, because multitudes 
were as destitute as herself. If he was 
slain, he enjoined her (if even by the 
^e of her wedding^rhig), to purchase a 
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«irax-taper and some £ranldncense, and 
offer it to a priest, to procure a mass fer 
bis soul. He. finally conjured her never 
to despair, though. she begged her bread, 
and to bring up her boys true-hearted 
Englishmen. These injunctions being 
bestowed, the nameless hero followed *the 
pennon of his leader, contented and re- 
solved ; and his patient partner, drying 
her eyes m silence, collected her desolate 
family, and retired, to enter on a Me of 
penury. 

^ Is the descendant of the Earls of 
Lincoln and Salisbury,'' said the General, 
addressing his Countess, ^' whom fame 
follows to her privacies, whom ^wealth 
encircles with its comforts, over whom 
power extends its shield, whom the brave 
will rush to defend,- and the enlightened to 
admire, less equal to the performance of 
her prescribed duties than this destitute 
mother, who collects her ragged children^ 
and shields them from the cold sleet with 
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their father's cast gabardine? Her de« 
pendence is a life of mendicity ; her re- 
source from famine, the unsavoury offal 
of a frugal convent; yet she has the 
same feelings, passions, desires as thyself* 
To her, sufficiency is as grateful, rest as 
sweet, want as bitter. Thmk of her 
often, not with useless pity, but with 
generous emulation. Fastidious great- 
ness may receive an improving lessoa 
from the mute endurance of indigence, 
whenever it condescends to remember^ 
that as they are equal in the eyes of the 
universal Lord, so in respect of corporeal 
feeling, they are brothers of the same 
family, with only this difference, that in- 
dulgence has in one case fomented sen- 
sibility, and in the other, privation has 
subdued it/' 

*^ Then, how,*' returned Alicia, " cto 

her sensibility equal mine ? Scarcely ac- 

^ customed to animal pleasures, a stranger 

to those of intellect, she never even for 
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aahour eajoyed the happiaess which I 
^pose tQ iniBuaent p^U'^ 

'^ Nor can she/' resumed the Earl^ 
^^ acqiure glory by sacrificing it with 
lieroism ; nor hope for reflected renown^ 
derived from the fame of her husband. 
The silence of uninterrupted sorrow^ 
the gloom of unregarded patience, will 
shroud her days, chill her hopes, and 
consign her n^me to oblivbn* But whe-» 
ther we meet again in my palace^ or on 
my scaffold ; whether thou shalt be re- 
quired to embroider a robe for my 
triumph, or tp adjust the bracings of my 
grave-cloaths, the eyes of thy contem« 
poraries are fixed upon thee ; and fame^ 
which records thy name among the great 
om^s of the earth, shall teach posterity to 
sit in judgment on thy behaviour. Yet, 
^wful as this coDsideratbn seems, it is but 
a puerile incitement ; for remember, that 
all-seeing eye, which overlooks not the 
outcast on the dunghill, minutely watches 
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thee ; and at that hour, when merciful al- 
lowance will be made for the errors of 
ignorance, and the mfirmities of oyer-* 
tempted indigence, thou and I, dearest 
wife, will be required to render a strict ac- 
count of our intrusted ten talents, for the 
mis-usings of reputation, of knowledge, of 
time^ of fxiends, of wealth, of power, and 
of every endowment which we thank- 
lessly dash in the donor's face, or m^ 
apply through perverted appetite. Placed 
on the large theatre of public life, with 
men and angels for our spectators, and 
our Creator for our judge, let us patiently 
encounter its annexed privations, and me- 
ditate on our duties, and the rewards so 
graciously promised, till our dolours are 
exchanged for gratulations, atid generous 
zeal stimulates the exertions which regret 
would palsy. So numerous and so fetal 
are the snares which beset us fostered 
children of prosperous fortunes, that when 
our emancipated spirits have soared above 
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the mists of time, we shall largely rejoice 
ait every admonitory trial which assisted 
VLS to burst the bonds of sloth and sen* 
suality/* 

With these words the Earl sprang upon 
his charger, while the flourish of trumpets 
and acclamations of a joyous multitude, 
who hailed his long-expected appearance, 
drowned the parting sobs of the Countess. ., 
Yet, stimulated by his persuasions, she 
tried to act the heroine, following him 
with firmness to the gates of the palace, 
and as he turned to look his last ferewell, 
waved her veil, in token that «he would 
observe his counsels. The exqui^te 
beauty of her countenance, and the grace- 
fulness of her action, drew the attention 
of the populace, who show^ed their 
blessings upon her in loud cries of 
*' Heaven preserve thee, lovely lady! 
May the blessed Mary comfort thee, for 
the sake of the good Earl Thomas of 
Lancaster V^ These exhilarating cxies. 
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issuing from a thousand different voices^ 
whose countenances spoke the rapture of 
sincere affection, gave a new turn to 
Altcia's feelings, and while they shewed 
her the privileges that bjelonged to a 
hero's wife, strengthened her ability to 
support its character. Almost forgetting 
her Lord's dangers, in her desire to obey 
his instructions, she set off for Kenil- 
worth, determined to be the diligent 
pupil of Queen Blanche, and the faithful 
copist of Queen Eleanora. 

The Earl of Lancaster proceeding to 
Canford'Cascle, proposed ' visiting the 
monastery of Amesbury in his way, to 
relate to the Countess of Lincoln, for 
whose reported piety and charity he con* 
ceived a high reverence, the particulars 
of her husband's death, and her daughter's 
espousals. But the strict rule which 
that lady had adopted, would not allow 
her the indulgence of seeing her princely 
son-in-law ; she sent him therefore, by 
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her confessor^ her greetings^ and some 
valuable relicks, namely, a small quantity 
of St. Dunstan's beard, and some stoxies^ 
spotted with the blood of Saint Wini£%d. 
She further signified her full approbation 
of bis designs to reform a dissolute court, 
wishing him U> regard otte of the trea- 
sures she sent as a memento confinx^ng 
his hatred to Uc^itious, tyranmcal kings^ 
which procured the blessed prelate, tq 
whom it bdonged, a high xdaak aniong 
the confessors and champions of the 
church ; while the other would, if em- 
ployed with due faith, and rigid mortifii^ 
cation, heal all the wounds he received 
in the sacred cause* In conclusion, she 
conjured him to avdd even a political 
conne^cion with the abandoned, . bloody 
Earls of Surrey and Mortimer, giving his 
xronfidence only to men of spotless cha* 
racter, and firm principles; and in all 
cases, to prefer the interests of the church 
to all worldly motives,; yet while he 
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Wished the pabce with the blood of th« 
foreign revdlers who had polluted it, to 
respect the holy bishops whom their good 
fstther, the Pope^ had sent, to instruct the 
nation in a more perfect rule of Ghristiati 
practice. On these terms, she sent the 
Earl her blessing and prayer, that he 
might be rewarded with length of days, 
and a xfumerous issue. 

Lancaster received this extraordinary 
message as. he entered on the demesne- 
lands appropriated to the earldom of 
Salisbury..^ On these confines he was 
also met by a princely train of knights 
and esquires, each uAder his own banner, 
and at the head of his respective archers 
or heavy-armed cuirassiers. They had 
assembled on first seeing the standard 
mounted on the turrets of Canford, and 
now appeared in all the pomp -of feudal 
array, ready to follow to battle the chief- 
tian, whom they saluted with loud accla^ 
mations, and an inspiring swell of military 



( 202 ) 

music. Illustrious for' his birth, Im 
virtues, a&d the r^uk which the confi-^ 
dence of the confederated barons had 
bestowed upon him, they proceeded to 
escort the princely stranger to the resi-^ 
dence of the puissant Earl of Salisbury, 
like himself renowned for piety and 
valour. 

But before the Earl would consent to 
receive the keys of his castle, he repaired 
to Wimborn Minster, to pay his devo- 
tions* Not satisfied with a liberal offering 
to Saint Cuthberg, the patroness qf the 
family, he required to be conducted to 
the cemetery, where the progenitors of 
his Countess were preserved from ming- 
ling with the common dust, piously con- 
sidering a sight of human greatness in 
this state of destitution, the best pre- 
parative for his inauguration into their 
abdicated possessions. He stopped at 
every coiEn, inquiring the name and the 
actions of the dead, whose dust it con- 
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tained; observing, with surprise, that the 
silver handles were burnished, the velvet 
coverings perfectly clean, gind that a 
cresset, newly trimmed, hung in the 
centre of the vault.* He commended^, 
this respectful attention to those who 
could no longer enforce the claims of 
admiration or gratitude } but approbation 
was changed into horror and commisera*^ 
tion, when he discovered the person from 
whom this labour was exacted, — a mi- 
serable female, whose form indicated 
famine, while her countenance spoke that 
despair had suspended her toil at hia 
entrance, and that she stood gazing on 
his features, till perceiving she had 
caught his attention, she raised her 
hands in a beseeching attitude, indicating, 
that she was apprehensive of increased 
punishment for this momentary induU 
gence. 

The Earl, pointing to the woman, asked 
if this was a^ voluntary penance, or a penal 
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infliction. He was answered, that she 
was a shameless culprit, whom the justice 
of good Lady Margaret and holy Father 
Ambrose had sentenced to this task for^ 
seven years, when, if she survived,, and 
professed contrition, sh^ would be allowed* 
to take the veil, among the sisters of 
Saint Clare. Were her miseries never 
intermitted ? Never, except the few 
hours when she was allowed to repose in 
her dormitory, or during the time of di- 
Tine worship, when she was admitted to 
the great aisle of the^cathedral, and heard 
&e priests sing the litanies. Further, on 
liigh festivals of the church, she was led 
to the adjoining nunnery, where lying 
down at the portal, the sisters spurned 
her with their feet, after which she was 
Indulged with a small mess from the re* 
&ctory. This w^s her only intercourse 
with human- beings ; at all other times 
her food was water, and the coarsest 
bread, and to offer her consolation, or 
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attempt to allay her sufferings, would in* 
cur the greater excommunicationt 
. The Earl of Lancaster shuddered with 
horror, but inquired her name, and her 
crime. The canons of Wimborn an- 
swered, that relying on the justice and 
piety of the Countess and her confessor, 
they had not presumed to ask. The 
general opinion decided it was witchcraft, 
which she was believed still to practise 
iDt her subterraneous abode, for dreadful 
noises issued from the vaults, as if she 
drew the dead warriors from their coffins, 
and compelled them to fight with each 
othen Was she not young ? Yes, un- 
der twenty. Again the Earl shuddered ; 
it was the age of his own Countess, and 
he thought there was a resemblatice in 
their persons. " Who," said he, " has 
power to remit this infernal sentence ?*' 
" The Earl of Salisbury for the time 
being, as paramount lord, can alone re- 
scind the decree of our sovereign lady. 
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tvho by entering a convent has abrogated 
her natural right/' By the death of De 
Lacy, and the deed of gift which accom- 
panied bis own marriage, vesting in him- 
self the fee-simple of all his matrimonial 
earldoms, Lancaster was virtually Earl of 
Salisbury. '* Be this then/' said he, 
** the first exercise of my allodial rights !'* 
and calling the miserable object before 
him, in the name of the All Merciful, 
he pronounced, that the miseries she had 
endured atoned for her crimes. 

Either surprise at this unlocked for 
act of grace suspended her faculties, or 
the long horrors of her • situation had 
produced temporary idiotism ; fixed in 
a horrid stupor, Agatha remained mo- 
tionless and incredulous, till the Earl re- 
peated his assurances that she was liberated 
from all temporal punishment. Suddenly 
her bosom heaved tumultuously, her 
form became convulsed, and with a shriek, 
that sounded through the echoing caverns 
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of death, she asked, if he was ths angel 
Michael, the subduer of Satan. Lan^ 
caster gravely answered that he was like 
herself, mortal, and a smnen >^ And 
fear you not their thunderbolts ?'* said she,^ 
pointing to the regular canons of Wim« 
born, who stood at his side. The pitying. 
Earl ordered that she should be fed, 
cloathed, and indulgently treated, and 
when her senses were restored, he would 
converse with her, and endeavour to ren- 
der her fit for spiritual absolution. He 
then reprbved the priests for their se- 
verity, who replied, that they were merely 
instruments in the hands of the Countess i 
and relating all they knew of the wretched 
Agatha's story, added, that her punish- 
ment would have been mitigated, but for 
her own obduracy, in refusing to recall 

the execrations she had uttered in her 

« 

despair^ and the Countess, attributing to 
these the premature death of her son, 
became inexorable. 
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<^ And would she mollify a hard heart,'* 
inquired the Earl, *^ by treating the body 
which contains it as if it were a block of 
tiiarble ? In old times, the intended sa« 
orifice was not driven into the temple 
with scourges, but lured by minstrelsy, 
and crowned with flowers. How long 
shall man, when invested with accidental 
power, treat his fellow-mortal as a beast 
to bear his burdens, or a machine, to be 
impelled by his will ?" Summoning Lady 
Margaret's confessor, he bade him carry 
back to that pious lady, from the nian on 
whose bosom her husband expired, and 
her daughter reposed, a present, rare as 
the sacred relicks she had given him, 
namely, a handkerchief, wet with tears, 
forced from eyes unused to weep, on be- 
holding the victim whom she immured 
to disturb her progenitors, and curse her 
descendants. Accustomed to improve 
every circumstance into a moral regula- 
tion for his own conduct, Lancaster^ 
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while he reflected on the sel£-decelt of 
Lady Margaret, in calling herself just 
and devout, resolved to be more induU 
gent to the failings of Alicia, who, dis- 
gusted by her mother's morose, melan* 
choly, and cruel inflexibility, sufiered her 
vivacity and susceptibility to hurry her 
into the more amiable but dangerous ex* 
treme of irresolution and unbounded in- 
dulgence, not only, of her own desires, 
but of the extravagance and indiscretion 
of her household* 

To return to Agatha. Whether th« 
. merciless severity of her punishment had 
so inured her to the extremes of misery, 
as to render her soul callous to the call 
of contrition, and the claims of gratitude ; 
or whether her temper was naturally of 
that base kind which clemency cannot 
correct, nor benevolence attach ; after the 
first tumult of surprise subsided, th^ 
kindness of the Earl of Lancaster pro<« 
daced no sense of remorse, no wish for 
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conciliation. With a stern indifference 
to her future fortunes, she was only fixed 
in two points, to receive no favour from 
the son of Lady Margaret, except the 
natural right of liberty, and to cherish 
interminable revenge against the house 
of her persecutor. She would accept 
neither a purse lior a pension ; she de* 
sired no reconciliation with the church ; 
she rejected, with disdain,, the offer of 
being married to her seducer ; nor would 
she reside with an aged peasant,, who pro« 
mised to treat her as his daughter, nor 
enter into the sisterhood of Saint Clare* 
Standing in the presence of the princely 
Lancaster, she assumed a haughty air of 
equality, and only demanded to be left 
to herself, to rq^air her own marred for* 
tunes. The chapter of Wimbom insisted 
that she ought to be confined in the con- 
vent of Black Penitent^, as incorrigibly 
infamous ; but the Earl thought she had 
suffered enough for her past crimes, and 
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reprobated the injustice o£an anticipated 
punis|iment for those she was supposed 
to meditate. Agatha, therefore, was set 
at liberty, and by immediately disappear- 
ing, without permitting the inquisitive to 
discover the place of her retreat, con- 
firmed the neighbourhood in the opinion^ 
that she was a sorceress, deeply schooled 
in the same arts by which the mother of 
Gaveston had fascinated the King. Va- 
rious reports were circulated respecting 
the shapes which she had assumed, and 
the mischiefs she had wrought, since her . 
liberation; and psayers were offered at^ 
all the neighbouring crosses, to preserve 
the good Earl who took arms to break 
the spells of on^ enchantress, from being, 
bewitched by another, and prevented from, 
eitecuting his purpose of making poor, 
men rich, and England fruitful and pros* 
perous% 
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CHAP. xvni. 



Our valuation shall be such. 
That ev'ry slight and false derived cause. 
Yea, ev'ry jdle, nice, and wanton reason^ 
Shall to the King taste of this action ; 
That, were our royal faiths martyrs in Iove» 
We dtelTbe wimiowM with so rough a wind. 
That ev*b our com shall seem as light as chaC 
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TpLATED by a popularity which had 
been most honourably acquired* 
superior to all sinister views^ and toc^ 
confident in his own strength to suppose 
himself capable of being misled by am- 
bition, rashness/ or revenge, Thomas 
Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster, unfurled 
the banner of insuirection, ostensibly 
proclaiming his motives to be, the dedre 
of fulfilling the dying commands of his 
uncle, and of liberating his cou^n from 
ignominious thraldom* His own oath to 
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King PhiUp of France, was a further iil!^ 

ducement to take arms, though respect 

for the Queen^s confidence imposed 8i» 

lence on, this head. Proceeding toward 

the north, with the vassals of Salisbury^ 

he' was joined by his chamberlain. Sir 

Robert Holland, who on this occasion 

had acted as his lieutenant, and collected 

the feudal retainers of the earldoms of 

Derby, Leicester^ Lancaster, Lincoln^ 

imd Chester, to defend the liberty, and 

revive the glory of England. Thus, 

with almost half the force of the king*' 

dom under his command, he seemed 

scarcely to require the assistance of othef 

barons to surprise and subdue an indo^ 

lent king and his unpopular minion. But 

though his allies were less powerful, they 

had been equally vigilant. Some, like 

himself, were actuated by sincere patriot^ 

ism^^and persuaded that the din of arms 

was the only lullaby to the cries of their 

country j others were invidiously jealous 
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of the rising strength of the lower orders, 
and fearful of the diminution of their 
own importance, by a closer connexion 
between the commons and the crown. 
Some persuaded themselves to think that 
they disliked tyranny and profu^on^ be- 
cause they felt piqued at not being the dis- 
pensers of power and emolument ; while 
others boldly disputed the bounds of the 
prerogative, and, denyipg the King'3 right 
to choose the great officers of state, sub- 
stituted the rule of an overbearing aris- 
tocracy for universal freedom. But 
whatever was the chieftain's design, his 
conviction of the penalties annexed to 
rebellion forcibly impelled him to give 
efficiency to that struggle which posterity 
characterizes from its issue. The civie 
crown of the triumphant patriot, or the 
disjointed limbs of the condemned traitor, 
were full in the minds' eyes of the asso- 
ciated barons, to stimulate enterprize, and 
excite terror. Urged by these motives, 
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they were not satisfied with those forces 
which the prescribed regulations of mi- 
litary tenure assembled round their ban- 
ners, but also called on the chartered 
towns which contained an independent 
commonalty, urging them to take arms. 
Conformably to the dying counsels of 
ifae Earl of Lincoln, in all their prodama- 
dons they preserved a personal respecf 
for the King^ who was described as weU 
disposed to his subjects, and worthy of 
their exertions to free him from the evil 
influence of a man, to whom every public 
misfortune, and almost every individual 
calamity, was ascribed. Thus, while the 
populace were taught, that by rebellion 
they fulfilled their duty to their late so- 
vereign, they were also led to expect 
from the death of Gaveston immunity 
from taxes, a flourishing commerce, and 
the suspension of physical as well as 
moral evils. By these means, an over- 
whelming force was collected, and a 
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vmdictive spirit inspired^ of which eiFen 
those who admitted the necessity deplored 
the misdirection; while the enemies of 
England rejoiced to see her consume 
those resomxes in civil discord, which 
might have secured her national inde* 
pendence. 

It was impossible for tting Edward to 
be ignorant of these preparations, though^ 
instead of deliberating on some means of 
satisfying his nobles, or securing himself 
from their assaults, he minded nothing 
but to pursue his diversions at York, or- 
to heap new favours cm his minion, 
remaining in a state of surprising indo« 
lence, though he saw the whole kingdom 
ready to rise against him* He seemed to 
affect to act continually against his own 
interests, and to neglect to take such 
measures as a ,person of an ordinary un- 
derstanding inight have poitited out* 
While the glitter of his court was kept 
up by fops, and its gaiety by buffoons 
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Und mimics of every description, he be- 
lieved the foreign mercenaries, who were 
retained by Gaveston, would form a suf- 
ficient barrier to secure him from the por- 
tentous multitude inlist^d on the side of 
the barons j and he even imagined him- 
self to be in a condition to give laws to 
the insurgents, till his immediate resi- 
dence was beleagured by the accumulat- 
ing numbers of his foes. He then turned 
his eyes to look for friends, and made the 
lamentable discovery, that the summer 
flies of prosperity are scattered by the 
first blast of misfortune. 

By the side of. the King stood his now 
terrified favourite, his infant son, and his 
indignant Queen ; the latter secretly re- 
joicing in her husband's difficulties, and 
meditating an escape to the lords of h^r 
own party, who would insure safely to 
herself and the youiig prince. The Bishop 
of Lichfield, and a few other churchmen 
and barons, who^ next to Gaveston> were 
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the mpst bbnoxlous men in the kingdom, 
adhered to the royal cause, as the means 
of securing their own lives. The Earl of 
Gloucester, whose virtues would have 
reflected some popularity on his uncle 
the King, declined engaging in this con- 
test, but kept his small force on the 
northern border to intimidate the Scots, 
as the truce made by the Earl of Lan- 
caster was now expired. Surrey, and his 
brother-in-law Arundel, assembled their 
vassals, but seemed to waver as to their 
employment. The King reviewed his 
forces, but even his own besotted expec- 
tations could place no dependence on the 
feeble, disorderly, dispirited muster ; he 
therefore fled— fled from his own sub- 
jects ; but he fled Avith Gaveslon, leaving 
his Queen, then in a situation which more 
tenderly demands a husband's* solicitude, 
though she with tears implored him to 
preserve her from the apprehended in- 
sults of those outlaws and marauders. 



who often precede or follow the course 
of a regular army, by placing her in some 
castle, where terms might be made which 
would prevent all hazard of personal in- 
dignity. Gaveston was all the Kii^g's 
care ; all his solicitude was to place him 
in one of his strongest fortresses, anci, a^ 
if his danger roused that dormant courage 
and capability of exertion, of which his 
excellent education and earlier years gave 
fair promise, he shook off the stupor that 
indolence and intemperance had engen- 
dered, and resolved, to raise his banner in 
the centre of England, stake his own se- 
curity, appeal to the affection that his 
subjects once bore him, and to their ad- 
miration of his father, and fight even to 
death for his crown, and for the preser- 
vation of the man whom, with lamentable 
pertinacity of affection, he still called his 
dearest friend. 

Meantime the Earl of Lancaster occu- 
pied York, and pursuing the royal fugi- 
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tives, oveiftook the ^ueen at Tmentoudi, 
whose person he deemed it expedient to 
secure. Though hfc treated her with ail 
the respect due to her royal dignity, he 
declined any private interview which might 
tend to render his loyalty or her fame 
qaeitionable. Sending her back with a 
guard to WalHngford, he waited to know 
which way the King had shaped h^ 
course, and soon learned that, after a 
short stay at Newcastle, he had gone by 
sea to Scarborough, in the castle of which 
town he deposited Gaveston, recommend- 
ing him to the governor as a most pre- 
cious trust, and sure pledge of royal con* 
fidence. Leaving him there, the King^ 
with the rest of his evil counsellors, made 
a desperate push, and suddenly erecting 
the royal standard in Warwickshire, ap- 
peared before Kenilworth-castle, hoping, 
by its surprisal, to obtain possession of 
-prboners whose value would insure the 
tafety of his friend. But while he was 
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tbuB'esigaged, tlie, nev^-raieed leviies of tht 
Earl of Pembroke, marching from th^ 
eastern side of Yorkshire, received infer* 
mation of the King's flighty and the plac^ 
of Gaveston*s retreat : thither they im» 
mediately proceeded, and commenced 
the siege of Scarborough with such vi- 
gour, that though the castle was one of 
the strongest in the kingdom, it was so 
ill provided against a fierce attack, that 
in a few days G'4veston ws^s under a ne* 
cessity of delivering himself into the hand$ 
of his enemies. He, however, obtained 
a capitulation, by which he was promised 
to be once more permitted to see th^ 
King, and that he should be tried by his 
. peers, according to the laws of England. 
With a constancy worthy a better ob- 
ject, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought could insure the safety of his 
friend. Before he left the north, he is« 
sued a proclamation, threatening with los^ 
of life and possesions, all who should lay 
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violent hands on the Earl of Cornwail ; 
but the powerless threat only excited the 
scoffs of the indignant lords. His oie>> 
naced seizure of Kenilworth wa^ resisted 
by the magnanimity of the Queen of N<b- 
varre, who, though in the last stage of a 
cruel disease, evinced a martial hardihood, 
which in those days was often comlxned 
with the softer virtues of the feminiBe 
character. As soon as she heard that 
her son's banner was erected in opposi- 
tion to regal authority, she put her forti- 
fications in a state of complete repair, 
summoned her vassals, and trained them 
to the use of arms ; and when the King-^ 
forces appeared before her walls, she 
caused herself to be carried in a chair, 
and placed on the battlements. There 
she gave audience to the pursuivant, 
^hom she prohibited from entering her 
gates, to take note of her means of de- 
fence. Peremptorily refusing to deliver 
the keys, she bade him go tell her kins* 



( ^«3 ) 

man, the King, that if he forgot his. duty* 
to his subject, and his affection for his 
aunt, she remembered vvhat she owed to 
her brother, her husband, and her son, 
from whom she received, and for whom 
she kept royal Kenilworth, where the en- 
slaved dupe of a traitor Gascon should 
never enter but as her prisoner. And if, 
regardless of what he owed to a peer of 
his own blood, and in breach of his co- 
ronation oath/ he dared to bring one of 
his war-wolves to batter the walls, she 
would hang the first prisoner she took on 
the highest pinnacle of her keep, even if 
signing his death-warrant was her last 
act. '« And should I,'* continued she, 
" die during the siege, the keys of Ke- 
nilworth shall be buried in my coffin, and 
your master shall commit sacrilege, be- 
fore he enters as a conqueror those gates 
which often seemed to o^en spontane- 

* 

ously to give the rites of hospitality to his 
father/' 
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The newly-enkindled courSgi^ of tU 
King was of too susceptible a nature t(i 
survive such a spirited rebuff, especially 
as at the same time he received intelli- 
gence that Gaveston was taken prisoner 
by the triumphant barons. To save h» 
life was now all his care ; and he instantly 
resolved to disband his forces, submit to 
the insurgents, and by entreaty and cop 
cession divert their fury from their in^ 
tended victim. In a glossing harangue, 
which affected to refer his behaviour to . 
clemency, and a desire of avoiding the 
waste of Christian bipod, he thanked his 
friends for their services, and recom- 
mended to them a peaceable behaviour 
in their own houses, as ' the best way of 
promoting the welfare of his distracted 
kingdom ; at the same time assuring them, 
that he would exert the utmost of his abi- 
lity to procure an act of amnesty from 
the parliament, which the barons would 
require him to assemble. The chieftains 
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heard him with indignation, despising a 
• prince whom it was glory to resist, and 
shame and danger to obey. Some of 
^tliem were merely soldiers of fortune, at- 
tached to the royal cause by an expecta- 
tion of the plunder they should gain by 
storming the castles, and wasting the lands 
of the confederated lords. To these Ke- 
nil worth appeared a tempting prize ; and 
to be scared away without trying the 
chance of one assault, by the tongue-bra- 
very of a woman, was insupportable to 
those who expected, from the then unsub- 
dued license of war, a full indulgence to 
the fiends of lust, cruelty, and rapine. 
Some, in the distant view which they had 
taken of the magnificent pile, had se- 
lected the pinnacle, on which the Queen 
of Navarre's head might be fixed, ^ a 
horrid and conspicuous beacon, illumined 
by the cohflagraticMi of the edifice. Others 
were casting lots who should first possess 
th6 fair daughter of De Lacy. Varioup 
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were the claimants for the arras-embro!- 
dery, plate, gold, and jewels, the collected- 
heir-looms of Artois and Lancaster. And 
thus, after the King's departure, many a 
fierce adventurer remained with his dis- 
contented bands, murmuring at being dis- 
missed to a life of inactivity, impatient to 
lay waste the country, and only wanting 
a leader as lawless and desperate as him* 
self. A man of that stamp soon pre^ 
sented himself. In the person of Gondii 
bert Fitz-allan, to whom the possession of 
Earl Maurice's heiress appeared a thing 
equally desirable and feasible. This bold 
libertine knew she had taken sanctuary 
at Balshall, and so peculiarly holy was 
that priory esteemed, that few native-bom 
Englishmen would presume to violate its 
precincts. But among military adven- 
turers, who have so long traded in blood 
as to have entirely deadened the natural 
feelings of pity j and who, with the' dfe- 
tinction of borne and country, have lost 
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the feeling of religious awe and respect 
for character, many outcasts of their na- 
tive climates were to be found, on whom 
the sentence of excommunication could 
produce no effect, having committed too 
many secret murders to consider Christian 
burial as a necessary requiem, or to at- 
tach any value to |he remissive^ sacra- 
ments: nien who desired no viaticum, 
;who hoped for no heaven, who scoffed at 
theiian\e of hell, who almost ceased to 
, fear the wandering spirits of those they 
had privily inhumed, and to disbelieve the 
existence of inquisitorial fiends and per- 
secuting sorcerers^ Men of this descrip- 
tion despised the sacred immunities of 
Balshall, and were easily persuaded by 
. Gondibert to tear the shrieking Matilda 
from that sa&ctuary» to insult the help- 
less nuns and their feeble dependants, to 
, plunder the shrines and altars, and finally 
\» invelope^ witH destructive flames, tho$e 
p >; •/ • I- 6 \ 
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peaceful shades sacred to piety? toiit^m- 
plation, and charity. 

The Earl of Lancaster at th^'Same time 
received intelligence of the King's repulse 
at Kenil worth, and the violation of Bal- 
shall priory, which deed of bold impiety 
was falsely asserted to have been executed ' 
by royal command. If there was a man 
in England more particularly deserving 
pity, it was the enamoured, the distracted 
Guy de Beauchamp, meditating on the 
image of Matilda, perhaps the prey of 
brutal appetite ; perhaps consumed by th& 
remorseless flames in that pile wheri^ she 
vainly sought protection. He lacerated » 
his arm with his own sword, tasted the 
blood, and, kneeling, swore nothing b\lt 
the death of Gaveston should satiate his 
thirst for vengeance. He then sjii^ng oh 
his steed, ordered out his horsemen, and 
hastened to fulfil his vow. 

In the mean-time the exemplary Walter 
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de Stapleton, Bishop of Exetef , who never 
quitted his Kjng when in distress, nor 
misled him in his prosperity, arrived at 
Pembroke's camp, to intercede for the 
Ufe of Gaveston, and know on what 
terms the peace of the kingdom might be 
restored. The Earl answered, that his 
ph'ghted .word prevented all apprehensions 
on the first account. The King might 
rest satisfied that his favourite was safe 
in the custody of an honourable baron, 
who would defend his life with his own, 
till he could be brought to a public trial. 
Among the spoils found at Scarborough 
were the royal regalia and crown-jewels ; 
and by having these in his possession, 
Gaveston committed a crime for which 
perpetual imprisonment must be the slight- 
est punishment. The good Bishop did 
n6t dissent from this conclusion, nor re- 
gret the consequence: he agreed with 
I^rt&rbke^ that the King should repair 
to his palace at Wallingford, whither 
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Gaveston should be conducted, and al- 
lowed that final interview, which was one 
of the conditions of his surrender. Here 
too the barons should also assemble, an4 
after Gaveston had been tried by his 
peers, concert measures for the reston^ 
tion of tranquillity* With these promises 
the Bishop returned to the King*. 

Previous to the exasperating mtelli- 
grace which Lancaster had lately received, 
he and the associated lords who were with 
him, loudly expressed their disapproba- 
.tiqn of the terms granted to Gaveston, 
especially .to the indulgence of again ad- 
mitting him into the royal presence. 
What end could it answer ? Was it to 
confirm his influence, or to heighten the 
regret of that eternal separation which 
was essential to the preservation of the 
Pottering throne ? Had not the most so- 
lemn' obligations • often proved nugatory I 
Was banishment of any avail ? Did ho- 
nour, conscience, peace, security, fictm^. 
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influence the versatile monarch ? Seas 
were fordable; absolution was easily pro- 
cured from Rome, and the King of Eng^* 
land stood released from all obligations to 
his people, with the Gascon at his side, 
who, like a^foul sorcerer, could post from 
any quarter of the globe,, break every 
chain, surmount every barrier ; and when 
he was supposed to be in durance at the 
bottom of the Red Sea, flash like a poi;- 
tentous meteor on their blasted sight. 
Each chief asked his compatriot if there 
were no means of fixing this active spirit, 
and the same answer was given by all, 
that there was a dungeon, and its keeper 
was called Death. But the Earl jof Pem- 
broke was too powerful as a confederate, 
and had gained too much glory in ter- 
minating the war by seizing its object, to 
be oflFended with impunity. Though from 
his avaricious temper it was feared be 
would turn the prize he possessed to his 
.private ad VfUitage, yet, since he insist^ 
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X)n being allowed to fulfil the conditions 
he bad made^ they must rely on his word 
td produce his prisoner for trial, whenever 
he was so required. But the flagitious 
outrage at Balshall, which (with the 
pitiable responsibility of sovereign power 
compelled to answer personally for the 
misuse of its authority) was referred to 
the King, irritated even the Earl of Lan- 
caster to the most intemperate rage, and 
the universal cry was Vengeance ! 

On the first intimation of the King's 
erecting his standard in Warwickshu-e, a 
detachment was sent under the Earl of 
Hereford to pursue his steps, and frustrate 
. his views. He was soon followed by the 
•General, and the rest of the army, who 
now received intelligence that the Earl of 
Pembroke had already conducted his 
prisoner to the bounds of Oxfordshire to 
meet the King. The impetuous War- 
wick demanded ths^ the task of reclaim- 
ing Gaveston should be his. The only 
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attendance he required was a band of 
Kght armed troopers ; for Pembroke', 
relying on the honour of his associates, 
and knowing that the King had no means 
to attempt a rescue, travelled with a sh'ght 
guard. He had proceeded as far as Ded»- 
dington, where, leaving Garesion to the 
charge of hi6 servants, he went to visit 
his lady, who resided in the neighbour^ 
liood : but hardly had he quitted his 
post when the furious Beauchamp darted 
like an eagle on his prey, and hewing 
down all opposition with his broad-sword, 
seized the now suppliant but formerly 
arrogant intruder, bound him on a horse, 
and, with every mark of vengeance and 
derision, carried him to his own castle, 
from whence, after the mockery of a 
summary trial, he was speedily removed . 

to suffer death on 'Blacklow-hill, amid 

ft- 

the acclamations of rejoicing thousands, 
without one friend to pity his distress, or 
hear his parting words, and scarce allowed 
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the decency of a priest to shrive and pre* 
pare his agitated soul for its fearful and J 
unexpected summons. 

This murder was sanctioned by the 
presence of the Earl of Lancaster,. who 
interfered no further than that the sen- 
tence should be mercifully executed. 
^^ A mad act, violating a capitulation^ 
trampling upon the laws of the land, and 
the respect at all times due from subjects 
to sovereigns, and the more to be con* 
demned as being committed by those vho 
were associated to preserve the lives and 
liberties of their fellow-creatures**" To 
this reflection of the dispassionate histo- 
rian, others have added the record of an 
act singularly visited by retributive justice, 
in the long series of calamities which fell 
on those whose authority might have pre- 
vented the bloody deed. Thus at last was 
sacrificed, illegally and rashly,a man whose 
whole life presented a tissue of injustice 
and presumption, who never made^nor 

* Rapin, 
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deserved a friend, and yet, by the manner 
of his death, brought odium and misfortune 
on those who, till then, ranked highest in 
the admiration of their country ; and even 
wlien in his grave, he seemed to possess 
a fatal power of disturbing the ^repose of 
the realm, and fomenting that bitter feud 
between the King and the barons which 
his folly and ambition had enkindled. 
Shall we pause a moment, to warn the 
possessor of convivial talents from daring 
to undertake the management of empires; 
or shall we moralize on the hard terms by 
which royalty purchases faithful subjects 
and able servants, namely, an interdiction 
of mdulging the preference .which arises 
from-correspondent tastes and reciprocal 
inclinations ; all the partiality of spon- 
taneous affection ; perhaps, too> kll the 
exclusive confidence and solacing immu- 
nities of friendship ? Comparing the lot 
of the subject, rich in his domestic and 
social ties, and happy in the liberty of 
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choice, ygith the victim or the slave of 
royalty, the King wbo must not love and 
the dependent to whom favour is danger, 
should not those who tread ^^ the cool 
sequestered vale of life," look with jaty 
and indulgence on the insulated inhabit* 
tants of its lofty eminences, who have 
neither shade from the sun nor shelter 
from the storm ? 

Though the .strong, deep feelings of the 
genuine Englishman may be wrought 
upon to do a deed of desperation in a 
moment of frenzy, deliberate cruelty is 
incongruous with the national character. 
The blood of Gaveston flowed on the 
scaflFoId, and the feelings of animosity 
were instantly extinguished : the lifeless 
head rolled in the dust, and those who 
loudest arraigned the supposed sorcery of 
his mother, and his rapacity and ambi- 
tion, were silent, like his own presump- 
tuous boastings and offensive . insolence. 
The severest charges now brought against 
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hkn were those of rashness and vanity : 
k was admitted that he was young, hand* 
some, accomplii-hed, witty and brave. 
Many, with a sigh, hoped that they should 
now see happier times. The Earl of 
Lancaster prayed God to rest his soul : 
Herefcod, in a faultering voice, added, 
Amen. Warwick, alone, continued in- 
exorable ; but he was thinking of Ma- 
tilda, of whose fate, while he pursued 
Gaveston, he could learn no tidings. 
From the scaffold of the victim to his 
misdirected rage, he hastened to the still 
smoaking ruins of Balshall, to shed, on 
the spot where he believed the beloved of 
his heart had terminated her life, or com- 
menced her ' miseries, those tears which 
the miserable end of Gaveston seemed to 
require, but which none but Matilda's 
sorrow should receive. 

While Lancaster was reflecting on the 
fearful consequences of this deed to his 
owa' safety, bis reputaticni, and the re* 
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pose of England, he was summoned to 
•attend the death-bed of his mother. He 
resigned his command to the Earl of 
Hereford, who undertook to f)acify Pem- 
broke, and assemble the barons at Wal- 
lingford. It was necessary they should 
there meet in military array, as they did 
^ot dare to trust implicitly to the safe 
conduct previously promised by their now 
exasperated King, whose cause would, 
probably, be reinforced by the secession of 
those nobles who disapproved the execu- 
tion of his favourite. With a heart sorely 
foreboding future miseries, and pained by 
the novel and insupportable feeling of 
self-reproach, the Earl of Lancaster pro- 
ceeded to his own castle. The situation 
of his young bride rendering it improper 
for her to be exposed to the horrors of 
the expected siege. Queen Blanche had 
sent her, with a strong escort, to her 
own demesne of Canford, as soon as it 
was rumoured tbat the King meant to 
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attack Kenilworth. The intercourse be- 
tween these noble ladies had been too 
short to excite imitation, or create affec- 
tion. . Blanche saw that her daughter-in- 
law was gay and beautiful, accustomed to 
ease^ admiration, and indulgence ; and 
Alicia beheld in the aged Queen a form 
withering in tlie grasp of sickness, yet 
preserving a complacent dignity, that re- 
quired her to believe the filial reverence 
of her son was a tribute justly due to pre- 
eminent desert. But unhappily she had 
been tqo little accustomed to hear the harp 
x)f eulogy tuned to the praise'of any beside 
herself, to render the consciousness of 
superiority grateful. While she seemed 
to listen to the reported munificence and 
self-denial of the royal dowager, her pro- 
mised adoption of the vir(;ues of Blanche 
and Eleanora changed to projects for giv- 
* ing eclat to the coronet of Lancaster, by 
means which these illustrious friends had 
never pursued. This she purposed to do 
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jLS soon a9 peaceable times allove^ b^ta 
>ii^ear the f:oroiiet in unveiled spl^^dor. 
For the return of those times she fel^a 
feverish impatience, considerably aijg- 
piented by her strong affection for her 
lord. . But while she prided herself on 
his popularity, and anticipated an increase 
of happiness from his triumphs, she girl- 
ishly grieved that they could not be ob- 
tained without the distasteful concomitants 
of danger and difficulty, those heaven- 
appointed harbingers of glory. As in the 
court of Queen Label la she desired to 
revel in pleasure without feeling satiety, 
and to attract admiration without exciting 
envy, now, as the wife of a princJy 
captain, she required that her hero 
should walk to fame through a flowery 
path, besid^ the still waters of cotnfort. 
Disappointed in either view, she peevishly 
complained that she had fallen on evil 
times, or to speak more truly, that she 
vas invested with that nature whose ovf' 
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Ward condition may be called a patch- 
work of cloih of frieze and cloth of goId« 
The occasional convictions produced by 
her lord's counsels were prevented from 
ripening into an improving sense of self- 
humiliation and gratitude for undeserved 
favours, by the flatteries of her attendants, 
and the pliability of her confessor. She 
was daily toldj that since her marriage her 
husband had been too often called from* 
her to form a due estimate of h^r worth, 
or he would never have proposed his an- 
tiquated mother for her example, or in- 
creased her too keen sensibility for omit- 
ting some duties, by one reproachful 
look. He intimated, that amiable t«n« 
demess was want of fortitude ; but some 
lords, when their gentle ladies JmplorecJ 
permission to follow them to the wari, 
granted the request of love, and by mak- 
ing their pireservation the meed of valour, 
and the reward of enterprize, allowed 
them to gain ^lory w'ithdiat iiKuricii^ 
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danger. Thus acted the twelve peers of 
France, who always laid the h^ads of the 
giants they cut off at the feet of the fait 
damsels who rode about with them m 
search of adventures, filling Christendom 
with the fame of their beauty, and the 
deeds of theil* pajadins. But the Earl of 
Lancaster had, for^a knight, a strange 
aversion to camps and courts. He had 
cropped a bud from the stem of the 
world's much-celebrated rose; and he 
wished it to wither in a solitary castle^ cr 
to mildew in a conventual cell, as if aay 
heart could be found sufSciently def»aved 
to violate its freshness. Thus daily 
schooled, Alicia found the task of mode- 
rfiting her desired, and searching out her 
faults, difficult and disgustbg, and th^ 
imitation of the sister-queens was a work 
of supererogation; to one who was already 
perfect. These thoughts gathered strength 
when,^ after the bloodless disper^oxi of 
the Ring's forces, and her own distance 
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from danger, she had leisure in her ca&tle 
of Canford, in the absence of real evilsj 
to conjure up numberless im^ginai^ 
srants; and like all those conjugal reve* 
ries which do not start from a modest 
opinion of our own deserving, and a 
candid indulgence for the infirmities of 
our partners, her investigation terminated 
in a suspicion that her princely lord had 
too much of the austmty of the monk^ 
and too little of the gallantry of the 
knight in his composition. Thus the 
susceptible heart and inventive fancy of 
woman often converts leisure and solitude 
into the bane of its' repose, by magnify^i 
ing trivial difHculties and creating ima* 
ginary evils, while active man is enabled 
to drive from his remembrance the deep- 
est sorrows, by being compelled to be a 
busy actor instead of a silent mourner. 

The mind of the Queen of Navarre 
was of a masculine character; the. de- 
ieno$ of her castle seemed to suspend 
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the sense of pain ; and the honour of m- 
tjmidpthig her enemies without shedding 
the/r blood, almost banished from her 
thoughts the certainty of her approacn- 
xng death. The heart which is least dis- 
posed to self-pity, has the more space and 
leisure for universal benevolence, or the 
peculiarities cf endeared affection. When 
exhausted nature sunk under the pressure 
of disease, it was only her apprehensions 
for Matilda, ^nd her anxiety for her sons, 
that disturbed the serene fortitude which, 
dqring a long life, marked the illustrious 

* 

mother of Lancaster. It was known that 
Qon^ibert Fi;z-allan led the band of de- 
predators to Balshall ; and the lovely 
; orphan was reported to have been seen 
in his possession after the destruction of 
the monastery. Queen Blanche instantly 
, fssued <?rders to her troops to pursue the 
^r:^yisbfr^ a^ijd sent a pursuivant to the 
l]^r\ c^ ^ruii^del,^tj[jreatening him diat 
she would lay waste bis lands iF he did 






^ot instantly restore her ward. Feeling 
death approach, she sent for her son, to 
charge him to add the seizure of Matilda 
tp those wrongs his sword must redress^ 
2U)d to communicate a fear which tht 
only unadvised action of his life had. 
deeply imprinted on her heart. ' - 

As the Earl of Lancaster obeyed the 
call of his revered parent, he was accost- 
ed, on his way to Kenilworth, by a gnl- 
lant youth, in a helm and surcoat, t^hb 
greeted him with a fraternal embrace^, and 
claimed his cordial congratulations on 
his return to England. It waS Henry 
Plantagenet, Earl of Leicester, who hear? 
ing that the barons of England had ri^ea 
in military array, quitted the restorative 
baths of Avignon ; and having recetv^ 
knighthood from his kinsman the King 
of France, came to England to share the 
dangers and glories of his brother. He 
was also hastening to implore the blessing 

of his. dying mother; yet thongh filkd 
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pBty ui!ged< htm to confine* his thoughttf 
ttii that solemn meetmg, the evemsxDf (Ae 
prece£ng day directed them to a ,topie 
dRf ^hich it was ecstacy* to expatiate/ 
Tliis was the rescue of Matilda, the farst 
adiievemeiit of his na97ly-recei?cd knight* 
hood, and the blood of GondShfrt fledi'd 
hk niaiden sWord. -The tdie was' long, 
if circnimsia&tkUy related, but the occa-' 
skm which called them to sfnar their 
steeds to Eenilwdrth confined Leicester 
to a brief account ; m which he ratlier 
dwelti on the deserts and distress of Mav 
tildb, and the sacrilege and basmess ef 
Gondibert, than on the gallantry of at- 
tacking a force treble their numbers ; or 
the adroitness with which himself and his 
amed* servitors charged the ravishers, 
and rescued the lady whom they were 
bearing to WaUingford to extort frdm 
the Kinfg ^s mandiate for marriage, wfakb 
tg^s then est^med a jostificatkMi <^ att 
pi»op violence, and would have auttiorized 
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6ondib6rt to take posstaskon of berlands* 
Tlte fnink-hearted ^Leicester^ elated by 
success, ingenuously avowed, that he was 
not: ai disinterested champion ; but Lao* 
caster's thougiits were too pakifuUy occu- 
pied to atieml to bve*tales ; and Matiida't 
iocdts testified that she scarcely enjoyed 
Iter recc^ered freedom. She said her 
tears flowed for her most kind guardian, 
for the danger of hsr irenerabie maternal 
friend ; but her eyes masked. Why wa^ not 
Warwidc her deliverer? Why dkl her 
plighted chatnpion* leave her to be rescued 
by anx^her ? Was he indeed not only a 
recreant knight, but a perjured lover> 
whose passion died with the difficulties it 
bad subdued? 

But the party were now at the gates of 
Kenilworth. The improved health azul 
return of Leicester, added to the rescue 
of Matilda, composed the anguish of the 
dying Queen, who raised herself in her 
bed to bestows the benediction^ which wnt 
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tKfen deemed pecnKarly efficocbus, aiid- 
adttdfit prophetical. That duty performed, 
1^ dismissed all but Lancaster^ whom 
she retained to receive her last mstmcv 
tion6« In psHt they related to Matilda^ 
abjuring him, by all the honourable ino-^ 
fives ^ich first prompted her spon^*^ 
neous protection of orphan-innocence^ 
to maintain the freedom of her nuptial 
choice, even in defiance of the solkita^' 
tions cf fi^temal affection; yet sCitt to 
d^at tenderly with his enamoured brother, 
, remembering 'that there ^is an age, whea 
the unripe judgment dares not it(j^empt ^t^^ 
lead the heart out of the labyrinth of 
love, 

" Thomas of -Lancaster,'* continued 
the Queen, laying her cold hand on her 
son's, " trust not Edward of Carnarvon; 
I will not die reproving the illustrious 
first-bom Heaven gave to my prayers-; 
but on Biacklow-hill stands a mound, 
which royal forgiveness will never over- 
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le9|^ >» A king's refeng^ vull not. b« 
glutted) by the sacriScei of mean instrat 
iii^nt«» £pv the Jion wiU not prey ca 
carcasea. Either law must be furtlMMr 
violated^ and a curb invented strong 
enough to Innd majesty, or the knell of 
Gaveston will be echoed in a death-peal 
from the turrets of . Kenilwortb* Many 
a brave heart shall quail, and many a 
noble bead lie low, ere the base mind^ 
daily accustomed to palter, with justke^ 
stiall forget the. sudden irritatbn :of mis# 
tiiking virtue^ and say to revenge^ '* stay 
thy rava^/' 
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f pr*y thee, loving wife- " ■ ■ ■ 

^ . . tHfe ey«n way auU9 my roi^h «ifl&ur9> 
Pu^ not you on (he visage of the times* 

* SHACt8F£AlkE. 

5% FTER the funerat of his flKrth*r, tliK 
^ Eiifl of Lancaster ptoceeded Co Can- 
ford-castle, to recommend Matilda to tte 
friendship ^of Alicia; and toHSy^d'ttelEt' 
solace in his ^ii£fi "society which, his 
griefs, his apprehensions, his cares, and 
his self-reproaches required. She had 
promised that she would commune witb 
her own heart, and govern her conduct 
by the most approved models. Ev^n in 
a worldly point of view rigorous self- 
government is useful, since it sharpens 
and exercises those faculties, which lie 





dormant during a state of indulgence and! 
Tininterrupted prosperity. He remem- 
bered that in every difficulty which dis- 
turbed his father's repose^ the high- 
minded princess^ over whose grave the 
requiem of peace had just been sung^ 
proved at once a comfort and a coun- 
sellor J and he well recollected the wis- 
dom and courage of her interference^ 
when,- joining two sister-queens, she me- 
diated between the crowns of France and 
England^ and suspended the horrors of 
war. Perhaps he also might find: his 
cares relieved, and his difficulties light- 
ened by domestic participation y at least 
in one instance he might depend on kind 
assistance from a female mind, more con- 
versant in the delicate management of the 
tender passions, than that sex who are 
daily called to witness the effect of impe- 
tuous desires. For that knowledge of 
Matilda's inclinations, which would enable 
him to fulfil his mother's will, he should! 
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4^l>4 on bis consort. But after Alicia's 
first transports at their re^union 8ubsiided#: 
Lancaster found that she had too mafiy . 
cares and sorrows of her own to he a. 
successful mitigator of his* She was 
on the €ve of her first confinement, ca* 
pricious, fretful, and terrified. Unused 
to privations or sufferings, and led, by 
the ^rprs of her early training, and the 
servility of her associates, to forget thait, 
at.the entrance-and exit of life, nature's 
commoners must submit to the same law 
of equality, yet ashamed that the lady 
o^ the., castle should appear to want that 
f^r^itude, which the wife of the meanest 
s^sf pr^etis^d, Alicia tried to refer her 
r^l^Jlessness to some extraneot^.circumb-* 
stance. Latterly it .was. the absence of 
I^er lord, but since his return had not 
made ker happy and .tranquil^ < whence 
cpuld her continued dissatisfactlonarise ? 
!pou|)tIess from per<;eiying that he P^ 
mi^J^ckoly ii^rh^f^ also, as Beatrice iiif^i 
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skiuatdd, at his unreasonableness^ iii du^ 
posing that she could undertake the charge 
of Sk young heiress^ and assist to dispose 
of her in marriage, while every one's 
thoughts ought to be occupied on her 
own situation, which, should almost (as 
her ladies hinted) suspend public tran- 
sactions< Though Alicia's real affection 
for her lord made her reject, with some 
slight indication of displeasure, every 
compliment that was paid her at his ex- 
pence, yet the fretfulndss which mis- 
directed sensibility and servile adulation 
necessarily engendered, was so unpleasant 
aa inmate to an affectionate heart, that 
she was glad to -divert her quarrel with 
herself, by finding something objection- 
able in her husband, and ventured to"' 
reprove him for being dispirited. Had 
be not delivered England from a pest ? 
Was not the end for which he had taken ' 
upt arms accomiplisbed, and the King at' 
Mice humbled and miserable? A sidif^ 
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matron like her might, nay miist^ be-mx-^ 
serable, but joy and triumph became ^ 
Conqueror. 

When the Earl of Lancaster relin* 
quished his expectation of finding in hi^ 
consort a solace to his cares^ he repel- 
fected his resolution to respect her sus- 
ceptibility, and knew it was not now the 
fime to alarm her with fears for his 
safety. Yet while he buried in his bosom 
his mother's apprehensions and- his own^ 
he considered an avowal of the fault 
which he had committed at once requisite 
as a penance, and instructive as a lesson* 
He replied, that England was indeed de- 
livered from a pest, and. the object for 
which they had taken up arms accom* 
plished, yet could he not be called a con* 
queror, who, in a public^ an important^ 
and an' atrocious act, had been the slave 
ef his own passions ; at whose impulse he ' 
unworthily accomplished an end, whifch. 
might' have been attained, by means alike 
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holy with that eiid. While generaHssimo 

of 'the barons of England, leagued to 

support liberty and conjfirm law, he had 

violated the sanctity of an oath ; broken 

a ratified convention j and, by robbing 

justice of her forms, turned her sword 

into an assassin's dagger^ Thus had be 

added to the horrors of the times, by 

abating the confidence man ^^ places ia 

man, defrauding peace of its security,. 

and war of the alleviations which honour 

affoifds*. He could not say he had shed^ 

innocent blood ; but, substitoting blind 

Yeng^nce for impartial rectitude, he had 

'sacrificed a villain for a crime of which- 

he was necessarily innocent* To the 

w^ld he must still preserve an imposing^ 

aspect, bit to- \a^ faithful partner he 

vrould own, that* by doing an action un-i 

WDitby a Christian knight, his banner 

was riven on the grave of Gavestonj 

who, though abhorred in his fife, must 

be pitted' in his end. As^to hutnblihg 
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the KdMgy orweking to nAike liiin miatfiWjl 
able, it was what a faiihfui aubject must > 
ardently depreoate. His dearest wi8li> 
was to be restored to his friendship, andi 
to spend his life ia his service. These 
were his sorrows ; and he left it to her' 
to judge how far a sick matron's cares 
and fears preponderated' against them. 

While Lancaster indulged these self* 
reproachful meditations, the conlederated 
barons, who were less implicated in the 
4eath of Gaveston, or less disposed. to« 
scrcftinize the means by. whfch he had 
been cut off, resolved to avail themselves^ 
of the advantages obtained over the King, 
and marched to London, determined to 
demand a renewal of the terms formerly, 
granted at Wallingford, which assigned: 
the government oi the kingdom to .a 
council of their appointments The Earl 
of Gloucester, and the Bishop of Exeter^ 
again assumed the character of medjatorsf 
and though the clainw on either jidn' 
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locdiedfdri^doiieilable, there was a UMittidJi 

consciousness of weakness which for- 
warded the. labomrs of the pacificators. 
The barons knew^ that to have ap|>eared 
in open insurrection is a less favourable 
shiiation than merely to menace resist- 
aace ; in the latter case the desire to pre* 
vent extremities, and the magnifying ap« 
jurehensions of an untried strength, may in- 
duce a prince to conciliate ; in. the former, 
offended royalty remembers those aa 
enemies who have done their worst, and 
may demand conditions as an equivalent 
for that pardon, on which they must de^ 
pend . for a restitution of the lands for^ 
feited by rebellion. On these acoauntS; 
itr waS' finally 'arranged, that the royal pre^ 
rogaiive should ha«ie sampler limits than, 
the conveiltion at Waliingfbrd permhxed^ 
The'iordsiiners were chc^nged to a council^ 
whi^> idvice iKfcmld be less knperaiiv# 
than commands^ reserving tt^ the King 
tkb^libevtyof refuMng ^tatbantftfoaitheic 
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Ks^sores, though- he was stBl ^wtramedl 
from actiag withoat their cdcicideiice«' 
The barons on their part agreed, to se** 
itore the spoils they had taken with 
Gavesloa as part c^ the royal treasures^ 
piablicly to imploi^ pardon on thehr koees 
m Westmkistef-hail, in subnussive teftsB$» 
and to receife it as an act of pare mercj 
and faYoun . 

. it seemed as if the nobles had now dis^ 
covered, that, when ropltj is brought 
into coiiftempt, the nation' partakes in tha 
degradadon of^ the sovereign. In the 
present agreement much aittsentioa was 
paid to the dignity ()f his person and 
office, and an attempt was made ix) inSx^ 
ence his weakness by the way of adroit 
management, avoiding all appearance of 
rude coercion. It was seen that the King 
could not exist without a confidendal 
intxhdy or rather a fiivourite companion, 
whose wit would supply amusement, and 
pleasantly divert those regrets whichr it 
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wooidtiow be dngerbus for him v^ h^ 
dnlgel A young nobleman was selected 
Sc^ this office, namely, Hugh Spenser, 
son to ' a venerable and pati-iotic baron, 
in'wfaomthe most agreeable qualities were 
isnked to a strong understanding and- ho- 
nourable principles. He was inWodticed 
to the King as hisi ' chamberlain ; and 
being thus fixed about his person, was 
directed by his party to use the influence 
he was expected 'to acquire, iti keeping 
Edward a passive ihstruihent in the hands 
of his council. Their first measure after 
a general amnesty would be the: vigorous 
prosecution of the Scottish war. Such 
was the plan ; but cherished by royaP 
fuvour, the undiscovered seeds of ambi-* 
tlon redolently expanded in the mind of 
tlHS selected and entrusted guardian of 
artstocratical pre-eminence, the fruits of 
wirich were treachery to his friends, and 
destruction td^ himself. 
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7|Jough Edwar4 wa? incapa|>te pf. Jft 
steady course of action, bis heart was| 
adapted to form lasting attachments. Hi3 
tove for the friend and companion of hi$ 
youth was indelible; and the manner of 
bis being cut off sunk so deep into his 
memory, as to change his open, placable 
disposition, into a deep, insatiable, but 
concealed, thirst for revenge, on those 
who had deprived him of bis treasure, 
especially on the Earls of Lancaster and 
Warwick, who instigated and sanctioned 
the execution. As he abstained from all 
public signs of sorrow,* the. well-wisher^ 
^England augured favourably, from the 
composure with which their sovereign 
appeared to endure the personal insult h^ 
had sustained in his favourite's death; 
and when they saw him willingly agree 
to the terms the Earl of Gloucester had 
procured, and gracefully pardon the sup- 
pliant barons, they trusted a happier era 
had commenced. ^< The spell,'^ said 



fliey, •^ i^ 'broken ; the King's mind ha€ 
recovered its freedom ; we shall again be 
an united, powerful, martial nation." Still, 
however, the publication of the amnesty 
was delayed, under frivolous pretences ^ 
and though passports were refused to the 
]£arls of Lancaster and Warwick, the 
King complained, with affected astonish- 
ment, of the distrust of those noblemen^ 
in refusing to attend his court and parlia- 
ment. Whom did they suspect ? What 
cause had they for fear ? Why then keep 
up the array of their vassals, and fortify 
their castles ? The manner of the King; 
as he made these complaints, induced 
the friends of these barons to advise them 
to remain aloof, till his disposition toi^ 
wards them could be more accurately dis- 
covered. 

It was not wholly from a conviction 
that they must be peculiarfy obnoxious 
to their prince, that Lancaster and his 
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friend Warwick withdrew Sroxa public 
aflfairs. Tbe ra^h deed they bad coax- 
niitted, . fostered a host of enemies. Thi^ 
Earl of Gloucester, whose moderatioa 
and popularity expedited the pacifkatiou, 
could .not, while his brother-tin-law lay 
" yet green in death," act publickly 
with those who had cut him off; and he 
was now required to> consider his sister as 
the widowed Countess of Cornwall, not 
as the n^lected wife of an unworthy hus- 
band. Pembroke, too, though with a 
right English feeling he said he would 
not bring the account of his own wrong 
to increas.e the suoi of public distraction^ 
6ullenly brooded over the injuries his 
honour had received, and declared, when 
he next.l^rfeit^ his lands by rebellion, 
that it should be with confederates who 
would allow him to ful51 the capitulatbns 
he granted* To court myrmidons, the 
spirit of a Beauchamp, and the integrity 



of a Lancaster were peculiarly obnoxious* 
The Queen's party disliked every man 
of abilities, who threatened to interfere 
with their design of governing the king- 
dom by her influence; ^and there are 
grounds to apprehend that the passion of 
Mortimer, which afterwards ripened into 
the bitter fruits of treason, adultery, and 
murder, had already so far departed from 
the pure gallantry which chivtilry not 
only sanctioned, but required, as to in- 
duce him to look, with personal dislike, 
oh the Earl of Lancaster, whom Isabella 
son^etimes honoured with the highest 
encomiums, and at ethers, petulantly 
complained that the wayward girl, whom 
she once esteemed her friend, had made 
him not only an ungallant monitor but 
her inflexible enemy. To Mortimer^ 
, therefore, Lancaster's return to London 
was portentous ; and the Queen, more 
xndrtified at the ill success of her blan- 
dishments than grateful for his services 
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er valuing bis fidelity, seemed unwiHiilg 
that the English court should contain two 
men tvhotn she could not fashion to her 
VfiU ; and (as is ever the case) even 
among those ^ho, while they are osten- 
sibly leagued together as the champions 
and assertors of freedom, thunder ot:^ 
invectives against ambition, treachery, 
selfishness, and all that invidious base- 
ness and intriguing cabal u^hich they 
describe as the rank growth of courts— 
even there, though bound by solemn 
engagements to stand or fall with his 
fortunes, jealous of the preponderance of 
the general whom they had chosen, oc 
desirous of exonerating themselves from 
blame,— were those who a^kf d what had 
the great Earl of Lancaster and his bosom 
friends effected ? Did Plantagenet, Bohua, 
and Beauchamp unfurl their standards to 
crush an unresisting, though detesfabfefoe, 
by a deed as detestable ? "When he had 
provoked the King beyond forgtvexiesc. 
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^ould he not have followed up the blow, ' 
aod by another decisive act prevented his 
collogues from being compelled to sue 
for mercy, and considered as pardoned 
rebels by their ill-appeased prince ? Thus 
every party in the state appeared to unite 
lit driving from its councils the only man, 
^who, by his power and integrity, could 
consolidate the energies, and revive the 
spirit of a divided and degraded nation. 
. But though such were the feelings of 
the courtiers, the populace, who had 
been taught to ascribe all their miseries 
to the King's fetvourite, with whom ac-. 
fusation is proof, and who ar^ too 
lippetuoua and unreflecting to consider 
that the way hy which their supposed 
enemy was removed, implicated the 
safety of every man* in England, and 
being also dazzled by the reported muni- 
ficence and sanctity of i.ancast^, turned 
their previous admiration into idolatry. 
The, first quesAon which . was put to tra* 
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yelling minstrels at wak« and hridak^ 
^as, ^' H^ve you any new ditty about 
the good Earl Thomas of Lancaster^ iT^ho 
expends the revenues of five earldoms 
upon the church knd the poor ?" 

, *' Would to heaven," another artizan 
would observe, ^' he were our King ; 
then labour might sleep over his leathera 
bottle, and care sing under the viU 
lage oak, during the longest summer's 
day !" 

** Heaven," said a third, ^* hath al- 

» 

ready blessed him wijh such measureless . 
content, that I question whether a crown 
would make him happier. He is rich 
enough to feed on pearls and diamonds, 
and what he wills the King dare not. 
gainsay. His fair wife has just brought 
him a hopeful son, and he has nothing 
now to askaof his patron saint, but health 
and length of days to enjoy his mar« 
v^llously happy fortunes." 
.When the splendid pall is removed, with 
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\viiJdi those who are prudent as welt as 
prosperous envelope the ghastly spectre 
which silently paces by the side of tern- 
p(»al greatness, envy and admiration 
must alike start surprized at beholding 
the object of their malignity, or the 
theme of their adulation, such a being 
as themselves, alternately goaded by 
care, and depressed by disappointments! 
Tliough the 'Earl of Lancaster, like 
many wise men, had mistaken the at- 
tractions of beauty for moral perfection, he 
kfiew his own temper, when he said that 
he was not suited to humour the caprices, 
or corri^ct the petulance of his wedded 
partner. Conscious of his own quick 
sensibility and jealous honour, he en- 
deavoured to divert his attention from 
what he could not but condemn, espe- 
cially while his own regrets ahd cares 
were so numerous, and her state required 
peculiar tenderness* And when he 
afterwards saw his child recline upon her 
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bo^om, he gazed on the infisHifs cbaiinsy 
aQd invented palliatives for the mother's 
failings. The burst of sensibility and joy 
v^hich overwhelmed her, when he first 
blessi^d the gift shef had bestowed, and 
prayed for it's life and for her's, asaured 
him that it was not from an incapacity of 
feeling that Alicia so often forgot the 
duties which she owed to others. He 
saw she doated on the infant ; surely the 
maternal character would, in time, en- 
large her social virtues. Blanche of 
Navarre had often said that her love to 
her family made her pious, just, and 
benevolent. The bright model whicb 
he wished his wife to copy was removed, 
by death, to her native region, and the 
turbulent times would often separate biift 
from his domestic superintendence, as 
>^ell as his domestic comforts; but 
would not their young Edmund be the 
conservator of his mother's Tirtues, and 
the corrector of her failings? With 
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talents of the 6rst order, much intrinsic 
worth, and the liveliest susceptibility of 
Vbat was excellent, would she not aspire 
le minister to the rational as well as the 
animal wants of the high-bom infant, to 
render him the meet representative of his 
princely ancestors ? and could the pre- 
cepts of true nobility be inculcated, and 
the example be withheld? Could a 
woman of acute feeling and strong dis- 
crimination, allow herself to be wayward, 
or indulge in unseemly levity, while an 
intelligent child witnessed those actions, 
which, if he copied, would plant eternal 
scorpions in her own heart ? Consumed 
by fears and regrets which he could 
neither subdue nor dismiss, the Earl of 
Lancaster endeavoured to hope, that 
«ome happy contingency would event* 
ually remove the minute but piercing 
thorns that were concealed in his ntlptial 
chaplet, without hi$ tearing them out 
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with what h^, from his setftknowleil^, 
f(c»ieboded would be a destruotive hand I 
We mufiC now explain the nature f f 
those fears and regtet^ which distY^rbod 
die saint^ ^nd unmtui|led the heifo* like 
'EtSLtl of Lancaster was. alike yirtuous and 
enlightened; but we must only seek in 
jNm the intelligence and virtue of the 
century in which he flourished. Be- 
trayed by a sudden start of passion, be 
had dipped his h^Uids in blood! The 
^uik, though not the danger imtiexed to 
murder, lay upon him, and that guilt he 
must expiate. His friends had fore- 
warned him to beware of the King's 
vengeance; from that he could seciufe 
himself by abiding in his own castles, 
where the array of his vasssis would 
repel violence, while their fidelity would 
secure him from those insidious attacks 
to which revenge too often resorted. 
But where was the preservative whiob 
would make the ^und^rs of the church 
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ikll hafmle^s, should its anathe'msis 
be pointed at him by a pontiff fatt6n- 
ing on the spdk that an imbecile King 
permitted him to r^p fr6m England ? 
At a pariod when the nation had bedi 
trained to throw off the papal yoke, 
Edward of Caernarvon allowed the fet- 
ters his father's wisdom had gradually 
'loosed to be agaiti rivetted. The statute 
of mortmain was infringed ; investitures 
to bishopricks ctfme from Avignon, 
where the Pope then resided ; and when- 
-ever the King wished to falsify his oaths 
to his subjects^ absolutions and indul- 
gences travelled by the same eourier 
that brought claims for Peter's-pencc 
and fir^t-fruits. As foremost of that 
distinguished band of nobles who^ in 
the late reign, asserted the independence 
of the Anglican church, Lancaster wa:s 
peculiarly obnoxious to the Pope j for the 
devotion ' snd munificence of the man 
oould not atone fer the infieadbiKty of 
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the patriot. The King and the pofirfff 
. had matually bandied the ball of acqui- 
escence i thq former agreed, that sooie 
indolent foreign prieats should be in* 
6tal}ed in a rich English benefice, aad 
^ the. latter permitted the Bishop of Lich* 
. field, a royal favourite and his nUncio, to 
.excommunicate the Earls of Lancaster 
and Warwick, for conspiring the death 
. of the Earl of CornwalL 
^ To the firmest minds and bravest 
(hearts, and even to those also who, by 
practical infidelity, seemed to be exone* 
rated from all spiritual terrors, the 
anathema of the church was, at this 
period, most tremendous: it dissolved 
all civil and social ties, and excluded it^ 
victim J not only from the least sacr^ 
offices of church-communion, but ako 
from the comforts of domestic life. The 
nearest .and strongest ties of love and 
affinity were broken, and the; interdicted 
wretf:h was doomed to exist pa the same 
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4enii« as sin out-law, wKo had been cot 
off by a civil process from all inter* 
course* with bis fellow-creatures. Such 
were the consequences of this dreadful 
sentence ; and thou^ the bold spirit of 
mdependence, which they feh as peers and 
EngUshoien, induced the Earls to despise 
the fulminations of the Bishop of Rome^ 
and to deny his authority as universal 
pontiff, yet, when on applying to their 
respective confessors, with consciences 
laden with sad misgivings, arising from 
a sense that the weight of blood lay on 
their souls, their ghostly father shrunk 
from their request, refused to listen to 
Aeir confession, . and withheld the remis* 
fiiye sacraments, they also* trembled; 
The Roman hierarchy, like the military 
tenures of the ages in which its prepon* 
derance was acquired, was one firm oom- 
pacted. system, extending from the lowly 
village pastor and ignorant monk, 
thicQPgh Civery .raok of secular -and r^u-^ 
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jar clergy till it ternunated in the pra- 
sumpttious priest nrho claimed to be tbe 
vicegerent and representative of tiie 
Deky^ and whose mandate, of cottrse, 
claimed implicit obedience from all the 
clergy in Christendom ; they depending 
on him not only for their future advance^ 
ment, but for permission to exercise 
their sacerdotal funcdons. 

The Earl of Lancast^, alike seriom 
and devout, deeply imbned with a sense 
of the shortness of life, and of the im- 
portance of religious rites, shoddered at 
the possibility of being summoned to the 
bar of his Maker, while he was at enmity 
with the visible church. Banishmeftt 
frotn its courts was to him the most dolo- 
rous exile. He had willingly reiinqui^ 
ed the splendour and amusements C0m« 
mon to his station, and even vAym 
imperatively compelled by his exalted 
birth to sanction a festive scene hy his 
presence, the sackcloth which be mote 
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wAet bis robes of state continually re- 
mbided his uasubjugated heart of his 
vowed renunciation of wealth, power^ 
and volti|)tuou8nes6. In the latter he 
hitd sworn never to indulge, and only 
to employ the two former for the benefit 
of others. His desire to promote the 
welfare and secure the liberties of Eng- 
land, vf2is his only motive for wishing to 
. iningle in the busy haunts of active life. 
His return to the senate or the council^ 
bad been rendered not only personally 
unsafe but inefficacious by that bloody 
precipitation which had offended and 
divided his associates, and converted the 
isov^eign, \vhom he might have io- 
-fluenced, into an ^ implacable enemy^ 
£ut .these comfortless reflections were 
all absorbed in the super-eminent 
4iorrors of the imposed malediction^ 
Ndther peer nor legislator could ac( 
in concert with an esiicommunicated 
pesson. To him no social worship, no 
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f^ligious con8ohition could be affbrdM; 
Nor fortified bulwarks, nor the right » 
summon a third of the Idngdoiti to *{qU 
' low his banner, were now of ^ any availi 
Not even the peculiar resources of bis 
birth, his character, or his mord quali- 
ties, could render the gi^eat Earl of Lan- 
caster invincible to the terrors of a 
punishment which loosened hjs wife 
•from her connubial bond, and his vassals 
from their conditions of • servitude, de- 
posed him from that' empire over the 
multitude which the sanctity of his charac- 
ter had acquired, estranged him from the 
protection of the law, and, in the event 
of his obduracy, licensed the dagger of 
the assassin, or the cup of the poi- 
soner, by directing them to a vicdm 
whose death would not be questioned hj 
a legal process. Yet further^ this se^ 
tence^ in case of his demise, cons^ned 
his soul ^^ uzkhouseird^ unanaoiated^ 
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imatieal'd/' not only to the penal firef^ 
of purgatory, but to those hopeless 
realms <of ever-during torment, in which, 
^cording to the creed of those times, 
.obstinate resisters of the authority of 
holy church, must sustain pre-eminence 
in misery, 

. Such then was the situation of the i^rls 
.of Lancaster and Warwick ; and never 
had the thunders of popery been launched 
against two more high-minded and yet 
susceptible offenders ; for while {Mety and 
patriotism awoke the fears and deepened 
the regrets of Lancaster, Warwick felt 
the misery of love suspended, at the mo- 
ment when it seemed to attain fruition. 
His happiness had been confirmed by the 
conduct of Henry Plantagenet, who, alike 
generous and brave, as soon as he learned 
the state of Matilda's affections, refused 
to advance any plea on the score of his 
own: services or his mother's protection, 
but nobly imposed an et.emal silence on 
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hh iong-cherislied passion. He weBt y^ 
further, dnd requested his brother iiaa^ 
mediately to acquit himself of th^ tnidt 
devolved upon him, by bestowing hn 
lovely ward on the foithful knight who 
possessed her heart. Lancaster doubted 
the sincerity of ^ proposal which contra- 
dicted the account he had heard of his 
long-cherished attachment ; and when h^ 
cast a scrutini^g glance on his brother, 
as if he questioned his power of exerting 
the fortitude he professed, young Lei--, 
cester bravely answered, ** Fear me 
not, I too am a Lancastrian, and claitn 
a share in that royal blood which 
runs in your v^ins. By the soul of 
my mother ! I will not waste that health 
and strength, for which I believe my^J 
$elf indebted to her merits and prayers, 
hi pining for a fair maiden who has pre* 
ferred a pavilion to an hospital, a bloom- 
ing courtier to a wasted invalid. I have 
long been cbamed to the bed of infirmity. 
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a buithea on my fellow-creatures^ 
w}ipse services I zm now called upon to 
repay with usury. I will begin my career 
with an energy which shall supply un- 
avoidable lapses. The world has various 
jBovelties to engage my attention, business 
to occupy my industry, and rewards to 
stimulate my ambition. I am called by 
my birth to act a conspicuous part on a 
vast theatre, before an innumerable audi* « 
tory J and if England never shews m^ a 
lady so fair and good as the sweet play* 
mate of my infancy, I will make no wo# 
man wretched by my preference for Beau-* 
champ's wife, but will adc^t one of your 
children as my own $on, and train him to 
inherit tny earldoms. And if age itself 
cannot scare from my mind the image of 
Matilda, when I find I can serve the 
world no longer, I will become a hermit 
beadsman, and pray for her and her 
posterity.*' 
' The only impjedimcvit haviog beoxf thus 
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removed, Lancaster had consmted to be- 
stow his adopted ^ter on his friend* Nor 
did Matilda affect those doubts and cof^ 
nesses to which her heart was a stranger* 
Rejoicing in, the project of exchanging 
alarm and dependence for the fuU secu^ 
rity, the serene content, and the mild au- 
thority, which is the noble matron's por« 
tion when happily united to a worthy and 
beloved lord, she modestly acceded to 
the suit of Beauchamp, granted an early 
day, and joyfully prepared to lay aside 
the simplicity of her qiaid's attire, to as- 
sume the more splendid, but decorous 
garb, which was then the appropriated 
costume of wedded beauty. 

Ease and luxury had not at this time 
proclaimed an universal gala, even in the * 
mansions of opulence. The great festi* 
vals of the church, and the peculiar cere- 
monials of religion, were observed as 
seasons of convivial hilarity, relaxing the. 
toil of labourers and artiza^s, by summon- . 
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ing them a^d their families to the man- 
sion of their feudal lord, where the lady 
of the castle, laying aside her needle and 
her distaff, received her guests of every 
degree, smoothing the inequality of con- 
dition with a dignity which awed while rt 
delighted, and forbade familiarity though 
it created attachment. Admitted not only 
to behold, but to partake of their lord^i 
opuleace, guests at his table and attend- 
ants on his sports', the meanest hind, by 
thus occasionally conversing with gallant 
knights and gentle dames, imbibed^ with 
some portion of their courtesy, a reve- 
rent devotion to the chieftain of whose^ 
family he formed a part, and in whose 
renown and splendor he personally parti- 
cipated. During the period of the festi- 
val all was mirth, good cheer, and relai|:a- 
lion; that term expired, industry and 
economy resumed their duties. The 
cottagers returned to their brown crusts 
and stock-fish, and the buttery«hatch was 
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cIo$ed at the castle : while in each mte of 
society the recollected delights of the iMt 
-holiday, and the anticipated pleaisures of 
the next, lightened ^ach individuars re- 
spective cares and occupations, and be- 
stowed a relish on their more ahstemioos 
fare ; while the sacred origin and stated 
returns of these seasons of indulgence, ' 
endeared to the aflfections of all those 
holy anniversaries, which imprinted spi- 
ritual mercies on the minds of men, by 
connecting them with temporal enjoy- 
ment. 

The double ceremony of Lady Madlda^ 
marriage to Earl Guy of Warwick, and 
the baptism of the young heir of the 
house of Lancaster, were announced to 
take place on the feast of All-hallows ^ 
and they were to be performed with all 
the magnificence and sumptuous regale 
which befitted the rank of the hospitable 
prince in whose stately manacxi they were 
to be celebrated ; but ere the day arrived. 
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the papal excommunication was publish- 
nedy and not a priest could be found suf- 
iidfintly hardy to administer these sacred 
irites. The nolde guests who were in^ 
-Yited, knowing tthat tihe stitbility of their 
iDwn possessions was endangered by dis- 
obedience, avoided the interdicted , walls 
as they would a pest-house ; the vassals, 
divided between their affection for their 
lord and their dread of purgatory, alter- 
nately cursed the Pope, and sprinkled 
themselves with holy water. Matilda 
wept, Warwick raved, Lancaster retired 
to his oratory, to seek those consola- 
tions in solitary prayer which our en- 
lightened age believes the contrite heart 
will surely enjoy, and to implore for *his 
infant son that spiritual regeneration and 
mystical unction, of which the outward 
symbol was withheld by priestly tyranny ; 
yet feeling, in its full force, the divine 
malediction originally pronounced against 
the unlawful sbedder of man's bloody 
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even his virtues and his intelligence, 
though of a superior order, increased Iikis 
solicitude to be re-united to that church, 
ivhich, vt^hile he disowned its temporal 
domination, he believed possessed the ad- 
missive and exclusive keys to the kingdom 
of heaven. 
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CHAP. XX, 

The giant,triple-crown*d, who long hadbow*4 
Beneith his yoke the moniirchs of the earth« 
Pretending power supreme from highest heav'n, 
But working the commjinds of lowest helL . 

Tbomsoii. 

TF the Countess of Lancaster could have 
afforded herself time to consider how 
keen must be the anguish of the separated 
lovers, or how awful the struggle be- 
tween contrition and patriotism, a just 
disdain of priestly presumption, and a 
religious regard for his immortal wel- 
fare, the situation of her lord and the 
affianced pair would have commanded her 
active sympathy, and banished her own 
disappointments from her mind. But she 
had been so habituated to regard every 
event chiefly as it affected her own inte^ 
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rests, that self-indulgence had impercep- 
tibly rendered a kind heart callous, and 
a gentle temper arrogant. The papal ex-» 
communication so disconcerted all her 
plans, and made her feel so very wretch- 
ed, that she was astonished her kind lord, 
the affectionate Matilda, and the gallant 
Beauchamp, who knew her designs, and 
how deq>ly her susceptible heart felt every 
mortification, were not assembled in her 
chamber, trying to consok her j especi- 
ally as none of them seemed so deeply 
affected by hearing the sentence read as 
herself. Her lord, indeed, looked as pale 
and solemn as a brave captain who, after 
hanng volunteered ^' to mount the immi- 
nent deadly breach*' at the impulse of ho- 
nour, recollects, at the next moment, the 
endeared ties of love and nature, and feels 
has heart die at the remembrance ; but 
he was silent and stood firm, while she 
fainted and filled the air with hei^ shrieks. 
She doubted not his nice sense of honour 



. C a87 ) 

would resent the indignity, ai|d feel the 
prohibitions annexed to the situation of a 
proscribed person ; but then he actually 
disliked those enjoyments which habit had 
with her converted into necessaries. He 
could be happy alone : the hermit's maple, 
dish and beechen bowl sufficed his wants ; 
attendance was to him a burden ; festi- 
vity was a blank or a penance, which tore 
him from his oratory or his study. She 
could not, would not, ought not to leave 
him, till he was again reconciled to the 
church J yet how could she support so- 
litude and disgrace, without ples&ant 
amusements or lively associates ; with no 
other occupation than domestic manage- 
ment, or that self-communion which ex- 
perience proved to be deplorably irksome? 
The mamier of her lord shewed that he 
anticipated impending evil : what is fore- 
seen may be better supported ; but evil 
had 'overtaken her just as she was going 
to be unusually happy, and it was there- 



C *.88 ) 

fore more poignantly felt. She had m- 
ticipated a most joyous winter : the castles 
of Warwick, Canford, and Kenilwortti 
were alternately to display fi^tivals, aiul 
touma^nents. Gaveston was dead, and 
the realm .at peace ; surely the season of 
laughter should not be forgotten, if that 
of weeping wa$ remembered •> Lancaster 
indeed bad once told her, that the King's 
calm aspect might be a vizor, assanied 
to conceal cherished retenge* . Said be 
this to damp her joyous spirits? Her 
tremulous sensibility needed not these 
alarms, for her mild and timid temper 
required constant encouragement. Her 
cpnfessor, the liberal, benevolent Sir 
Hilary, assured her, that a character pf 
exquisite feeling should be treated like 
a. tender nursling; he never, (heref<m, 
alarmed her by angry denunciations^ nor 
imposed any troublesome penance ;. bnt 
instead of deepening the sense of her er- 
rors, be talked to her of her graces and 
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fiftues. ' Bcatriee was of the same opi- 
liida, and whispered what the commo- 
didus pritet distantly hinted, that the 
Earl of Lancaster was too austere, cold, 
and misanthrbpic to be a meet companion 
for his Phoenix bride. The indulgence 
of her confessor, and the flatteries of her 
(Sonfidalnt, were corroborated by the pre- 
sferi^ttons of her physician, who conjured 
her, for the sake of her uifant son, to 
take a very reverent care of her health j 
to divert her fancy by the pleasures of the 
diace, music, dancing, and feasting ; and 
by these means try to counteract, in the 
zioble infant, the constitutional melan- 
choly he would d^ve from his father. 
Alicia was very willing to be, in this in- 
stance, all the mother ; and, with the as- 
sfefance of Sir Hilary, an interlude had 
been prepared, adapted to the approach- 
ing festival, and replete with pleasant con- 
ceits and rare devices. Herself and her 
hobsehold* ][)urposed to honour the cere- 
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mony,^ Ijy becoming p^oiroprs. This 
Dtrars o^ the fairies and the gianb formed 
file basis of the drama^ and her dwarf and 
jester were to lead Uieir respective baQds 
of combatants* Analogy and coasisffflfy 
did not restrain the excursive jgight of 
Sir Hilary's muse j for the young har,p£ 
Lancaster was described as a present^«ei|( 
to that noble house by the Queen, of l^. 
Fairies ; and yet the Countess, in thje. 
character of Faith, was to bring thp ^}fS^ 
to baptism. A paynim knight, int^rrmjtr . 
ing the ceremony, was fo call fpith tkfi 
chivalry of St. Geoige j who,^ ^er |5|sq^-. 
ing the Saracen, would conclude the pieoe. 
by his marriage with the Prin^es^^c^ 
Egypt. All the previous . preparatlof^ 
were' complete : Alicia had, with,hie|: qynx 
hand, spangled her sky«blue robe ^itti 
silver stars, and had QQuned her intrQ4ittC« 
tory speech, to announce ^ her own ch%-. 
racter ; which, with scriptural precisicp^ 
described the acts of her worthies. Such 
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^ waste of Ingenuity and laboiir was no^ 
to be iendured ; and, addeH to the pros^ 
p'ect of a winter*s confineftient, in a viast 
des^hed castle, from which gaiety and 
gnindetir would be banished, while her 
ears were alternately assailed by the pec- 
cavils of penitence, and the weU-a«days 
bf love, seemed ^i accumulation of mi- 
sery beyond die power of mortal strength 
to endure. The tender maid, whose 
meek repinings she anticipated ; and the 
sincere Christian, who would seek to ex* 
{>!ate his fault by additional austerities^ 
Weire, she tHought, less pitiable than her- 
self; because they were gifted with that 
fortitvide which nsiture had denied her. 
Alas ! how frequently do inconsiderate- 
nessi and indolence charge nature with 
their own faults ! 

The confessor, the confidant, and the 
physician, were alternately summoned to 
console, advise, and sustain the weepings 
lamenting, fainting lady ; while the Earl 
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hy prostrate beforetheholy rood^ bumbl|r 
acknowledging that offende to Hearea 
which his enemies had converted into a 
deadly snare. When the day davmed; 
he joined Warwick and Matilda, who 
bad spent the sad vigil of their expected 
bridals together, he in soothing her sor* 
row and dissipating her fears, she m 
calming his keen resentmentis amd sub- 
duing his irritability, till, for the sake of 
each other, they mutually became conif*. 
posed, and mildly descanted on theii:' 
future prospects. With the impetuous 
enterprize natural -to youth, Warwick; 
proposed to Lancaster that each shotil4. 
abide in his owA castle, aiid, coilectkig 
his vassals^ bid defiance to the Pope and 
the King, The names of Plalitagenet 
and Beauchamp were, ht said, too dear 
to their respective partizans, for their 
faith to be shaken by the fulminati^ns of 
the pontiff, acting as the mean instrument 
pf a 'prince who had thus Contrived tq 



Make his promised amnesty of sio avails 
But Lancaster had too deep a sense of the 
£siult he had committd to meditate fresh 
trai^ressions. He abjured the question- 
able right of appealing to the sword 
against his King to revenge a private in«* 
jury, and he denied that feudal lords 
could justly subject the consciences oi^ 
tih^ vassals to a dreadful competidcm be- 
tween thar spiritual and temporal, duties* 
He felt, he said, the horrors of excom* 
munication too strongly to expose the 
meanest of his hinds to the same aua« 
ihema. The gasping head and convulsed 
limbs of Gaveston haunted his slumbers^ 
and he resolved that the blood of a fel- 
low-subject should never more imbrue 
his hands. It was necessary for his soul's 
peace that he should be reconciled to the 
King and the Church, and his first step 
would be to know if the proposed terms 
were consistent with his honour. 

A signal from the warder interrupted 
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tlie conference; and announced (what in 
tbieir present state wae^ an unexpected 
grace,) an ecclesKisdcal visitor. Walter 
Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, trustmg to 
fafs unblemished sancdty and untform sub* 
mission to the holy see, feared noc t6 
entd* the interdicted caatle, and hotd'^a 
conference with the esccluded lairia^ 
From him they learned that two altema^: 
tirte were propoted to their choid^.aag 
ihe propitiat€»ry penance which, combined^ 
mth submission, would procmre recote 
ciliation. They must either unitertake a: 
pilgrimage in honour of the Virgin, to 
her fitvourite residences of Loretto on 
Hontserat, and serve a campaign against 
die infidels; or submit to be publid]^ 
scourged by the monks of St. Thomas a^ 
Becket, the avengers of the crime of 
assassination, and found two chantries 
with daily masses to pray for die £acl of 
Cornwall's souL 
The Earl of Lancaster, though he: at 
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once preferred the former alternadre, 
pmsed to consider the state of England* 
The Scots hong t:i|>on the hordes, gqU 
lected m a numerous l>ody, with the 
akrmoig menace of determined invaders. 
Profitmg by idie dissentbns between Edm 
ward and his barons, Bruce had sum- 
moned all his dans, and from C^thness 
to Tweeds^ nodiii^ was heard but the 
sound of preparation^ and the cry of re* 
VeagiQ. Threatened by such an enemy, 
oonld England spare one faithful chief** 
tain i The Bishop, perceiving the iJ^arl's 
resolution unfixed, added, that he would 
undertake to promise the correcticm of 
tfie monks should be formal rather than 
positive. It had been undergone by 
mighty potentates, and could not there* 
fore be esteemed disgraceful. Founding 
chantries was an act truly grateful to the 
L pious, to whose devout feelings a speedy 
and peaceful re-admission to the templeand 
the altar must be most desirable* He be- 
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sought the Earls to consider their esta(^ 
supposing they were cut oflf by infidels be-? 
fore theirprescribed term of probation had 
expired^ as they would then die in thsUt 
doubtful condition which, the age cont^cok-^ 
plated with horror. 

The Earl of Lancaster fixed hiseye^ 
on the crucifix, with which the devout- 
Earls of Salisbury Jiad furnished eveirif 
apartment in their castle, and answere^j 
that it did not become a sinner to object, oi^ 
the score of degradation, to a punishmeiq^^ 
which his great exemplar had endured* 
His body needed chastisement^ and he 
would submit, with all his soul, to the 
lowest abasement, but not at the shrina 
of Becket, whose power to intercede for 
him in. Heaven he doubted, nay denied* 
The successors of St. Peter held the keys 
of the blessed mansions, to admit mar-^ 
tyrs, confessors, and spotless virgins to 
the highest bliss, after they had gloriousljjr 
triumphed over their spiritual enmieS| 
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Hot to exalt to that bright pre-eminenceL 
the traitor who betrayed his country's 
rights, or the rebel who insulted his King# 
He owned that he was the instrumenD 
who wrongfully took away Gaveston's 
life, and was therefore bound to do all 
in his power to procure for him a remis-* 
sion of the penal fires to which, without 
due preparation, he hurried his soul j 
and he had already meditated the required 
endowment, which he would only post- 
pone till he had registered his protest 
that it was not done in compliance witl^ 
papal authority, which claimed a right to 
tax his temporal possessions. He was 
most willing to undertake a campaign 
against the enemies of the croiss, and 
would joyfully pay. his devotions to th» 
blessed Virgin, either before her miracu- 
lous image at Montserat^ or in that holy 
house which ministering angels had lately 
removed from the profaned soil of Pales- 
tine, and fixed in the patrimony of St. 
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JPeten This he would do^ and^ durtii^ 
the period of his absence estrust^ his 
country to that Providence which bad 
often wonderfttUj preserved it from me« 
nacing perHs. The solemn call now naite 
upcm him reminded him of the purpose 
of his early life, and the means by which 
his intended self-dedication was prevent^. 
He had persuaded himself that it ^sdue 
deference to the advice of a revered inend; 
he now feared his own unruly appetites 
had given resistless cogency to tfaos^ «r* 
guments. He had not then tried the 
world, as he had since done,, even to 
satiety. It then wore a delusive smile^ a 
semblance of permanent good* Here 
recollecting the contrasted images of the 
real and the imaginary Alicia, he heaved 
a painful sigh, and wa$ silent. 

" My personal services," resumed he, 
after a long pause, ^^ cannot now defend 
England ; but I will deprive her of as few 
faithful sons as possible* Only my me- 
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nial fienrants diaH attend me to Spain, and 
I will leave with the brave knight who is 
my chamberlain, fall power to array all 
my irossals, and jcmi the army of £ng* 
knd, * whatever the King determines to 
rzke his standard, and take the field to 
daim from proud Aruce the fealty he 
paid his huber.^' 

Permission to remain in England, 
which • intlttded the prospect of a speedy 
^nion with Matilda, softened the stem 
tone of Warwick^s indignant ^irit, and 
tempted him to quit the side of Lancaster. 
Nor was prostration before the shrine of 
one whom he held to be a pseudo-martyr 
and arch rebel, nor even the scomfiit 
wavings of the scourge (that symbol of 
abject subjection) over his athletic form- 
by an emaciated monk so irreconcilable 
to his pride, as the idea of leaving* his uni» 
protected Matilda in the disposal of a ver- 
satile king, easily influenced by rapacious 
courtiers, as that idea was agonizing to 
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his taidemes$. Had she but be^i 'fak 
vife, she could then have accompanied 
him into Spain, without taint to her 
maiden fame, or otherwise remained in 
England, secure from all pretenders in 
the sanctity of the marriage vow. How 
did he now regret his passive acquiescence 
with the request of Lancaster's train w^, 
that the ceremony might be deferred till 
she could have it celebrated in a style x>f 
unrivalled grandeur ! If he left England^ 
iinother Gondibert would appear, ask the 
hand of the wealthy orphan^ and, either 
from imbecility or malice, the King would 
exclude the claims of the absent War* 
wick. Recallmg all those horrid antici- 
pations which urged his temper to frenzy, 
as he viewed the smoaking ruins of Bal* 
shall priory^ he told the Bishop that he 
preferred the English penance j and 
woul(3, after he had undergone it, coyer 
the headless trunk of Gaveston with the 
banners of Scottish chiefs, till the King 
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should stanch his tears for the dead^ and 
blend cordial a&ction for the living, with 
£()i^iveness of a sakitarj error. 

Warmed by the anticipation of future 
Ji^ppia^^ and glory, and driving from his 
thoughts the repulsive condidons. whidbi 
yrcre to restore him to the privileges of«^a 
citizen, with that happy shortsightedn^s 
pf sorrow which marks a sanguine tern* 
per, Warwick turned to his Madlda, to 
impart those designs that would illumine 
her pale cheek with the glow of hope and 
the smile of love ; white Lancaster, with 
the caution of exp^ence, and the appre- 
hensions which his regard for Warwick 
inspired, privately adjured the Bishop to 
tell him if he thought it possible that they 
could be cordially reconciled to the King. 
Stapleton aQswered,with the simplicity of a 
placable and sincere heart, that he; would 
pledge his best hopes for the King's faith. 
The new favourite, Spenser, a man of 
real talent, seenoted wholly to engross him. 
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and thach good vtras esqjected frbtn 1^ 
influencei Had it already produced Mff 
effect ? inquired the EarL Much : H^ 
Majesty was no longer light and versa- 
die, frivolous and impetuous, but grave, 
calm, and determined; often lamentmg 
that his ^thful cousin Lancaster, and hH 
brave knight Beauchamp, withdrew from 
his cotindls, and doubted his sincerity. 
The Earl sighed ; repeated the words 
« faithful and brave!" recollecting h» 
mother's prediction, that a mound was 
raised on iBIacklow Hill which royal for- 
giveness would never overleap. 

Addressing the Bishq> of Exeter: 
** Though,'* said he, " you came only 
as a true churchman, to reconcile me to 
our holy mother, yet I know your kind 
nature will not shrink from further me- 
diation. Commend mk to my Lord the 
the King,.^and say, while the body <rf 
Lancaster shall be in Spain, his soul wiH 
remain in England, As a true ^ubjecr» 
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I o^Eer to my liege lord^ my prayers, my 
purse, my knights, and my men at arms. 
jFam would I commend to his especial 
confidence and favour a scion of the Lan- 
castrian rose, Henry of JLeicestei:, ivhose 
late disclosed bloom has never been 
tainted by the canker of disloyalty. His 
^wprd, baptized in the blood of a sacri<» 
legions ravisher, will prove a holy and 
iQvincible barrier to the proud boasts of 
3ruce and his rapacious marauders, 
should they dar6 to pass the English 
frontiers, if I be. gladdened with the 
tidbgs that all is well, I will yet visit Pa- 
lestine, and fulfil. the task I undertook, in 
<:ompliance with the compand of our late 
revered monarch and captain* The sum 
which he devoted to the ransom of Chris- 
tian captives shall be advanced ^y me as a 
voluntary mulct to expiate my offences. 
My wife 9^nd my son will remain in £ng- 
landj hostages of my fealty, and in the 
safe keeping of their royal kinsman^'s 
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honour, and the affection of a g^nerotti 
nation. In this my full and loyal sub^ 
mission to the King, I look not only td 
the anointed son of my illustrious uncle, 
but also to the sxvom conservator of 
those laws which I confess I have rashly 
broken. But to the Bishop of Rome I 
owe neither suit nor service ; and with 
you, reverend Father, I enter mj protest 
against his temporal jurisdiction, thougli, 
as a true Catholic, owning him to be head 
of the universal church, of which I am 
a member, I embrace the periance he 
enjoins/* 

Thus, with a sophistry characteristic 
of a superstitious yet lofty mind, the 
Earl of Lancaster reconciled the Extremes 
of abject submission and steady resist- 
ance. His own apprehensions of the 
King's concealing som^ vindictive design 
were not diminished by the aissuranceS 
of Stapletbn, whose sincerity he valued 
more than his discernment ; but as he 
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l^rceuved Warwick implicitly reliedl oi| 
this pii^omised pardon, he deemed it a 
duty to conceal his own doubts, lest his 
knpetuous friend, in the event of any ob« 
stacle to his eacpectation, should considejf 
them as excitements to anothei; insurrec^ 
ti«3, whichf in the present state of affairs^ 
must be attended with tremradous results 
to the iiatlbn. 

On turning his thoughts to his do;^ 
mestio concerns, Lancaster considered 
that the safety of his wife and child was 
secured by the presence and power of 
his brother, whose unimpeached fidelity 
the King would not dare to alienates 
beside that, his own feudatory troops 
would form a third portion of any army 
the King could bring into the field* But 
it was not on the score of safety that 
his apprehaGisions for Alida rose; he 
could not propose to take her with him^ 
knowing' that, h^ want of fortitude was 
an insuperable objection to her under- 
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takii^ a perilous voyage, a pamfdt f3i» 
grimage, and a dangeroos scjoiuti,. in a 
knd OYerrun with infideb, and die eon- 
sta&t sceoe of bloody conteitti^i* Axii 
had he not equal cause of fear from her 
vant of dbcrecion, if die remaiaed ia 
Englsmd. Hie cotttimied admomooiia 
could hardly counteract the o|^tes of 
ffitttery, or the delusions of disAp^^km. 
The potency df the Laacastiiaii faraach 
of Phntageoet would rprevent es^ernal 
dangers ; but where was the barrier which 
could defend her from those enemies to 
his peace which she cherished in her 
own bosom. Tet, should the iojunctionfi 
of the church be sh'ghted, and bis soul's 
weal be endangered, the energies of ibe 
patriot paralyzed, and' the saint recalled 
from his heavenly aspirations to become 
the warder and tbe monitor of a. vain, 
weak woman ? No ; he iT\ust do his 
duty, secure his own sadvation, requajify 
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himself for the calls of hia h%fa stado% 
and leave her to Providence. 

The piow credulity wfaidi induced 

skic«e devotees to beliere that the nmk^ 

t€n of religion partook of the immaculate 

sahddty of the altar at which they offered 

die vows of the fntfaful, induced the Earl 

of Laxicaster to cimsider hia wife's con* 

fessor as a man to whom he might ia« 

tru^ his anxieties*^ and, in the fuU con* 

victiQii tb^t Sir Hilary was di^)osed to an 

honest discharge of his duty towards* hia 

TolacUe penitent^ he informed him of his 

&>ubts respecting the discretion and reso** 

lodon ctf his consort. The venal pikst 

had long laboured caudously, but sedu* 

lously, to alienate the affixdons of.De 

Lacy's wealthy heiress from her princely 

spoc^e, well knowing, that if she desiredy 

her pre-contract to Surrey (wbieh had 

never been formally abrogated) would 

dissolve her present marriage, and leave 

her at liberty to renew, her vows with a 
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tHdBeitian, whose gnuitude pointed ^odM 
mitred abbey of Ripoa as a rewrard fee 
fheasmtaace which his ^rituai functbns 
mighii afford. Beatrice was* also bound tXM 
Surrey's interest by bribes and prooiises:} 
and even the physician was secured' by: 
simflar motives^ to be treach^oii& to im 
naster, and faithful to hk insidioiB eOH 
ployer. Thus was formed a secret juafio^ 
pledged to betray the unhappy lady^ lo 
whom they appeared as cammodions 'm. 
struments of her wiil^ and atmaptured 
admirers of her singular .perfections* 
• It was highly necessary that the Earl 
of Lanca'ker should not be undeceived^ 
as to the character and intenliona of the 
man who was to act so ccHi^icuoua a 
part in this 'dark conspiracy against bis 
peace and honour ; yet, on being urged 
to give his. opinion^ as to the most pru- 
dent method of disposing of Alicia, dur- 
ing her lord's absence, the practised 
deceiver could hardly suppress a visible 
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isspres^on of satisfaction, at fiadiag th^e 

hte machinations might be carried oQ 

without the counteraction of an affection* 

ttGy but high-minded husband, who, so 

far from suspectmg his design, depended 

on his fidelity. He threw his eyes to the 

^rth^ lest they should appear to welcdnie 

the mitre, which seemed just dropping 

upon his head, and uttered an eulogium 

cm the Earl's piety, in seeking an immet 

diate reconciliation with the church by 

the combined exercise of devotion and 

valour, conjuring him not to. let the fer* 

Tour of his zeal and courage be impeded 

by apprehensions for the conduct of his 

hkdy. ' He had studied her character, and 

jbund all rectitude and purity in her in-# 

tentions ; though her susceptibility was 

acutQ5 her affections, vehemeht, and hee 

health ddicate. The most tebder treat-' 

ment was requisite to one who, being too 

much prone to self-accusation, . sunk un^ 

fler the gentlest remonstrance ; yet, h^ 
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perceptbns of excellence were so refined^ 
and her de^re of high and honout^Ie 
reno3«ini so insatiable^ that he knew these 
sensations would not only be her sure 
preservatives from all that was degnidfog 
and vicious^ but would also etimulate h^^ 
if she were generously left sole mistress^ 
her own conduct, to the pratftice of such 
lo% virtues as would make the Earl 
proud of his fair partner, tM give to ber 
name a cdebrity exeeedilig what "ite 
most eminent ladk» ift Etigknd eV*er 
could bo:i»t. But ^ sprnts of so exalftd 
a class could only refine their own "diloss, 
as the diamond affords means to produce 
its own polish^ the Earl must have pa« 
tience till, by spiritual aid, her soul 
threw off ks youthful esniberances. Ail 
uns^^aring liberality, which a narrow 
soul Or limited means might deeto 
profusicm, was one of those exube* 
ranees; yet surely in her it wasaVc^l 
error. 
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Xatocaat^ ioterrupted the confessor 2 
^^ Far be k from me/' said he, *^ whose 
xeot-roU coatraated with the charter of 
ifae royal demeraes, reflects poverty oa 
^Tfii £ur be it from me to prescrifcpe 
thrift to the: heiress of De Lacy J Cdk^ 
trariwifidi I should rejoice if ^he coald 
devise meanS) virtuously and wisely, to. 
rid me dF that superflux, for which I feel 
the respcm^bility of an aoxious steward* 
Nature does not bring forthher products 
with such prodigality as will suffice to 
gorge a race of/PclyphemeSy and the fa- 
voured guests who me seated at her 
tables of plenty most remember to b2ui- 
quet with decorous moderation ; not 
casting the offals of their luxury to the 
world's commoners, but inviting their 
less. happily supplied felbw-creatures to 
participate in thdr enjoyments* If my 
wife shall perform acts of honourable 
mumficence, if she erect schools and 
colleges, repair the temples of the Most 



H^» (Jkidotir bosfntscte, ^patnoiibei«aiti- 
{h^, encourage gehms, feed die destita^e, 
etnl^oy the indigent, I mil psitni the 
' K^ivlboms left me by tny anceslorSy ere 
her boumy shall be checked by the Itmi- 
tatiotts of rigid prudence*; I WiB- learr 
Her, -as ydu adtis^, tmcontrdled tmstress^ 
of her own actions, and of the income of 
a princely |)atrltn(my. On ybu^ hAir^ 
I depend, to impre^ upon a sfHrit wfakh 
you describe as so truly noble, a seiMJef of 
the responsibility implied^ nr tfi^'tnist* 
Direct her contempt of wealth- and de- 
sire of fame tor its true aim'; and to* the 
blessings of thcsrnumerous children of 
affliction whom these * evil times uriH 
drive to seek th^ shelter of her fos- 
tirring care, ^hall be added th^ thanks 
and the prayers of a joyful' bu^nd. 
To intimate arty other re\t^rd, wotild 
be an offence to your sanctity." 

Sir Hilary folded his hand in bis rclie, 
and, by an emph?[tic motic^ qftk head, 
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u;(£cated his renunciation of all tfie vvd^ 
ties that wealth and power could be$tow. 
After complimentiiig the Earl on his pe« 
netration, in thus rightly interpreting his 
character, he enquired as to tne time of 
his quitting England, and found that 
every, preparation was completed, and 
that he now only delayed Jhis . departure 
on two accounts, one of which was to bid 
farewell to his consort. Beatrice, who 
was now summoned, stated that her lady 
had spent a night in the severest agony ; 
but the physician had at length succeeded 
in lulling her. She had fsdlea into a 
calm sluoiber, which it was hoped would 
xeinvigprate her exhausted frame. Sir 
Hilary strongly advised that she should 
be spared the pang of parting. .If the 
blandishments of her tenderness or pity 
for her distress diverted Lord Lancaster 
from his pious design, the weight of an 
unperformed obligation would lie upon 
his conscience. Beside, there tvas a 
vol.. II. P 
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hnisird (bat the bdj, in her ezdSuiiatdry 
*^guiaih, might utter some unweighed 
ret>rd)ensioii of t&6 8acx^ authority by 
'ifhteh they were separated, of which^^as 
Gl church-man, he must perforce tid^ 
cognizance/ Lancaster yidUed ta tii^ 
ffissuasives. He well knetr that Alicia's 

« tears could shidce, though hoc oicerfliiow 
Ms fortitude; and an- important cere* 

^ ^moti^ to be performed, pmnoufa to his 
'depaarture, required him to preseviv a 
fir&i, collected mind. On (Sonditiaitf of 

-his Mmediately etnbarldng for Spaiajlfae 
'Bishop of Exeter pr6ium4 privaicty^to 
1>aptize his child, and penuit haiii tcT viu 
ness ^ sacred rite* Ifk tma vere id- 
ready equipped and anastered^ eager to 
signalise their courage against thd:JMbQr& 
Hie wind was hit for the l^f tif Biscay, 
' arid a galley, that brought a ssircf the 
^ * Sing of' Castile to the Eh^i^ cowt^ Ms 

' ready te return/ Laafeastor hsttcsed.to 
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.«|i^9 .tmccmsciouft cbedct 4tiU wet wi^h 
' tears^ un{:do]:ied'the Holy Ymgm^ajgiA^fffj 
4»BitJn Heaven ta^confim j<hM fir)|iis» 
rjgnd pAeenre herrtanoeeQcett Tl^si4oBi^, 
«tlie)gaveasoleniaiduugii^ to>ber.a(:(eiid- 
/ttotg^ to be discraet^ a&ecti9M$d>^rilB<l 
^fttthful ta tfadr kdy, cloRmg 4iis.al>aw$f ; 
«4md thair, .TTith Jonrly oh^jsann^^y ^l^*- 
-; ieniedl himfielf at' the door of the eh4|^I# 
^j vhem^ the cabei4t^le fBtshgpi l^^^g 
ritfae jfeung r OPlantiigeiiet . .ia rthis ^^s^ 

"Micr'i ap^CMbiiibefeM'^he piMK>m* 
' aed ' die snotilyiiig malA^^ md, ntpi^ 
primed .ma » the i for^faeatd .e& ^^ vbabe 
' the s^^^of^adBttssioa into the £ih(ii(isua 
•fdidfchi'i ■'• 

^ ^Moved bf cotnpassidD for the^ uac^lted- 
* inginfinty anii frieAddrfp for thi^ edotllte 

' fethar^^tb^ BM^bp* ihiisiiar.^od^eqM':^^ 
-'V&m^ud awmiitto i of .ecdeiiaiitifblogn* 

P 2 
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sure, but to admit the Earl ^oriAh difr 
holy edifice set apart for the congre- 
gations of the faithful, was a pririkge 
which he. could not grant. Yct,iem 
from the exterior porch, once appro- 
priated'to catechumenical novices, to con- 
template the services of the temple,— ^and, 
as he lay prostrate on the sacred thres- 
hold, to make his confession, and return 
humble thanks for the unmerited grace 
bestowed on his son, — ^was a consolation 
of such inestimable value, that it seented 
' cheaply purchased by the lojvest abase- 
ment. In consideratbn of hi< speedy 

- submission, Stapleton further granted him 
a conditional absolution, to be in force as 

« soon as he touched the shores of Spain 
or Italy. This was to restore him to the 
comforts of confession, and attendance on 

- the daily ministrations, though his fiill 
reconciliation could only be awarded by 
the Father hermit ofMoni^rrat^ ist the 
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^ifficiatiqg priest of Loretto. Thus, with 
a heart lightene4 of its most insup- 
pprtable anguish, Lancaster entered on 
his prescribed labours* 
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Iteisore is pain ; takes off our chariot wheels ; 
Hew heavily w« dra|; the loid of life ! 
Blest kisinre is our curse^ like that of Cain, 
It makes us wander; wander iKurth arouiid • ' 
To fly.thftt tyrant (boi|{lit As Atlas grp^nM , , ,■ 
The world beneath, we ijproan beneath an hour* 
'We cry for mercy to th* nesr amuscmenl* 

You|r«. 
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ALICIA awoke from her sluniberb 
with tranquillized nerved, and iiksw 
recollecting that there were more hufiiiltl'* 
beings than herself, she mquired after* 
Warwick and Matilda. They had fefr 
Canford, the former to be recbncile3 
to the Church and the King, the latter ttf 
seclude herself in the nunnery of Amesi!^ 
bury, till circumstances should pemit 
her marriage, ^he parting of the Idwri 
was described by Dorcas, as she waited 
i>n her lady *s toilette, with a'mtoute 'p^ 
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thosy ^hich induced Alicia to ^igh, be- 
cause her lord never talked so passion- 
ately, or left her with such reluctance,, 
and even- to rem^r^ on the painful con- 
trast. Surely, as she had been so dread- 
fully indisposed, the Earl of Lancaster 
might have anticipated her rising jmth 
his inquiries; but she would, hoTyjever, 
set him an example of affectionate solici- 
tude, and send to . ask if he was .well. 
All her maidens were silent. The alarni 
of sincere love instantly subdued the pe- 
tu^nce of caprice. Had any ill befallen 
him* None } but he had left England, 
without staying to inform her of the oc- 
casion or period of his absence. Her 
throbbing heart sickened at the tidings, 
and the acuteness of the pang told her it 
w^ \yith real sorrow. 

The confessor, the confidant, and the 
physician . were again summoned; but 
^e latter was speedily dismissed, the de- 
serted wife refused to consider ner healthy 
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or even her life, of any (ionsequence If 
k was of no value in the eyes of ter lord. 
The colouring which Sir Hilary and 
Beatrice gave to his parting Tiehaviour, 
changed her pity foV Matilda into eiivy, . 
and persuaded her that there was not a 
creature in the universe so wretched as 
herself. Would she were with H^r 
dearest Lancaster in exile, in peril ; or 
rather, dnce he hated and despised her, 
would she were in her grave! "What 
was the world now to her ! ' A .mournful 
void, a maze of perplexities, ^ wilder- 
ness of cares ! The priest" shook feis liea5 
tmoumfuHy, and exhorted her to bear 
her cross with patience^ BeatVicewept 
aloud, that such unmerited' trials^ were 
the lot of so excellent a being, arid 
accused the malighant stars' which had 
hindered her from becoming the wife pf 
a most indulgent and affectionate noble- 
man. Alicia's frowns awed' her iiito 
silence, while she herself meditated on 
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her own childisji regrets an4 wayward 
iaattentito to her lord's soleuni: griefs 
and impor^tant xares. How would she 
reform her o^wn weakness and ininister 
to his ^xietiejs, could. she but exx:hange 
situations with the meanest slaye^ .^ho, 
by attending her lord in bis wyage^ 
was privileged to gaze on- his cpufxt^ 
.'nance, and hear wisdom and: ^anctitif 

speak in his voice. . i . . , . w . 

._ S^e did not lorjg r^ajjjin ,tbi?.f^f^^. 
pi agony. Tfte i^ar^ of li.^ic^tft):i,Gg,^ 
to offer his protpction^ to ^hip^ bi^ptl^^^;^ 

wif^ and; to j^su're h^fr tk?^\r^¥i^f^ 
ieJft ,mi^tress^ p^ ^her -own, con^^^ 
fortunes y and- Sir Robert HolM, affef 
Witnessing tl^^fmba^^^ 
returned %o Canford^^ charge^. ^w^t^ t^ 
ppistte, . wliic't ^yas. inten<^ed t9 be J^t.oi^w 
Jher .consolation and guide. ^ . . ^ 

A » • ' .• • > >'>, •>■••■;: ' ;■ if*. 

" Most dear ladvjj. my^^^ belcjyed ^a4 
righl .noble wife, ^ourj , trusty, fiieixd, 
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5ir Robert Holland^ will iiifbrm thee ck 
yhat account I embark jbr Spatin,' td 
:«erve a campiien against the infide& 
under the banner of Alphonso of Castil^ 
and why I further purpose^ in obediehc^ 
to the" church, and In constderatioft dF 

the benefits I have evei* received from 

•J 

the Holy Virgin, to join the devout 
hermits of Montserrat in tlieir devotion^, 
ai^d, perchance, accompany the {Hlgnnipif 
^who . annually visit the wonderful &inta 
Casa^ which, in our age, has " been caN 
ried by angels Over wide seas and va^t 
regions, and fix^d at Loretto, t6 com^Ht 
the faithful and silence .galnsayehr. After 
due prayers and oblations, I trust to be- 
come reconciled to the church, and par- 
doned for all my offences. 

*' I intreat thee, dearest Alicia, not 
only to pray incessantly for my safety 
and ^return, but to expedite it by thy 
good deeds and wise, pious deportment. 
The large possessions, of whidi t gWe 
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thee the expenditure, are only to be 
employed as the means of securing thee 
an eternal inheritance, sparingly for thy 
owii indulgence, liberally for others^ 
Wants* Use hospitality, but avoid a 
dangerous intimacy vnth worldly pleai* 
sures, knowmg how likely they are to 
ensnare thy soul, and that slander points 
her arrows at her who strays, far from 
ner abode while her lord is absent. Again, 
I admonish thee; improve thine acquaint- 
znce with thyself. To prevent the 
misuse of time, the germ of all our 
misdoings, occupy thyself nobly and 
usefully : our wealth will allow thee to 
found an hospital and a school at each Qi 
our principal castles, that the aged and 
, the iniirm may be sheltered in the one, 
and students trained in the other, in such 
suitable knowledge as may pireserve 
England from the disgrace of sending to 
Roine for priests, instructed to betray 
the independence of her church, or em- 
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ploying such ignorant>pa&tors as cannot 
iiead the breviary and interpret scripture. 
And it is my request that thoii wouldst 
daily visit these foundatfons, not only to 
see that all is wisely and lionestly order- 
ed, but to school thyself to the practice 
of humility and gratitude; 

** I have left the management' of my 
estates and the array of my vassals to the 
care of my noble brother, and of my right 
trusty knight-chamberlain, with whom, 
« faithjRiI * counsellors^ I wish thee to 
advise. Deport thyself reverently to the 
Sing> and, on all occasaons,' remeinber 
that as emmence m station mAe^ the 
light of our virtues seen from a&r, so it 
also denies us that covert of obsctirity 
which would else have concealed our 
faults. And, if I fall in the perilous ex- 
pedition I have undertaken, I intx^t thee 
so to remember who was thy husbaiid, 
and from what rate thoo hast spnmg, 
as to pass thy days of widowhood dis- 

8 
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creetly, and patiently ; educating my son 
in the Catholic faith,* and in obedience 
to the laws ; and keeping up all my 
pious and charitable institutions. And 
«thus, in the hope of meeting thee again 
soon in this world, and finally, in the man* 
sions of the blessed, I bid thee heartily 
farewell J from thy ixi6st true husband, 
•' Thomas of Lancaster;," 

' ' ■ ' ' • ' '. * 

A letter so full of pious counsel, and 
^expressive rather of discriminating aSeci* 
iion than impassioned tenderness, ^ae 
liot exactly what- Alicia wished to receiVe ; 
yet, skaee k assured her that Lancaster 
left her in parfect charity,, as it was a 
pledge of hk fidelity, and iniplied a con-* 
fidence in her discretion, it was invalu- 
able, especially as her, conscience whis« 
pered it waa mote than $he deservi^. 
She pressed it alteraatlely to .heir lips and 
faer hearty and^'finally deposited k in.h^r 
breviafy, Iq h^ daily coQSul^^ asJicr 
perpetual moiutor. 



tht.iOpst,pmiiqtual!CpinBliaii9e.» Jbe-p^^| 

^fic^ whicl^ sfre "wf^ Wvit^cJ to ej^ 
4«^rminfeig tl^efr sfite^,^igiui^.gJiaiy;9^Qf 
1^, iai»4 ri4ifl« M^ith atrain of 1^^ 
i^ul Heights # impept lilvB prp^es?,,^^ 
the buUdu^gSt 7«i?p ^tr^dy pleasant^ 
nor was the ^e^ection, of lueet inhabitants 
idssomcsi ^ll^^^ .oopi|KpatiQD^« exerql^d 
'Im tastfi, JBootb^ h^ Pfidej^ gratified 
h^ J>tnevolw>ce, land , w^e , ^teiidQ^ 
with that, parade ,and popi^ity vrj^c;!) 
9he dei^tst^d dieUgi^fal j ;»^^ 4^i£ig |bJ9 
happy pepQd,;^e djs^<^c«i ajjpagejp 
Spaip^ ,dtipjrge4 .^it^r t^e following reply 
loiber illustriow ^m?e.:-~ 



. "t -' t 



^^ HJght. ^)|le a^d ,inQ$t desur, loi|;d 
and hust>aijd, ^hj? coint^ fypfff, yo^f 
true wif<?, who desires yonr.re^uffi al^fjB 

aft tbwfi?fe.«p4. dftfly fjfsqps ^x;, jfji^ 
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hH&f md lionour, ^wWcft, tf htt poor 
services codld pitombte, tshe would wit& 
lingly lay down her Hfe. I haV e filrther 
to inform yoo, that our young Edmund 
h well^ and that ^1 our affairs proi^^ 
1 am building six. fan: ectifiee^^ is jon 
advised me, such as have rarely been 
seen in England ; and I will endow them 
"vath similar magnificence 6x>m portions 
of my father's lands. The King has 
agreed to take the EafI of Warwick 
iiito'iiis fevour, who will espouse the 
Lady Matilda as so(^ as the grdtt array, 
hdw proceetfing agmnst- Scotland, h^ 
diivati^Brucei^ondthe Grampians ; for 
llie realm is now ail agreed, tliat it is a 
foul shame for a King of Eh^and to tie 
bearded in hi^ own demesne by a rebel 
highlander, who broke fealty to his 
fitthen - Ldcester 'and HoHand ^lead on 
your brave 'Lancastrians; and I hav^, 
wkh my ottn hands,^ embroidered tbdr 
in whiA, erer rettiei^bMng itty 
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XBo^t dear lerd, I ha^e over the R^d Ro& 
designed a beaming cresset mth thismottG^^ 
* I shine in the absence of the sun/ And 
when they return I will practise the ho$^ 
pit^y you advise, by \veIcoming home 
the Tictors with revelry and minstrelsy, 
such as the wife of a royal peer should 
provide^ And further, according to what 
X know, your pious wishes would eojda, 
jntermlngling with rewards for the living 
reqouems fqr the dead, and kirgesgesia 
those wbonir war has made destjtutet 
"With this account of your household and 
friends, I bid you hqartily fai^w^U P^Jr 
ing the Holy Mother to take Aejr trye 
worshipper iato. her especial lifepii\g>;. 

from your £aitb&l wife, / 

♦ 

" AlI€JA LANCASTi;R*f* 

Thus wrote^ and thus thpught iiu^ 
lady, during the first ,?est. oiF .her em^ 
ploym^ntsi but, asf is eyei; the case in 
aU human , designs, ther^ soon arose 
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Jficdfifeil^ences^ wliile^ tliwii-fJig dlfficut 
ti^y SWcf pei^versfe'liurtibui^s reqtiifed ffie 
pxercise of sucifr libmely qualities as 
thought, and ^atfeiii mvestigatfoh. The 
^ay ' young beauty found the manage- 
ment of her charities a heavy task 6n her 
mdolence and levity, and soon yielded to 
{he request of her confessor, wRd 
6ffer^d to be her almoner, and super- 
intend the ungrateful, querulous teings, 
whom It was her hard fortune to have! 
selected as objects of benWolence. 'She 
reconciled Her^^lf to this act of 'diAibe- 
dieince tb her lord'i by arguing that, 
though ^he was most 'fifing to do her 
dtfty, s!te wais hot requiredF to persevere 
at hazard of her life. The sight of dis- 
contented^ miserable 'people made her 
unhappy ; it even made her unwell, 
Froni" motives of benevolence shfe had 
preferred the ftiost pitiable objtefs for^hei^ 
pensioners; but 'though the thought of 
relievirig theni' was pleasint, aii assem* 
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bjagfrof Ijlmdt waijwedt ^^^m^^^ .hq^gfy 
vm iWoUing tt^;tbj5 eye. Spgh. fjl^^. 
migbt be , j:«(|iMite to r^ lessQns ^ 
humSity to, iroa nerve3'aiid i;alloju^ 
hearte.;. o^ h^raheyi incu{<3ted an^^^ 
di^u^t at life> and certainly dm. wae vf^ . 
her loid did not ip^nd. As t^e poM%^ 
vi^iks too strong, she mupt dilute it ; diuc{^ 
wece therefore cbapg^dtp w^^^ yi'^ri 
these >i«»f quicWy prol(W3^€ji.t. to jh«^: 
rotatioDfi of the. qiopqi, and .at l^&t^ s^^, 
g«Hf so. irreQondUble;(p tbie langi^ag^ijoft/ 
conx^aioit, aiui tbe presence of ^aqiMtfi 
that the "mis^ were wholly *oQpiit{(e4*o n 
Aa acquaimance wkh bflf!^ . .w|9^4. 
have told the Couute^ pjF ],.9f)^t^ii 
that if vei^ sufiering most iiM, b^ f]m^4r . 
Iqii^i lest it should dwfe i;$»9pa$fiof^ fi^j 
itscoucb« the. victim, of imagio^ij. jljlS}^ 
and th# mmrmurjer. alt . petty iacQiif 
veme^cei^ deserve c^nsmre in^tea4 pf.pitfy 
Biiat her huvibkr .cprnpaoions, bred 19 
hidbiM of acqiueicmt servility, if. tbey 
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dkbdvered faer ^^gbtism > &nd^ impatiences 

darst hot suggest a remaik^ yrbich ^ouM 

lead to improf^mnent. Thfey^ treacbd hgr, 

asra t^erfectbemg, a Aatweof this c^le^tinl 

relgkmsy who, whik homouris^ the eairth 

^viiB her' prefienc^ ted af^ rigifc' to^ ij^e 

sertices of tbe whole ateati&&.> Yet they 

ailiiiitted thae^ tboi%ii^'shecx»iiId not be 

wnmg, idbe imgfat be^ tfiifbrcunate and 

«fen ffl-tr^ed<^ If 4he* frowfied» all 

were ready to aoefh 3U)d" amuse Her $ 

vsHSltr faee rnnile^ 'were Ittfled'aK the pi^ 

c«t«i^rof lestMtf. That al}qiiaiiitaRe« 

^h real misery ^ whkb her knrd adVised^ 

aa-tlite correciiVe of fastidioU8B£8d| beiBg 

kdd add^,' Alick was def»rhred of the 

saluttrf relief of ^fhsaie^ which tbei spdea^ 

dour of UBiforfU 'px^ospeiity requires; 

and' iomkg an inc^ttive to ^fflerocus' exer- 

dM' itad a ^miment of ifaadkfuluess al^ 

beir dwti happ^ io^ she' wmt hegu^la^ 

slekesi in the* sunsbine, aad, iike a 

humoitfed ^hikl^ to £ctegQi^e iprisesit 
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good, while pining fqr ^sepus^jfi^t^jql 
pleasures. Sinking w4^ dip hsisita^ 
of self-indulgence^ \iFeary of x^aral spoxi^ 
and of those agile exercises and tliQ$e 
designs of taste and ingenuity io wlji^ 
her attendants only witnessed her. skills 
the strains of .ber minstrels were .scanos. 
regarded, and she laid by her lute ia 
disgust. The banquet was served in 
ostentatious stupidity, while . the jester 
in his motley coat, and the dwarf with 
his dagger of lath^ bandied ihi^. quaint 
jests and coarse merriment, unhonx)ur<4 
by the smile of thein languid lady* IJcf 
female train, yawning, in sympathy, soon 
shewed that they had caught the infec- 
tion, and persuaded the Countes^thai 
her lord's injunction to the practice of 
Jiospitality proceeded from hi$,;cQnviq- 
tlon that such refined excellence, xft^t 
not be immur^ in solitude.. Tcue, she 
had givdi their due honours, to eyery 
festive season. Canford, Poatefract, and 



SMilworthliad'aiteriiitely been thescenes 
bf magnificent entertainments; but, with 
the amusements of the day^ the hilarity 
they inspired had Vanished. Novelty was 
^wanting to give a zest to diversion, and 
it was nbw the titaie to remember another 
bf the Earl of Lancaster's directions, and 
AeW her respect to the King. Tl^e 
couW then hy at Newcastle, there the 
rbyal banner was unfurled, and troops 
poured in from all quarters to take part 
•in the Scottish wars. ' l^ursuing the 
thought, Beatrice asked why should not 
tier lady, as\ a countess in her own 
light,' put herself at the head of her im- 
mediate vassais^,' mounted on a white 
palfrey, and follow^ by a knigh^ carry- 
ing her young son, and 'by a loifg train 
dH hdies splendidly att%^y:with hand- 
some pages walking by their sides. It 
would'be respectful to theKingj she could 
well afford it; and inaxiy Tidies hid ac* 
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<qil^ed;f)rddigicfus venbikn hj'dpp^gtiig 

in (samipSf and aftimatiing \varriovs bj 

their smiles, ta deeds of ptcmess -vduch 

they could not otbei^ise Imre ^aj^ietM* 

No objectioii could arise from ' the iioaaid 

of such an tindertal^imgir iNever iod 

' England put fbrth an array so grdilt and 

m2^;nificent. An hundred tfa()tlsanid fltei 

"were collected, complelely 'tiriiied<. iod 

^Ij aj^polnted* ' The knights vied^ wtth 

each other tn the splendour of-^nir 

-equipage and the ii^efiuity ^of ^dr d^ 

-inces* The miikaty engine^ wehe imift- 

"Tous tmd dreadful ; ev^ thetvai^tl^oArcs 

* of the gifieat Edvaird' were^BCfc^t oift, 

\ and not 4 walfed to^ in/ Seot^ikdiSrald 

tesiit l^eir plressure^ Edward Bvtudt^ 

'- who audaciously laid siege ^o ctlM^>€fa^e 

of Stirling, was expected to gi^emp.^ 

^ ^eMerpri^e in ddsp&r. « It wis kfibwn 

' th«y^ his -brother Robert trembted^oitf iUs 

lAkrone; iail^ m^is ten?or^ nortb «l the 

Tweedi iiU i:onfidQ9t» add fOAcly '«t 
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^Newcastle, \^ich combindd^iiie isplen^ 
dour of a couit wrdF the energies of a 
camp. Sedthild was so sure to submit^ 
ibat feasting and merriment sdftened the 
^roQgh featured of Dsar ; and surely it ^ks 
^ wrong to^be shut iip in theionely castle 
'of Pontefract, where they could heir 
' ^ neighing 'of steeds and the shouting 
^of Warriors {Classing to this^ glorious con* 
conrfce, and not yi^t^ the'soul-animatdig 
scifckieV nor ihare the^aurels which must 
He the p^oii of such an intrindbte host t 
Even tb§ Eart of Lancaster would tes- 
tify his appr&bation, wtikn^ at his return^ 
he was ^dm the {jexmon of IMbc Moray 
te^ Diuglass^' which bad hem laid at fab 
fady'i feet! is ime of the -spoils df 
XMtdtmZf doe to ^her ccHirage and hei^ 
btefity/ 

The fetter to which Atida had onoi 
dkily referlied as her iiionitbr, {)roscf&fed 
^ kttimkte acquamtance inA : worldly 
f leatarep : bat who cobld ^I foUowihg 
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a eampy pleasure ? It vas not rtdremeBi^ 
true ; But it was glory. To the best of 
her recollection^ glory was not prohibited; 
but the <buntes$ had mislaid her lx«- 
viary^ so could not refer to it's instruc* 
tions. Sophistry is ingenious, and sub- 
terfuges are never wanting to assist "a 
craving inclination and lax principles. 
All was done as her advisers pron^ted ; 
and the lady had ttie satisfacticm of lead- 
ing a cavalcade of knights and ladies 
from Fontefract to. Newcastle, alike emi- 
nent for personal beauty and gorgeous 
equipment. In a reign when England 
piqued itself on gallant cavaKers, rather 
than on hardy combatants, the surpa^sii^ 
splendor of this array furnished conver- 
sation for Edward's boastful warriors, aad 
would have removed from his own breist 
his abhorrence of the name of Lancaster, 
if revenge had not been too deeply im- 
planted to give place to the fopperies 
•which amused his imagination; and jf 
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)m txiimaSf pravoked ^ttht tcUp^s of 
tbeir awn €&rt$» Wd; j»t iaticUou^ 
idiiaperedi in thie royal auv tHat eimry) 
«efi(rf was cpottod vkfa. titt bteod of Gwe* 

8t0iU 

. The kiughts of dift ReA llwB (far «)» 
Alkm named her champioiis) werai aot 
iJbe iMt who asaonbled at Nei»Gaa0o. 
llie^llsikt Beauchanqfi anriwd nest d»yy 
afi the head o£ bis pateraal binds ; asid 
having encamped them on the vast plam^ 
in the eei|tne dlf which tlie standard of 
Si^land waft unftmfed^ hastesed; ta pay 
hia duty to hts atyrercigii^ and: pd!>liciy 
mcme^ xht long^praaaiaed patdosu ' It 
^assgixen with an appeannce of giacioos 
Ciairiudity; but those iji^a coisU inteypiiet 
tiie looks: of ImgSj read tBi Edwani'a a 
arltl^ abborreMc^ and shoddering i^ 
IttcAanoc, itt cooeeal^ hy^ the f co^eed smile 
wth which he invited) Baanchamp to be 
•a guest ' at the banquet- he that evening 
gave to hascapttnay Eveattarsai^ime 

VOL. II. Q 
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youth could not but perceive how pale 
the King looked ; and « how cold was the 
enervated vl^and which, as it raised him 
from his knees, refused the cordial pres- 
sure that betokened amity. ** The King 
has not forgiven me,'^ said he to Here- 
ford ; ^^ this is only the foretaste of a re^ 
conciliation^ which I will consum jofiate m* 
some bloody encounter, if the moss- 
tfooping Scot gives us leave to try our* 
manhood." 

" Young man," replied • the veteran, 
** hast, thou forgot the greeting which 
even Thomas Plantag^et received front 
our northern neighbours ? I felt the hard* 
grasp of their mailed hands at a time' 
when they dlUed us the valiant Southerns,' 
and no motley fool among them durst 
attempt to flatter dbating beldames, by^ 
scof&ng at the King or the .realm of £ng** 
land. Seek not to purchase the royal' 
favour, by offering to go on the ^foriom'**^ 
hope against such an ex|nny, unless con«' 
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tent to stake thy heart's blood for a toy^ 
which shall be won from thee again by 
the jest of a buffoon, or the vaultings of 
a dancer.-* 

The earls withdrew together, speaking 
with concern of Lady Lancaster's design 
of accompanying the army into Scotland;' 
and Warwick undertook to warn her of 
ita dangerous impropriety, but neither 
the banquet 'nor the ball which followed, 
afforded opportunity for grave admoni- 
tion. • AH was splendid exhibition, loud 
mirth, and festivity. Among the barons 
the si^t of Surrey was as much dis- 
tinguished for its magnificence, as that' 
of Alicia was among the ladies. Either 
by chance or de^gn he wore her livery, 
and many . remarks were made on this 
coincidence. Lancaster was known to 

* 

have sinned against the King's affections, 
and the Queen's vanity, beyond the pos» 
sibility of forgiveness. It is a maxim with 
courtiers to hasten the iall of the rock 

2 
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^bic^ they susp^t ha^ beeoi wdpiw 
i|Wie4; 8Lnd defs^natory wlusp^pra ags^iqfit 
die priqcely pilgrim wevfi bleml^d mij^ 
wishes that he never might ret^ixu ^g!m 
Ux sever the goodly pair, who w^e i|ow 
selected by the s^lmiriitg voiqes of ^l^tbe 
circle tp dan«e ^ measure tpg^bfc^. 
Surrey pressed tbe yieM^ hand of ^ 
l^ntess-^i^j^h ^ look v^hi/^ prpt^ed that 
tma^ and absence had not Mj^mi^ Ua 
bea4:tA and be led her through th« msMS 
^f thedao^ with grace&l vivacity. . A 
tumult of applause foUowed the p^tSovm^ 
aii^, miixfd with GjiN'castic gibes on m>f^ 
a&fir dullards^ who {»'ef€Hrr'^4 a moi^iU^ 
%eim to a.lady^B gIove« 4^}iqia heaild the 
taimis which (liscl^iq^ed fhe4eporam ^ 
^iyacyCvtiiey w^^. esg^emely oiSeiisi«ir» 
bigbly irrita|ing.> and yet tho^ who Mt* 
tei;ed them .pr^ssf^ to be her fHendsi, 
and greeted her in the gi^^f^Ji lapgMge 
£f " Fairest lady, surely if the Lprdlw* 
c^tf r wer^ wprtby such a treaa^re^. be 
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iriuM hare soBgfat abtohation from those 
e^, wllere dwdii the ben^nky a&d 
bi%htiie88 of heaven^*' 

Speeches of this kind, repeated by 
almost every »bdiolder, and always en- 
forced by a deep-drawn sigh from Suney^ 
whose silence ipoke more eitpre^rely 
than words could have done^ escitel in 
die bosom of Aiida am emotion, so 4ii^ 
ferent from the listless imtfonsiky of heif 
late Itfe, that she could haandiy tdil whe* 
ther it were pain or plea^ire. Sh« coa« 
suited her confenor, who assort heipthit 
k was a delightfoi and noble MiMtfcm* 
IVaise was the appropriated aliment of 
generous ttiiiids, ^thout which they 
would languish ; and the perturbation of 
whidi she complafaied, was a proof titm- 
her'a waa recovering from the apathy of 
misanthropy, brought on by injudicioas 
management* 

Alicia then acknowledged Aat, beside 
Om universal admiratien, she wa^ dis« 

« 3 
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tressed by the marked assiduities' of th6 
Earl of Surrey. She blushed as she 
spoke, for the father's eyes were fixed 
upon her iace, with an expression which 
made her' shudder, though she durst not 
interpret its meaning. 
^ " 'Tis plain, noble lady," said he, 
^* the Earl of Surrey still loves you. He 
has tried time and absence, and finding 
them ineffectual, abandons his soul to the 
sad consolation of meditating on his once 
destined wife, the fairest and the biest of 
all created beauties. Yet surely, though 
he restrains his p<ission within those rules 
of chivalry which holy church does 
not interdict, it is my duty to inquire if 
this discovery has awakened in your heart 
any sensation more painful ths^ pity,' or 
regrets that there are impediments to* be- 
coming his wife ?" 

Alicia answered, ^* None.'* 

" No wish," resumed Sir Hilary, 
^^ that the contract, which the church has 
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not yet annulled, had not been suspended, 
by your hasty union with the Earl of Lan- 
caster ?'* 

Alicia indignantly repeated the expur- 
gatory epithet, and, with clasped hands, 
prayed for the life and return of her dear 
and honoured lord. The eyes of Sir 
Hilary fell on the ground, while he strug- 
gled to conceal his mortification, by faintly 
answering, all then was well. ^< Had 
this been the case," resumed he, ^^ you 
must have submitted to a course of mor« 
tification, and been interdicted the sight 
of Lord Surrey ; but since such is the 
strictness of your fidelity, I may continue 
to allow, nay prescribe you, the free use 
of worldly delights, during your residence 
with the court^ by way of corrective to 
that injurious melancholy with which the 
loneliness of your usual habits infects 
your spirits. Fear not^ therefore, while 
your passions are in this happy state of 
subjection, to gladden the festive circles 

Q 4 
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il'kh ymm preaetice j or to chear the de« 
spondiiig httft of noble Surrey ivith ft 
smile, sweet and chaste as those of virgin 
xaartyrsi who thus, when expiring at the 
sfaloe, converted their bloody perse- 
cutors.'' The priest closed bis eyes, and 
awhile seemed wrapped in holy medita«» 
tioa ; and then added, ^^ As soon as yea 
fipel the leadt temptacbn to swerve fron 
dfity, fail not on your salvafion to coa*' 
suit me, thatf I may instantly prescribe 
yetxKdiBs/' 

Scarce had Sir Hilary quitted the coil>- 
Sossional, when the diriek of Mtstbel in«^ 
terrupted ^ Lady's meditatbm on the 
singular liberaiity of ber ghostly iatber*^ 
Tfae'temfied nurse ran into the apart*^ 
iwent) exclaiming, ^* He is dead^ a tni- 
t&de only can restore him !" The ^ 
pn^Hsnsiotis of Alicia instantly pointed 
to the objects which most forcibly m* 
terested her heart,*— her child, h^ lord ; 
but Mabel continued to wring ber lands. 
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and wkhout aDswering any inquiries, by 
her uncc^scioHs lamentations relieyed the 
fi^rt she had excited, ** O !" continued 
she, ^* the child I so often dandled oil 
my knee, the gallant knight who never 
passed me without tossing me a noble, 
and pleasantly saying, ^ What! old 
dame Mabel^ cheating the worms still I 
There is ia trifle for thee to fee the sexton, 
who grows marvellously angry at thy 
keeping him out of work/ Ah ! so birave 
as he was last night featly footing with 
the Lady Eleanor of Gloutester, and 
tellihg her if Hugh Spenser was liol a 
livelier wooer, he should stiU be married 
before her. Tes, and scoffed at the 
Queen's pranked-up maidens, saying, 
they must find fresh perfumes and washes 
ere they would seem to him as sweet as 
this flower of the mountains. Dear lady, 
why don't you weep, so as your noble lord 
bved his friend Warwick i so as all th€ 
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world loved him, but the wicked King 
and Queen, and their mtirdering mimons 
who poisoned him at last night's ban- 
quet/' ' . w 
'. *' Speak you of Warwick !*' said Alicia, 
of Warwick, dead, poisoned !" 

Dead and poisoned," resumed the 
half frantic mourner j " but it is only 
poor people dare tell the truth. The 
lords wo'n't venture to say so, lest they 
should get served in the same way. So 
they shake their heads, and debate who 
. will lead on the bands of the Beau- 
champs } but I know more than they 
do : this is only the beginning of sorrows ; 
though if the holy saints and the old 
roan hobby will, once more • carry me 
safe to ' Pontefract-castle, my old bones 
shall never be dragged out again to look 
at kmgs and queens, and run the ha^zard 
of being murdered by them. Dearest 
lady, let u$ all hurry away. Better ran- 
som your lands from the Scots than for- 
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&it your life; for the bewitched King, 
never will forgive those who set England 
free from the curse of Gaveston." . . 
' The bold. accusations of Mabel, and a 
];ecollection of the ominous presages once 
expressed. by her lord^ filled Alicia with 
such, apprehensions for the safety, of . her- 
self and her son, that her regret for.her 
early playmate, and her pity for Matilda, 
were suspended, by those precautions 
which tjie spoiled children of prosperity 
first think of in the hour of danger, and 
then felicitate themselves on being pru- 
dent. She sent for the Earl of Hereford 
to come and protect her, who reluctantly 
left the corpse of the young nobleman, 
of whom he and England conceived the 
highest hopes, to. know (for so lier mes- 
sage imported) . whiirt threatened the life 
of noble Lancaster's wife and son. By 
the time the rough chieftain reached her 
quarters, Alicia and her attendants had by 
participation so aggravated their terrors, 

q6 
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thatf . cro vdi&g togethw in an obscure 
aipalt^lGnL^ they iooked like the &tal 
sisters of northern mythology, perform* 
ia^ their isecret i&cantattions. Supreme 
in hoitor, Alicia sat upon the ground^ 
dasping her soA lo herbosom, a&d seem« 
ing to conceal hitn with hex disheveled 
hai^. 

** Courage, dearest lady/' said one of 
the maidens, ^^ here is the brave Earl of 
Hereford, vrho trill save our }ives^'' 

*« From whom f * said the Earl en* 
tering. 

*^ From the King) trhd vriH poisoft tis 
like the Earl of .Warwick," was rep^sted 
by various voiee$< 

** Fools!'* said Bohun, angrily: " What 
mismanagement is there in thi$ mansk>|i? 
Are there no employments ior the house^^ 
hold, that thus a number of idle wcKftien 
assemble in groupes to utter scasidai, and 
scare away each other's senses i Begone, 
trifiers, to seixie hou^ewife'a task, while I 
commune with your lady/* 
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A^»«d by his Wbrds^ the Women iJrhh- 
cfi?ew, and Alicia ^aw the necessity of ex- 
erciding^elf-coinmand while she addressed- 
th^ stem comforter, who^e mind, im«* 
pr<^sed by the scene he had just left, and 
tttsll divining ltd portentous aspect, was 
too occupied to practise the courtesy re^ 
quired by the humoured fancies of a way- 
ward lady. Ashamed to acknowledge 
that she thought most of her own safety, 
she only.inquired if the Earl of Warwick 
Wds indeed dead. 

*« Most true, lady,** answered Hiere- 
for4, and brushed a tear from his cheek. 
^^ Beshrew my soul, the sight has uii* 
manned me« That ^'')ittgrini,-^her 
silent distress Sliiilill ^s motionless 
by the body. A loMtly creatute as e¥ei» 
my eyes beheklr 4Sile arrived bai last 
n%ht, to bring him a precious amulet 
tbat would heal wounds. I fear,** coh*^ 
thlQed Herelbrd, sobbing ^ot|d, *^ they 
will be buried in^^flWigftttt^.** ' 
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Alicia forgot her own terrors at this 
lively description of Matilda's distresis, 
and with that quick diversion of impulse 
which marks keen sensibility when stimu- 
lated to action, gave her. hand to Here- 
ford, and begged he would instantly 
conduct her to the ^nourner. 
. ** It will be a kind act to offer your 
protection to the destitute maiden ?'* said 
Hereford, "but you cannot teach her 
fortitude till you have recollected your 
own. Adjust your attire ; compose your 
features ; and tell me what is the danger 
from which you sent for me to rescue 
you." 

Alicia ' then disclosed in what manner 
Mabel had accounted for the sudden 
death of Beauchamp. 
' ^< Chain up that gossip's tongue^'' said 
Bohun, ** and as you value your lord's 
life, and the lives of his compatriots, 
let not a word or look betray that you 
have listened to its babblings. The ho* 
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nour of England is committed against 
Scotland; and we must not blot the 
escutcheon of our king lest our own 
shields should be cloven by the Highland 
claymore. And to. ensure oiir persons 
against similar attacks we must appear 
unsuspicious, and be unanimous ; for if 
one baron has fallen a victim to revenge, 
many will be sacrificed to safety/' 

There was a considerable share of na- 
tive generosity in Alicia's character, 
which, like her other virtues, being lulled 
by the song of adulation, slumbered on 
the lap of ease. She soon perceived, 
that by a precipitate flight to one of her 
own fortresses, she should betray to the 
King her apprehensions ; sow division in 
the army; and perhaps hasten the exe- 
cution of some nefarious design against 
other barons who had taken part in the 
late insurrection. She consulted Here- 
ford on what course she should pursue, 
who, hastily chiding her for coming, into 



( 35* > 

I 

a tutbulent scene unsiiited to h^ tex, 
afid derogatory to her i^haractei^, adt!^ 
her to quit it^ as soon a^ she cbuld do s0 
without appearing to iy through terror, 
or retire in disgust. Recollecting h^ 
late conduct with renew^ distipproba^ 
tion, Alicia protected that she would de^ 
vote herself to the consolation of the 
amiable Matilda. *< If she lives/* said 
Hereford ; and^ with accelerated speed, 
they hastened to Warwick's quarters. 

The cause of the premature death of 
Guy de Beaucbamp continues to be one 
of the enigmas which history- has not re* 
solved. No circnmstances hate been re^ 
cwded which explain why the charge of 
poisoning him was fixed upon the King i 
and as his death was utipropitlous to thi 
royal cause^ candour requires postaity ta 
acquit Edward of the weak revenge of 
sacrificing the Earl^ long after he Had 
given the provocation, and at a time when 
his serviced would have been highly Jn^ 
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|)ortant9 especially, as by cuttbg him off 
he risked the alienattoa of his balf-recofiik 
ciled barons. . Superstition and rash jodg* 
ment are the general errors (^ mankind 
ta rude ages, ever prone to have .recourse 
to the marvellous, to see. ominous prodlk 
gtes, to discover divine viskatbns in every 
extraordinary occurrence, and to suspect 
seoct murdars. in those, diseases which 
eluded the discernment, or baffled the 
slcill of the unsdeitific Iradi, or die 
nostraoisin the gossip'^ herbal, our ao* 
ee0toai8 discovered the ma^qant witch or 
the Invincible torosEW ; and when a pre- 
matttre or sodden death defeated ^omiB 
fiMidiy cherished hope^ of frustr^Md aa 
impoitaiit design, the catastrophe was not 
referred to ^bwly consanmg phthiM, 
or saagninsoois apoplexy^ but to some 
secret agait of an adversary who, deeply 
versed in the in^gmal art of desmio 
tion, eotild eemper hk poisimous pcjtaoa 
with such exactness as to make the life 
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and the sufierings of the victim extend 
to whatever day or year the employer 
commanded. 

: At this period the situation of the 
barons and that of the kingdom ware 
equally critical. The former were shut 
up with their sovereign in a walled town, 
where no troops but his household guards 
were admitted, their . own feudal bands 
having either marched off to the general 
rendezvous at Berwick, or; else having 
encamped under their respective bannerSy 
in a large plain on the other side the 
Tyne. As for the kingdom, it was suf- 
fering under the severe punishment of 
scarcity, the consequence of unfavourable 
seasons and neglected agriculture, aggra- ' 
vated by those predatory incursions of die 
Scots, which had, for many years, laid 
waste the northern counties. The 
dormant spirit of the nation had at last 
been stimulated to rush on the marauders, 
and compel their submission, as the only 
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liieans of preserving the kingdom from 
that tremendous kind of undisciplined 
Warfare which gives the most ample scope 
to the demons of lust, avarice, and re- 
venge. But though stung to the quick 
by a long succession of these outrages, 
the wasteful effects of which were per- 
ceived even in the most southern extre- 
mity of the realm, so mtich had the King's 
-mal-administration indisposed the minds 
of his subjects, and mis*directed their 
passions, that they were more ready to 
rise against him, than to rescue themselves 
from the shame and ignominy of seeing 
one-third of the kingdom annually laid 
waste, the harvest burnt or devoured by 
strangers, the cattle driven off, the dwel- 
lings of the husbandman destroyed, and 
the inhabitants obliged to shelter in walled 
towns, or within fortified castles. 

The immense but ill constituted mul- 
titudes which, at the royal summons. 
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were assembled by their respective buoii% 
d^)ended as much on the expectatba <^ 
pfunder as oa regular pay for their x£oiu» 
neration. Ignorant of the difficulties of the 
enterprize in which they had embarked^ 
yet, recollectii^ how often the latie King 
had laid waste Scotland with a smaller' 
force, they proudly anticipated an easy 
conquest, and counted theq[)oil8 of Dann^ 
fries and Edinbui^rh as certain as die 
ixrages of a daily hireling. Yet in ^e of 
revenge, avarice, and the pride of na^ 
liooal honour, the Kuig's banner was » 
dat^er of bekig deserted wbett thetidmgs 
of the Earl of Warwick's deach readied 
the camp^ accompanied by the aocuaetioa 
ddat his fate had heea basely hflntcoed 
A mutinous disposition instantly appeuedt 
the soldiers left their stations^ dinbeyei 
their leaders^ wandered sullenly tlmmgli 
the camp, or gathered m small paides,. 
listening to the tales ofioxo^wba had seea 
omens, or the narratives of o^ers wha 
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4escfibed> or rather invented circum« 

stances, wUch turned suspicion Into cer* 

tamty. Without investigiting the proba- 

t»&ty of those reports which detailed 

tionyarsations that could not have been 

overheard, and revealed purposes that 

must have heea secret, a murmur of dis- 
content announced a determination to 

/dfisff the court of murderers before they 
4tove the heath-brousmg Scot to seek 
sduge in the Orkneys or Hebrides } and 
they proceeded to fortify the camp, de« 
^ng the monarchy and even their own 
barons if they opposed thar designs* 

The ESng's council* was at this time 
aoimposed of lords who, though guiltless 
of the death of Gaveston, had heartily 
engaged in the designs of Lancaster and 
Warwick. However the prmciples of 
these clue£s might dispose them to en- 
courage whatever made the court unpo- 
pular, a sense of duty arising fronv public 
danger, and regard to their own safety. 
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compelled them to give their support to 
regal authority. In this emergency, they, 
recommended that the £arl of Hereford,, 
the Countess of Lancaster,- and her young 
son, should be detained at Newcastle, in: 
reality as pledges to secure the fidelity of. 
their followers, though ostensibly with 
every profession of care for their per- 
sons; and that the nobleifian .who was* 
most popular among the commons should 
be sent to the camp, to endeavour to: 
persuade them to return to their duty. 
This advice was instantly adopted. He- 
reford was called into personal attend- 
ance on his royal brother-in-law, and 
a part of the household troops were 
stationed at the Countess of Lancaster'sv 
quarters, under the pretence of a guard 
of honour to supply the place of her 
knights of the Red Rose, whose impe- 
tuo^ty had already spurred them to the 
banks of the Tweed, to gdn the first* 
fruits of glory before the main body ar- 

10 
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rived, which was to take possessioiL of 
Scotland. > 

In addition to these precautions, tJie 
gates of Newcastle were shut, and all in« 
tercourse with the mutineers prohibited,' 
as soon as. the £arl of Gloucester (who* 
undertook his usual character of medi-^ 
ator) had left the town. He addressed > 
to the soldiers an argument best adapted: 
to revive the slumbering sense of ho-j 
nour, namely, the advance of the first- 
division of the army, who were now on 
the borders of Scotland^ *' Would you,** 
said he, *' desert your fellows, who have- 
rushed before you, confident of your sup- 
port, to disperse the half-formed array of* 
theLowIanders, and waste their resources,^ 
ere they have collected magazines, or- 
driven oflF their herds to the mountains. 

* 

where the Highland chiefs are assembling : 
their clans ? And shall the vanguard re*- 
lieve Stirling, sack £dinbui;gh, and again 
plant the lions of England on the heights* 
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df DtiimbaiftQn ; while yeu, braiiwsK:k 
cavillers, will not suffer the soul bjF a 
Christian knight to take its flight to para- 
dise, without turning inquisitors, and 
asking death whether he had tiis comtsh^ 
sion from heaven or from bell ? Slander** 
ers of your King, say wasnot Guy de Beau« 
diamp a faithful subject ; and have we 
now so many more true hearts dian the 
state requires, timt Majesty is itself com^ 
pelted to thin the ranks of his brave cap« 
tains, lest the Highhndbroad-sword should 
Ib$e its edge ere it has mowed down the 
pride of England ? My. peimoQ is spread, 
and my spurs set for Scotkmd. Have ye 
commands for your comrades, whom I 
shall not overtake till they have passed the 
Cheviot hills ? Shall I teU them they must 
be content with having the raven and the 
fi^x fbr their sexton, or commend them 
to be shrived by the' first prkst whom 
they may overtake hurrying to Brace 
with tidings of the English, mroad; or 

7 • 
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shall I bear a flag of truce to the Scot^ 
and, on condition of the vanguards be- 
coming his bondsmen, procure you his 
passport to return safe to your Own homes, 
where, over your anvils and ploughs,, 
you may leisurely indict your King for 
murder, and resign, with his reputation, 
your national independence.'^ 
' The Earl of Gloucester accompanied 
this har;angue with correspondent actions.. 
He dragged the factious orators from? 
their rostrums, dispersed, the listening, 
auditory, drove the sentinels to their 
posts, and sternly reproved the subaltern 
commanders, who had suffered disafFec- 
tion to rise to such a height without ar- 
resting its progress. Firmness always 
removes the danger which imbecility has 
created. The tide of opinion began its 
reflux : it was remarked that the King 
had a brave kinsman ; the exploits of the 
house of De Clare were called to mind, 
and every soldier anucipated victory un^ 
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der such a leaden Gloucester did not 
allow the enthusiasm he had ^kindled to- 
subside^ but caused the trumpets to sound 
for Scotland ; then carrying his banner in 
his own hand, advanced to the fords of 
the Tyne, passed the rocky channel, 
planted his ensign on the debateable land, 
and calling on all true hearts to follow 
him, and leave cowards and rebels to 
accuse their King and desert their chief- 
tains, led the late mutinous but now loyal 
army to cope with their andent enemies. 
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